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Second Sunday of Easter—April 7, 2024—10am 
 

+ Gathering + 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
Prelude          “I Will Rejoice” arr. Larry Adams 
 
+ Easter Acclamation 

Alleluia, Christ is Risen! Christ is Risen Indeed! Alleluia! 
 
+ Thanksgiving for Baptism 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the wellspring of 
grace, our Easter and our joy. Amen. 
 
Look, here is water! Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
 
Immersed in the promises of baptism, let us give thanks for 
what God has done for us. We give you thanks, O God, for 
in the beginning your voice thundered over the deep and 
water became the essence of life. Adam and Eve beheld 
Eden’s verdant rivers. The ark carried your creation through 
the flood into a new day. Miriam led the dancing as your 
people passed through the sea into freedom’s land. In a 
desert pool the Ethiopian official entered your boundless 
baptismal life. 
 
Look, here is water! Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
 
At the river your beloved Son was baptized by John and 
anointed with the Holy Spirit. By the baptism of Jesus’ 
death and resurrection you opened the floodgates of your 
reconciling love, freeing us to live as Easter people. We 
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rejoice with glad hearts, giving all honor and praise to you, 
through the risen Christ, our source of living water, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Look, here is water! Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 

 
+ Gathering Song     ACS#934 “Earth, Earth, Awake!” 
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+ Greeting              ELW p.147 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and 
the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

 
+ Kyrie               ELW p.147 
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+ Canticle of Praise            ELW p.149 
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+ Prayer of the Day              ELW p.32 
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+Word+ 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
First Reading          Acts 4:32-35 

 
A reading from Acts. 
 
32Now the whole group of those who believed were of one 
heart and soul, and no one claimed private ownership of 
any possessions, but everything they owned was held in 
common. 33With great power the apostles gave their 
testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great 
grace was upon them all. 34There was not a needy person 
among them, for as many as owned lands or houses sold 
them and brought the proceeds of what was sold. 35They 
laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each 
as any had need. 
 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 133               ELW #649 
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Second Reading           1 John 1:1--2:2 
 
A reading from First John. 
 
1We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we 
have heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what we 
have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning 
the word of life—2this life was revealed, and we have seen it 
and testify to it, and declare to you the eternal life that was 
with the Father and was revealed to us—3we declare to you 
what we have seen and heard so that you also may have 
fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father 
and with his Son Jesus Christ. 4We are writing these things so 
that our joy may be complete. 
5This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim 
to you, that God is light and in him there is no darkness at all. 
6If we say that we have fellowship with him while we are 
walking in darkness, we lie and do not do what is true; 7but 
if we walk in the light as he himself is in the light, we have 
fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son 
cleanses us from all sin. 8If we say that we have no sin, we 
deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9If we confess 
our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10If we say that we have 
not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us. 
2:1My little children, I am writing these things to you so that 
you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an 
advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; 2and 
he is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only 
but also for the sins of the whole world. 
 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 
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+ Gospel Acclamation           ELW p.151 

 
 
+ Gospel Reading            John 20:19-31 

 
The holy gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the 
week, and the doors of the house where the disciples had 
met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and 
stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20After 
he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then 
the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said 
to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent 
me, so I send you.” 22When he had said this, he breathed 
on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you 
forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain 
the sins of any, they are retained.” 
24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, 
was not with them when Jesus came. 25So the other 
disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to 
them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and 
put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his 
side, I will not believe.” 
26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and 



10 

Thomas was with them. Although the doors were shut, 
Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be 
with you.” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here 
and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my 
side. Do not doubt but believe.” 28Thomas answered him, 
“My Lord and my God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have you 
believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those 
who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” 
30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his 
disciples, which are not written in this book. 31But these are 
written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the 
Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you 
may have life in his name. 
 
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Young at Heart Message & Sermon   The Rev. Leslie D. Weber 
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+ Song of the Day        “Blessed are Those” 
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+ Nicene Creed             ELW p.104 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and 
the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic* and apostolic 
church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of 
the world to come. Amen. 

* universal 
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+ Prayers of Intercession 
God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 
+ Peace 
 

+Meal+ 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
Offering 

Thank you for supporting the mission of the 
church as you are able! 

Electronic donations can be made at 
https://give.tithe.ly/?formId=622d08be-6865-

11ee-90fc-1260ab546d11. 
 
+ Offering Prayer 
 
+ Great Thanksgiving           ELW p.152 
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+ Proper Preface 
 
+ Sanctus              ELW p.153 

 
 
+ Thanksgiving at the Table (IV)         ELW p.111 
 
+ Lord's Prayer             ELW p.154 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
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+ Invitation to Communion 
 
Agnus Dei             ELW p.154 

 
 

Notes about Communion Distribution at Grace 
When we're gathered around the table, there is enough 

food, drink, blessing, space and time for all to share in Holy 
Communion! GLC practices Eucharistic hospitality since we 
trust that God welcomes all who come to the table where 

Christ is both host and meal. 
Wine (red) and grape juice (white) are distributed in 

individual cups. 
Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. 

If you prefer to stay in the pew, there are prepackaged kits 
(wine, juice, and gluten free options) available at the 

sanctuary doors. If you prefer not to receive the wafer and 
wine/grape juice, you may kneel or stand at the rail with arms 

folded across your chest to receive a blessing. 
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Distribution Song    TFF #82 “Oh, How He Loves You and Me” 
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+ Table Blessing 
 
+ Post Communion Canticle           ELW #207 

 
 
+ Prayer after Communion 
 

+ Sending + 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
+ Blessing 
 
Announcements 
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+ Sending Song          ELW # 376 “Thine Is the Glory” 
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+ Dismissal 
Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

 
Postlude 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reprinted, podcasted, and streamed with permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS012006, One 

License # A-726145, CCLI License #1881789, and CCLI 
Streaming License #20660555. All rights reserved. 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, 
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 

permission. All rights reserved. 


