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25th Sunday after Pentecost—November 19, 2023—10am 
 

+ Gathering + 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
Prelude           “It Is Well with My Soul” 

arr. by Joel Raney 
 
+ Confession and Forgiveness 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, in whose image we 
are made, who claims us and calls us beloved. Amen. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Holy One, we confess that we are not awake for you. We 
are not faithful in using your gifts. We forget the least of our 
siblings. We do not see your beautiful image in one 
another. We are infected by sin that divides your beloved 
community. Open our hearts to your coming, open our 
eyes to see you in our neighbor, open our hands to serve 
your creation. Amen. 
 
Beloved, we are God’s children, and Jesus, our Beloved, 
opens the door to us. Through ☩ Jesus you are forgiven, by 
Jesus you are welcome, in Jesus you are called to rejoice! 
Let us live in the promises prepared for us from the 
foundation of the world. Amen. 
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+ Gathering Song            ELW #733 

 
refrain on next page 
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+ Greeting              ELW p.165 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and 
the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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+ Prayer of the Day              ELW p.52 
 

+Word+ 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
First Reading         Judges 4:1-7 

 
A reading from Judges. 
 
1The Israelites again did what was evil in the sight of the 
LORD, after Ehud died. 2So the LORD sold them into the hand 
of King Jabin of Canaan, who reigned in Hazor; the 
commander of his army was Sisera, who lived in Harosheth-
ha-goiim. 3Then the Israelites cried out to the LORD for help; 
for he had nine hundred chariots of iron, and had 
oppressed the Israelites cruelly twenty years. 
4At that time Deborah, a prophetess, wife of Lappidoth, 
was judging Israel. 5She used to sit under the palm of 
Deborah between Ramah and Bethel in the hill country of 
Ephraim; and the Israelites came up to her for judgment. 
6She sent and summoned Barak son of Abinoam from 
Kedesh in Naphtali, and said to him, “The LORD, the God of 
Israel, commands you, ‘Go, take position at Mount Tabor, 
bringing ten thousand from the tribe of Naphtali and the 
tribe of Zebulun. 7I will draw out Sisera, the general of 
Jabin’s army, to meet you by the Wadi Kishon with his 
chariots and his troops; and I will give him into your hand.’ ” 
 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 123               ELW #123 
Let us sing Psalm 123 responsively by verse as translated in 
the Evangelical Lutheran Worship Hymnal. 

 
 

1To you I lift | up my eyes, 
to you enthroned | in the heavens. 

2As the eyes of servants look to the hand of their masters, 
and the eyes of a maid to the hand | of her mistress, 

so our eyes look to you, O LORD our God, until you 
show | us your mercy. 

3Have mercy upon us, O | LORD, have mercy, 
for we have had more than enough | of contempt, 

4too much of the scorn of the in- | dolent rich, 
and of the derision | of the proud. 

 
+ Gospel Acclamation           ELW p.171 

 
  



6 

+ Gospel Reading           Matthew 25:14-30 
 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 14“For it is as if a man, going on 
a journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his property 
to them; 15to one he gave five talents, to another two, to 
another one, to each according to his ability. Then he 
went away. 16The one who had received the five talents 
went off at once and traded with them, and made five 
more talents. 17In the same way, the one who had the two 
talents made two more talents. 18But the one who had 
received the one talent went off and dug a hole in the 
ground and hid his master’s money. 19After a long time the 
master of those slaves came and settled accounts with 
them. 20Then the one who had received the five talents 
came forward, bringing five more talents, saying, ‘Master, 
you handed over to me five talents; see, I have made five 
more talents.’ 21His master said to him, ‘Well done, good 
and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few 
things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into 
the joy of your master.’ 22And the one with the two talents 
also came forward, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to 
me two talents; see, I have made two more talents.’ 23His 
master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy 
slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put 
you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your 
master.’ 24Then the one who had received the one talent 
also came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew that you were 
a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and 
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gathering where you did not scatter seed; 25so I was afraid, 
and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you 
have what is yours.’ 26But his master replied, ‘You wicked 
and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where I did 
not sow, and gather where I did not scatter? 27Then you 
ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and 
on my return I would have received what was my own with 
interest. 28So take the talent from him, and give it to the 
one with the ten talents. 29For to all those who have, more 
will be given, and they will have an abundance; but from 
those who have nothing, even what they have will be 
taken away. 30As for this worthless slave, throw him into the 
outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing 
of teeth.’ ” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Young at Heart Message & Sermon  The Rev. Leslie D. Weber 
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+ Song of the Day           “I Lift My Eyes” 
Refrain: I lift my eyes to the mountains. 

From where does my help come? 
My help comes from our God  
who made heav’n and earth. 

 
In the scorching sands of desert, there’s promise of shade. 
In your deepest night a still small voice says don’t be afraid. 
 
In your going and your coming a Guardian is near. 
In the face of death the open arms of love appear. 
 
When it all seems so confusing, alone in despair, 
The cross reveals new hope for life to rise from there. 
 

Hans Petersen ©2002 Dakota Road Music 
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+ Apostles’ Creed            ELW p.105 
With the whole church, let us confess our faith with the 
words of the Apostles’ Creed: 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic* church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

* universal 
 
+ Prayers of Intercession 

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
+ Peace 
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+Meal+ 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
Offering 

Thank you for supporting the mission of the 
church as you are able! 

Electronic donations can be made at 
https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-

one-time/475611. 
 
+ Offering Prayer 
 
+ Great Thanksgiving           ELW p.172 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give 
our thanks and praise. 

 
+ Proper Preface 
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+ Sanctus              ELW p.173 

 
 
+ Thanksgiving at the Table 
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+ Lord's Prayer             ELW p.173 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus 
taught us: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
+ Invitation to Communion 
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Agnus Dei              ELW p.174 

 
 

Notes about Communion Distribution at Grace 
When we're gathered around the table, there is enough 

food, drink, blessing, space and time for all to share in Holy 
Communion! GLC practices Eucharistic hospitality since we 
trust that God welcomes all who come to the table where 

Christ is both host and meal. 
Wine (red) and grape juice (white) are distributed in 

individual cups. 
Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. 

If you prefer to stay in the pew, there are prepackaged kits 
(wine, juice, and gluten free options) available at the 

sanctuary doors. If you prefer not to receive the wafer and 
wine/grape juice, you may kneel or stand at the rail with arms 

folded across your chest to receive a blessing. 
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Distribution Song             ELW #492 
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+ Sending + 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
Blessing 
 
Announcements 
 
+ Sending Song         ELW #633 (see next page) 
 
+ Dismissal 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude 
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