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Reformation Sunday—October 29, 2023—10am 
 

+ Gathering + 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
Prelude        “Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice” 

arr. by Robert J. Powell 
 
+ Confession and Forgiveness 

Blessed be God, the one who forms us, ☩ Jesus who bears 
the cross, the Spirit who makes our joy complete. Amen. 
 
Let us bow before God in humility, confessing our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Steadfast and faithful God, you have revealed the ways of 
justice, yet we fail to follow you. We are overwhelmed by 
the world’s violence and suffering. We are afraid to risk 
what we have for the sake of others. For the harm we have 
caused, known and unknown, forgive us. For the unjust 
demands we place on others and your creation, forgive 
us. For the ways we turn away from you and our neighbor, 
forgive us. Lead us back to you and set us on the right path; 
in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 
 
Beloved in Christ, God’s justice stretches beyond all 
understanding. God’s compassion is beyond compare. In 
Jesus, God is always making a new way for us. In ☩ Christ, 
you are already and always forgiven. Amen. 
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+ Gathering Song            ELW #689 
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+ Greeting              ELW p.165 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and 
the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

 
+ Kyrie               ELW p.165 
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+ Hymn of Praise           ELW p.167 
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+ Prayer of the Day              ELW p.51 
 

+Word+ 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
Bell Choir           “Victorious!” by Linda Scholes 
 
First Reading           Deuteronomy 34:1-12 

 
A reading from Deuteronomy. 
 
1Moses went up from the plains of Moab to Mount Nebo, 
to the top of Pisgah, which is opposite Jericho, and the 
LORD showed him the whole land: Gilead as far as Dan, 2all 
Naphtali, the land of Ephraim and Manasseh, all the land 
of Judah as far as the Western Sea, 3the Negeb, and the 
Plain—that is, the valley of Jericho, the city of palm trees—
as far as Zoar. 4The LORD said to him, “This is the land of 
which I swore to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, saying, 
‘I will give it to your descendants’; I have let you see it with 
your eyes, but you shall not cross over there.” 5Then Moses, 
the servant of the LORD, died there in the land of Moab, at 
the LORD’s command. 6He was buried in a valley in the land 
of Moab, opposite Beth-peor, but no one knows his burial 
place to this day. 7Moses was one hundred twenty years 
old when he died; his sight was unimpaired and his vigor 
had not abated. 8The Israelites wept for Moses in the plains 
of Moab thirty days; then the period of mourning for Moses 
was ended. 
9Joshua son of Nun was full of the spirit of wisdom, because 
Moses had laid his hands on him; and the Israelites obeyed 
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him, doing as the LORD had commanded Moses. 
10Never since has there arisen a prophet in Israel like Moses, 
whom the LORD knew face to face. 11He was unequaled 
for all the signs and wonders that the LORD sent him to 
perform in the land of Egypt, against Pharaoh and all his 
servants and his entire land, 12and for all the mighty deeds 
and all the terrifying displays of power that Moses 
performed in the sight of all Israel. 
 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalm 90:1-6, 13-17             ELW #632 
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+ Gospel Acclamation           ELW p.171 

 
+ Gospel Reading           Matthew 22:34-46 

 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
34When the Pharisees heard that [Jesus] had silenced the 
Sadducees, they gathered together, 35and one of them, a 
lawyer, asked him a question to test him. 36“Teacher, which 
commandment in the law is the greatest?” 37He said to him, “ 
“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with 
all your soul, and with all your mind.’ 38This is the greatest and 
first commandment. 39And a second is like it: ‘You shall love 
your neighbor as yourself.’ 40On these two commandments 
hang all the law and the prophets.” 
41Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus 
asked them this question: 42“What do you think of the 
Messiah? Whose son is he?” They said to him, “The son of 
David.” 43He said to them, “How is it then that David by the 
Spirit calls him Lord, saying, 44‘The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at 
my right hand, until I put your enemies under your feet”’? 
45If David thus calls him Lord, how can he be his son?” 46No 
one was able to give him an answer, nor from that day did 
anyone dare to ask him any more questions. 
 

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Young at Heart Message & Sermon  The Rev. Leslie D. Weber 
 
+ Song of the Day             ELW #636 
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+ Nicene Creed             ELW p.104 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and 
the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic* and apostolic 
church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of 
the world to come. Amen. 

* universal 
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+ Prayers of Intercession 
God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 
+ Peace 
 

+Meal+ 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
Offering 

Thank you for supporting the mission of the 
church as you are able! 

Electronic donations can be made at 
https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-

one-time/475611. 
 
+ Offering Prayer 
 
+ Great Thanksgiving           ELW p.172 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give 
our thanks and praise. 

 
+ Proper Preface 
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+ Sanctus              ELW p.173 

 
 
+ Thanksgiving at the Table 
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+ Lord's Prayer             ELW p.173 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus 
taught us: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
+ Invitation to Communion 
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Agnus Dei              ELW p.174 

 
 

Notes about Communion Distribution at Grace 
When we're gathered around the table, there is enough 

food, drink, blessing, space and time for all to share in Holy 
Communion! GLC practices Eucharistic hospitality since we 
trust that God welcomes all who come to the table where 

Christ is both host and meal. 
Wine (red) and grape juice (white) are distributed in 

individual cups. 
Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. 

If you prefer to stay in the pew, there are prepackaged kits 
(wine, juice, and gluten free options) available at the 

sanctuary doors. If you prefer not to receive the wafer and 
wine/grape juice, you may kneel or stand at the rail with arms 

folded across your chest to receive a blessing. 
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Distribution Song             ELW #496 

 
 
+ Table Blessing 
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+ Post Communion Canticle        ELW #200 “Now, Lord” 
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+ Prayer after Communion 
 

+ Sending + 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
+ Blessing 
 
Announcements 
 
+ Sending Song         ELW #504 (see next page) 
 
+ Dismissal 

The Spirit sends us forth to serve. Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude 
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