7th Sunday after Pentecost—July 16, 2023—9:45am

+ Gathering +
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Prelude “O Word of God Incarnate”
arr by Cindy Berry

Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who greets us in this
and every season, whose word never fails, whose promise
is sure. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of our
neighbors.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Merciful God, we confess that we have sinned. We have
hurt our community. We have squandered your blessings.
We have hoarded your bounty. In the name of Jesus,
forgive us and grant us your mercy.

God is a cup of cold water when we thirst. God offers
boundless grace when we fail. Claim the gift of God’s
mercy: you are freed and forgiven in the name of + Jesus
Christ. Amen.




+ Gathering Song “Thy Word"
Refrain: Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet,
and a light unto my path
Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet,
and a light unto my path

When | feel afraid, and | think I've lost my way
Still You're there right beside me

Nothing will | fear, as long as You are near
Please be near me to the end

| will not forget Your love for me, and yet

My heart forever is wandering,

Jesus be my guide, and hold me to Your side
| will love You to the end

Amy Grant | Michael W. Smith
© 1984 Meadowgreen Music Company
(Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)
Curb Word Music (Admin. by WC Music Corp.)

+ Greeting ELW p.184
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and
the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

+ Prayer of the Day ELW p.42



+Word+
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

First Reading Genesis 25:19-34
A reading from Genesis.

“These are the descendants of Isaac, Abraham'’s son:
Abraham was the father of Isaac, 2%and Isaac was forty
years old when he married Rebekah, daughter of Bethuel
the Aramean of Paddan-aram, sister of Laban the
Aramean. 2llsaac prayed to the LORD for his wife, because
she was barren; and the LORD granted his prayer, and his
wife Rebekah conceived. 22The children struggled
together within her; and she said, “If it is to be this way, why
do | livee” So she went to inquire of the LORD. ZAnd the
LORD said to her,"Two nations are in your womb, and two
peoples born of you shall be divided; the one shall be
sfronger than the other, the elder shall serve the younger.”
24When her time to give birth was at hand, there were twins
in her womb. 25The first came out red, all his body like @
hairy mantle; so they named him Esau. 2Afterward his
brother came out, with his hand gripping Esau’s heel; so he
was named Jacob. Isaac was sixty years old when she
bore them. ZWhen the boys grew up, Esau was a skillful
hunter, a man of the field, while Jacob was a quiet man,
living in tents. 28|saac loved Esau, because he was fond of
game; but Rebekah loved Jacob. 2Once when Jacob
was cooking a stew, Esau came in from the field, and he
was famished. 3%Esau said to Jacob, “Let me eat some of
that red stuff, for | am famished!” (Therefore he was called
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Edom.) 3'Jacob said, “First sell me your birthright.” 32Esau
said, “l am about to die; of what use is a birthright fo me2”
33Jacob said, “Swear to me first.” So he swore to him, and
sold his birthright to Jacob. 34Then Jacob gave Esau bread
and lentil stew, and he ate and drank, and rose and went
his way. Thus Esau despised his birthright.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God



Psalm 119:105-112 ELW #119
Let us sing Psalm 119, verses 105 through 112 responsively
by verse as translated in the Evangelical Lutheran Worship

Hymnal.
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Psalm tone reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year C © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.
May be reproduced by permission for local use only.

105Your word is a lamp | fo my feet
and a light up- I on my path.
10¢] have sworn and | am determined
to keep your | righteous judgments.
107 am | deeply troubled;
preserve my life, O LORD, according | to your word.
108Accept, O LORD, the willing tribute | of my lips,
and teach | me your judgments.
10°My life is al- I ways in danger,
yet | do not for- | get your teaching.
110The wicked have set a | trap for me,
but | have not strayed from | your commandments.
"MYour decrees are my inheri- | tance forever;
truly, they are the joy | of my heart.
2] have applied my heart to ful- | fill your statutes
forever and | to the end.



+ Gospel Acclamation ELW p.188
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+ Gospel Reading Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23

The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

'That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside
the seaq. 2Such great crowds gathered around him that he
gotinto a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood
on the beach. 3And he told them many things in parables,
saying. “Listen! A sower went out to sow. 4And as he
sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came
and ate them up. SOther seeds fell on rocky ground, where
they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly,
since they had no depth of soil. éBut when the sun rose,
they were scorched; and since they had no root, they
withered away. 7Other seeds fell among thorns, and the
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thorns grew up and choked them. 80Other seeds fell on
good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold,
some sixty, some thirty. Let anyone with ears listen!”

