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19th Sunday after Pentecost—October 8, 2023—10am 
 

+ Gathering + 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
Prelude              “Faith of Our Fathers” 

arr. by Marianne Kim 
 
+ Confession and Forgiveness 

Blessed be God, the one who forms us, ☩ Jesus who bears 
the cross, the Spirit who makes our joy complete. Amen. 
 
Let us bow before God in humility, confessing our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Steadfast and faithful God, you have revealed the ways of 
justice, yet we fail to follow you. We are overwhelmed by 
the world’s violence and suffering. We are afraid to risk 
what we have for the sake of others. For the harm we have 
caused, known and unknown, forgive us. For the unjust 
demands we place on others and your creation, forgive 
us. For the ways we turn away from you and our neighbor, 
forgive us. Lead us back to you and set us on the right path; 
in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 
 
Beloved in Christ, God’s justice stretches beyond all 
understanding. God’s compassion is beyond compare. In 
Jesus, God is always making a new way for us. In ☩ Christ, 
you are already and always forgiven. Amen. 
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+ Gathering Song             “Lord, Have Mercy” 
Jesus, I’ve forgotten the words that You have spoken. 
Promises that burned within my heart have now grown 
dim. With a doubting heart, I follow the paths of earthly 
wisdom. Forgive me for my unbelief; renew the fire again. 
 
Refrain: Lord have mercy, Christ have mercy, 

Lord have mercy on me. 
Lord have mercy, Christ have mercy, 
Lord have mercy on me. 

 
I have built an altar where I worship things of man. 
I have taken journeys that have drawn me far from You. 
Now I am returning to Your mercies ever flowing. 
Pardon my transgressions; help me love You again. 
 
I have longed to know You - - and Your tender mercies, 
like a river of forgiveness, ever flowing without end. I bow 
my heart before You in the goodness of Your presence; 
Your grace forever shining like a beacon in the night. 
 

Steve Merkel 
© 2000 Integrity's Hosanna! Music 

 
+ Greeting              ELW p.165 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and 
the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

 
+ Prayer of the Day              ELW p.49 
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+Word+ 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
First Reading              Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20 

 
A reading from Exodus. 
 
1God spoke all these words: 
2I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land 
of Egypt, out of the house of slavery; 3you shall have no 
other gods before me. 4You shall not make for yourself an 
idol, whether in the form of anything that is in heaven 
above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the 
water under the earth. 
 
7You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the LORD 
your God, for the LORD will not acquit anyone who misuses 
his name. 
8Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. 9Six days 
you shall labor and do all your work. 
 
12Honor your father and your mother, so that your days 
may be long in the land that the LORD your God is giving 
you. 
13You shall not murder. 
14You shall not commit adultery. 
15You shall not steal. 
16You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 
17You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not 
covet your neighbor’s wife, or male or female slave, or ox, 
or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor. 
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18When all the people witnessed the thunder and lightning, 
the sound of the trumpet, and the mountain smoking, they 
were afraid and trembled and stood at a distance, 19and 
said to Moses, “You speak to us, and we will listen; but do 
not let God speak to us, or we will die.” 20Moses said to the 
people, “Do not be afraid; for God has come only to test 
you and to put the fear of him upon you so that you do not 
sin.” 
 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalm 19           ELW #19 

Let us sing Psalm 19 responsively by verse as translated in 
the Evangelical Lutheran Worship Hymnal. 
 

 
1The heavens declare the glo- | ry of God, 

and the sky proclaims its | maker’s handiwork. 
2One day tells its tale | to another, 

and one night imparts knowledge | to another. 
3Although they have no | words or language, 

and their voices | are not heard, 
4their sound has gone out into all lands, and their 
message to the ends | of the world, 

where God has pitched a tent | for the sun. 
5It comes forth like a bridegroom out | of his chamber; 

it rejoices like a champion to | run its course. 
6It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens and 
runs about to the end of | it again; 
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nothing is hidden from its | burning heat. 
7The teaching of the LORD is perfect and re- | vives the 
soul; 

the testimony of the LORD is sure and gives wisdom to 
| the simple. 

8The statutes of the LORD are just and re- | joice the heart; 
the commandment of the LORD is clear and gives light 
| to the eyes. 

9The fear of the LORD is clean and en- | dures forever; 
the judgments of the LORD are true and righteous | 

altogether. 
10More to be desired are they than gold, more than | 
much fine gold, 

sweeter far than honey, than honey | in the comb. 
11By them also is your ser- | vant enlightened, 

and in keeping them there is | great reward. 
12Who can detect one’s | own offenses? 

