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The assembly gathers in silence. 
Introduction 

The winter solstice is the longest night and the beginning of 
winter in the northern hemisphere. 
In a few days many of us will gather to celebrate the Nativity of 
Our Lord, the arrival of Jesus Christ, God in human form. 
December 25 is celebrated as Christmas because it had been 
incorrectly identified as the winter solstice. What the early 
Christians intended for this feast was not a birthday party for 
baby Jesus but rather a feast of proclamation. God arrives by 
way of deep darkness. Christians wanted to tell the world that 
God, the maker of the cosmos, chose to lovingly draw near to 
our broken world by way of a human birth on the longest night 
of the year. God’s love for us goes deep and does not fade or 
change with the seasons. It is richer and more plentiful than the 
darkness of night, blazing brighter than the noonday sun of late 
June. 
For many, the lack of daylight intensifies other suffering. The 
weight of depression grows heavier when light is scarce. We get 
stressed out when our calendars fill with extra social obligations. 
We fear interactions with family members that have been 
difficult in the past. What an opportunity, then, to share that the 
message of Christmas is specifically sent for those in pain and 
suffering. It is not that “all is merry and bright.” Rather, it is the 
abiding truth that God seeks to be with us, even when we are 
“blue.” 
While it is true that our preindustrial forebears had legitimate 
reasons to be afraid of the dark, it is also true that we repeat 
racist binaries that have led to the violent deaths of people of 
color when Christians associate darkness with pain and lightness 
with healing. A night like this and a feast like Christmas are fruitful 
encounters with healing darkness. God-with-us is here to guide 
us into paths of love and practices of justice. 

 
Greeting 

The light of our Lord Jesus Christ, the warmth of God, and the 
hope of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
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Gathering Song—ACS #995 
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Thanksgiving for Light—ELW p. 310-311 
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Psalm 27 
 

Let us recite together Psalm 27, as translated in the Evangelical 
Lutheran Worship Hymnal. 
 
1The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom then shall I fear? 

The LORD is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? 
2When evildoers close in against me to devour my flesh, 

they, my foes and my enemies, will stumble and fall. 
3Though an army encamp against me, my heart will not fear. 

Though war rise up against me, my trust will not be shaken. 
4One thing I ask of the LORD; one thing I seek; 

that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life; 
to gaze upon the beauty of the LORD and to seek God in the 
temple. 

5For in the day of trouble God will give me shelter, 
hide me in the hidden places of the sanctuary, and raise me high 
upon a rock. 

6Even now my head is lifted up above my enemies who surround me. 
Therefore I will offer sacrifice in the sanctuary, sacrifices of 
rejoicing; I will sing and make music to the LORD. 

7Hear my voice, O LORD, when I call; 
have mercy on me and answer me. 

8My heart speaks your message—“Seek my face.” 
Your face, O LORD, I will seek. 

9Hide not your face from me, turn not away from your servant in 
anger. 

Cast me not away—you have been my helper; forsake me not, 
O God of my salvation. 

10Though my father and my mother forsake me, 
the LORD will take me in. 

11Teach me your way, O LORD; 
lead me on a level path, because of my oppressors. 

12Subject me not to the will of my foes, 
for they rise up against me, false witnesses breathing violence. 

13This I believe—that I will see the goodness of the LORD 
in the land of the living! 

14Wait for the LORD and be strong. 
Take heart and wait for the LORD! 
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Prayer 
Creator of the stars of night, bless the long hours of this night with 
the warmth of your presence. Come to all who suffer in any way. 
Grant rest to the weary, freedom to those who are burdened, 
and bright hope to those who despair. Strengthen us as we await 
your coming once again, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. Amen. 

 
Reading—Isaiah 40:1-11 
 

A reading from Isaiah. 
 
1Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. 2Speak tenderly 
to Jerusalem, and cry to her that she has served her term, that 
her penalty is paid, that she has received from the LORD's hand 
double for all her sins. 3A voice cries out: "In the wilderness 
prepare the way of the LORD, make straight in the desert a 
highway for our God. 4Every valley shall be lifted up, and every 
mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall 
become level, and the rough places a plain. 5Then the glory of 
the LORD shall be revealed, and all people shall see it together, 
for the mouth of the LORD has spoken." 6A voice says, "Cry out!" 
And I said, "What shall I cry?" All people are grass, their constancy 
is like the flower of the field. 7The grass withers, the flower fades, 
when the breath of the LORD blows upon it; surely the people 
are grass. 8The grass withers, the flower fades; but the word of 
our God will stand forever. 9Get you up to a high mountain, O 
Zion, herald of good tidings; lift up your voice with strength, O 
Jerusalem, herald of good tidings,  lift it up, do not fear; say to 
the cities of Judah, "Here is your God!" 10See, the Lord GOD 
comes with might, and his arm rules for him; his reward is with 
him, and his recompense before him. 11He will feed his flock like 
a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms, and carry them 
in his bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep. 
 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
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Song—ACS #1075 
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Reading—Revelation 22:1-5 
 

A reading from Revelation. 
 
1Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright 
as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb 
2through the middle of the street of the city. On either side of the 
river is the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, producing its 
fruit each month; and the leaves of the tree are for the healing 
of the nations. 3Nothing accursed will be found there any more. 
But the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his 
servants will worship him; 4they will see his face, and his name will 
be on their foreheads. 5And there will be no more night; they 
need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, 
and they will reign forever and ever. 
 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 
Song—ELW 701 
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Reading—John 1:1-5 
 
The holy gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All 
things came into being through him, and without him not one 
thing came into being. What has come into being 4in him was 
life, and the life was the light of all people. 5The light shines in 
the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 
 
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Reflection 
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Gospel Canticle—ELW p. 324 
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Prayer 

 
 
Eternal God, the hours both of day and night are yours, and to 
you the darkness is no threat. Keep watch with those who work 
or watch or weep this night, and give your angels charge over 
those who sleep. Tend the sick, give rest to the weary, bless the 
dying, soothe the suffering, comfort the afflicted, shield the 
joyous; and all for your love’s sake. Amen. 
 
O Lord, support us all the day long of this troubled life, until the 
shadows lengthen and the evening comes and the busy world 
is hushed, the fever of life is over, and our work is done. Then, in 
your mercy, grant us a safe lodging, and a holy rest, and peace 
at the last, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Silence 
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Blessing 
May God bless you and keep you. 
May God’s holy darkness enfold you and grant you rest. 
May God nourish a seed of hope among us. 
Amen. 

 
Song—ACS #1035 

 
 
Dismissal 

The peace of Christ be with you all. And also with you. 
Greetings of peace may be shared as the assembly departs. 
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