18¥Hear then the parable of the sower. "When anyone
hears the word of the kihgdom and does not understand
it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in
the heart; this is what was sown on the path. 2As for what
was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the
word and immediately receives it with joy; 2lyet such a
person has no root, but endures only for a while, and when
trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that
person immediately falls away. 22As for what was sown
among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the
cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the word,
and it yields nothing. 28But as for what was sown on good
soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it,
who indeed bears fruit and vyields, in one case a
hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Chirist.

Young at Heart Message & Sermon The Rev. Leslie D. Weber



+ Song of the Day “Firm Foundation”
Refrain: Jesus, You're my firm foundation;
| know | can stand secure.
Jesus, You're my firm foundation;
| put my hope in Your holy Word,
| put my hope in Your holy Word.

| have a living hope, (I have a living hope),

| have a future, (I have a future.)

God has a plan for me, (God has a plan for me),
Of this I'm sure, of this I'm sure!

Your Word is faithful, (Your Word is faithful,)
Mighty in power, (mighty in power).

God will deliver me, (God will deliver me),
Of this I'm sure, of this I'm sure.

| put my hope in Your holy Word, | put my hope in Your holy
Word.

Jamie Harvill | Nancy Gordon
© 1994 Integrity's Hosanna!l Music (Admin. by Integrity
Music)
Integrity’'s Praise! Music (Admin. by Integrity Music)




+ Apostles’ Creed P.105
With the whole church, let us confess our faith with the
words of the Apostles’ Creed:

| believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic* church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

* universal

+ Prayers of Intercession
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

+ Peace



+Meal+
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

Offering
Thank you for supporting the mission of the
church as you are able! "u- EI
Electfronic donations can be made at -.
https://tithe.ly/give _new/www/#/tithely/qgive- ":%
one-time /475611

+ Offering Prayer

+ Great Thanksgiving ELW p.190
The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our
thanks and praise.

+ Proper Preface
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+ Sanctus

ELW p.190
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+ Thanksgiving at the Table
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+ Lord's Prayer ELW p.191
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus
taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.

+ Invitation to Communion
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Agnus Dei ELW p.191
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world; grant us peace, grant us peace, Lamb of God.

Notes about Communion Distribution at Grace
When we're gathered around the table, there is enough

food, drink, blessing, space and time for all to share in Holy
Communion! GLC practices Eucharistic hospitality since we
frust that God welcomes all who come to the table where
Christ is both host and meal.

Wine (red) and grape juice (white) are distributed in
individual cups.

Gluten-free wafers are available upon request.

If you prefer to stay in the pew, there are prepackaged Kits
(wine, juice, and gluten free options) available at the
sanctuary doors. If you prefer not to receive the wafer and
wine/grape juice, you may kneel or stand at the rail with arms
folded across your chest to receive a blessing.
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Distribution Song ELW #477
I Received the Living God

Refrain
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I re-ceived the liv-ing God, and my heart is full of joy.
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I re-ceived the liv-ing God, and my heart is full of  joy.
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1 Je-sus said: I am the bread, knead-ed long to give you life;
2 Je-sus said: I am the way, and my Fa - ther longs for  you;
3 Je-sus said: I am the truth; come and fol - low close to me.
4 Je-sus said: I am the life, far from whom no thing can  grow,
N ; i pr— Refrain
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you who will par-take of me need not ev - er fear to die.
SO I come to bring you home to be one with us a - new.

You will know me in your heart, and my word shall make you  free.
but re - ceive this liv - ing bread, and my Spir - it you shall know.

Text: Anonymous
Music: LIVING GOD, Anonymous
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+ Sending +
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

Blessing
Announcements
+ Sending Song Hymn Lotto

+ Dismissal
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Postlude

Reprinted, podcasted, and streamed with permission under
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS012006, One
License # A-726145, CCLI License #1881789, and CCLI
Streaming License #20660555. All rights reserved.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989,
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