Cleanse me from my | secret faults. 
13Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let 
them not get dominion | over me; 

then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a | 

great offense. 
14Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my 
heart be acceptable | in your sight, 

O LORD, my strength and | my redeemer. 
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+ Gospel Acclamation           ELW p.171 

 
 
+ Gospel Reading           Matthew 21:33-46 

 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
[Jesus said to the people:] 33“Listen to another parable. 
There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a 
fence around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a 
watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and went to 
another country. 34When the harvest time had come, he 
sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his produce. 35But 
the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, 
and stoned another. 36Again he sent other slaves, more 
than the first; and they treated them in the same way. 
37Finally he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect 
my son.’ 38But when the tenants saw the son, they said to 
themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his 
inheritance.’ 39So they seized him, threw him out of the 
vineyard, and killed him. 40Now when the owner of the 
vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” 41They 
said to him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable 
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death, and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will 
give him the produce at the harvest time.” 
42Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the 
scriptures: ‘The stone that the builders rejected has 
become the cornerstone; this was the Lord’s doing, and it 
is amazing in our eyes’? 
43Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken 
away from you and given to a people that produces the 
fruits of the kingdom. 44The one who falls on this stone will 
be broken to pieces; and it will crush anyone on whom it 
falls.” 
45When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his 
parables, they realized that he was speaking about them. 
46They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, 
because they regarded him as a prophet. 
 
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Young at Heart Message & Sermon  The Rev. Leslie D. Weber 
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+ Song of the Day             “Ancient Words” 
Holy words long preserved for our walk in this world, they 
resound with God’s own heart. O, let the ancient words 
impart. Words of life, words of hope, give us strength, help 
us cope. In this world where’er we roam, ancient words will 
guide us home. 
 
Refrain: Ancient words, ever true, changing me and 

changing you; We have come with open hearts, 
O, let the ancient words impart. 

 
Holy words of our faith handed down to this age, came to 
us through sacrifice.  O, heed the faithful words of Christ. 
Holy words long preserved for our walk in this world, they 
resound with God’s own heart. O, let the ancient words 
impart. 
 

Lynn DeShazo © 2001 Integrity's Hosanna! Music 
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+ Apostles’ Creed            ELW p.105 
With the whole church, let us confess our faith with the 
words of the Apostles’ Creed: 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic* church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

* universal 
 
+ Prayers of Intercession 

God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 
+ Peace 
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+Meal+ 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
Offering 

Thank you for supporting the mission of the 
church as you are able! 

Electronic donations can be made at 
https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-

one-time/475611. 
 
+ Offering Prayer 
 
+ Great Thanksgiving           ELW p.172 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give 
our thanks and praise. 

 
+ Proper Preface 
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+ Sanctus              ELW p.173 

 
 
+ Thanksgiving at the Table 
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+ Lord's Prayer             ELW p.173 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus 
taught us: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
+ Invitation to Communion 
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Agnus Dei              ELW p.174 

 
 

Notes about Communion Distribution at Grace 
When we're gathered around the table, there is enough 

food, drink, blessing, space and time for all to share in Holy 
Communion! GLC practices Eucharistic hospitality since we 
trust that God welcomes all who come to the table where 

Christ is both host and meal. 
Wine (red) and grape juice (white) are distributed in 

individual cups. 
Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. 

If you prefer to stay in the pew, there are prepackaged kits 
(wine, juice, and gluten free options) available at the 

sanctuary doors. If you prefer not to receive the wafer and 
wine/grape juice, you may kneel or stand at the rail with arms 

folded across your chest to receive a blessing. 
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Distribution Song             ELW #483 

 
 

+ Sending + 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
Blessing 
 
Announcements 
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+ Sending Song             “I Will Follow” 
Where You go, I'll go; where You stay, I'll stay; 
when You move, I'll move. I will follow. Oh, oh, oh. 
 
All Your ways are good, all Your ways are sure; I will trust in 
You alone. Higher than my sight, high above my life; I will 
trust in You alone. 
 
Where You go, I'll go; where You stay, I'll stay; 
when You move, I'll move. I will follow You. 
Whom You love, I'll love; how You serve, I'll serve; 
if this life I lose, I will follow You, yeah. I will follow You, yeah. 
 
Light into the world, light into my life—I will live for You 
alone. You're the One I seek, knowing I will find, all I need 
in You alone. In You alone. 
 
In You, there's life everlasting. In You, there's freedom for 
my soul. In You, there's joy, unending joy; And I will follow. I 
will follow. 
 
I will follow You, yeah. I will follow You, yeah. 
 

Chris Tomlin | Jason Ingram | Reuben Morgan 
© 2010 SHOUT! Music Publishing Australia (Admin. by Capitol 

CMG Publishing) sixsteps Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG 
Publishing) Vamos Publishing (Admin. by Capitol CMG 

Publishing) worshiptogether.com songs (Admin. by Capitol CMG 
Publishing) Spirit Nashville Three (Admin. by Crescendo Royalty 

Funding LP) So Essential Tunes (Admin. by Essential Music 
Publishing LLC) Spirit Nashville Three (Admin. by Essential Music 

Publishing LLC) 
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+ Dismissal 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 
Postlude 
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