9th Sunday after Pentecost—July 30, 2023—9:45am

+ Gathering +
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Prelude “Forever” arr. by Carol Tornquist

Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who greets us in this
and every season, whose word never fails, whose promise
is sure. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of our
neighbors.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Merciful God, we confess that we have sinned. We have
hurt our community. We have squandered your blessings.
We have hoarded your bounty. In the name of Jesus,
forgive us and grant us your mercy.

God is a cup of cold water when we thirst. God offers
boundless grace when we fail. Claim the gift of God’s
mercy: you are freed and forgiven in the name of + Jesus
Christ. Amen.




+ Gathering Song “Great Is the Lord”
Great is the Lord, He is holy and just, by His power we frust
in His love.

Great is the Lord, He is faithful and true, by His mercy He
proves He is love.

Refrain: Great is the Lord, and worthy of glory.
Great is the Lord, and worthy of praise.
Great is the Lord, now liftf up your voice,
Now lift up your voice:
Great is the Lord! Great is the Lord!

Deborah D. Smith | Michael W. Smith
© 1982 Meadowgreen Music Company

+ Greeting ELW p.147
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and
the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

+ Prayer of the Day ELW p.43



+Word+
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

First Reading Genesis 29:15-28
A reading from Genesis.

SLaban said to Jacob, “Because you are my kinsman, should
you therefore serve me for nothinge Tell me, what shall your
wages be?” “Now Laban had two daughters; the name of
the elder was Leah, and the name of the younger was Rachel.
7Leah's eyes were lovely, and Rachel was graceful and
beautiful. '8Jacob loved Rachel; so he said, “I will serve you
seven years for your younger daughter Rachel.” YLaban said,
“It is better that | give her to you than that | should give her to
any other man; stay with me.” 20So Jacob served seven years
for Rachel, and they seemed to him but a few days because
of the love he had for her.

2IThen Jacob said to Laban, “Give me my wife that | may go
in fo her, for my time is completed.” 22§o Laban gathered
together all the people of the place, and made a feast. 23But
in the evening he took his daughter Leah and brought her to
Jacob; and he went in to her. 24(Laban gave his maid Zilpah
to his daughter Leah to be her maid.) 2When morning came,
it was Leah! And Jacob said to Laban, “What is this you have
done to me? Did | not serve with you for Rachel? Why then
have you deceived me?¢” 2¢Laban said, “This is not done in our
country—giving the younger before the firstborn. 2Complete
the week of this one, and we will give you the other also in
return for serving me another seven years.” 28Jacob did so,
and completed her week; then Laban gave him his daughter
Rachel as a wife.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 105:1-11, 45b ELW #105
Let us sing Psalm 105, verses 1 through 11 and 45b
responsively by verse as translated in the Evangelical
Lutheran Worship Hymnal.
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Psalm tone reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year C © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.
May be reproduced by permission for local use only.

1Give thanks to the LORD and call up- I on God’'s name;
make known the deeds of the LORD a- | mong the
peoples.
28ing to the | LORD, sing praises,
and speak of all God’s | marvelous works.
3Glory in God’s | holy name;
let the hearts of those who seek the | LORD rejoice.
4Search for the strength | of the LORD;
continually | seek God’s face.
SRemember the marvels | God has done,
the wonders and the judgments | of God’'s mouth,
4O offspring of Abra- | ham, God’s servant,
O children of Jacob, God’s | chosen ones.
’The LORD! is our God,
whose judgments prevail in I all the world,
Séwho has always been mindful | of the covenant,
the promise made for a thousand | generations:
’the covenant | made with Abraham,
the oath | sworn to Isaac,
1'which God established as a stat- | ute for Jacob,
an everlasting cove- | nant for Israel,
saying, “To you will | give the | land of Canaan
to be your allotted inheritance.” 451 Hallelujah!
4



+ Gospel Acclamation ELW p.151
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+ Gospel Reading Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52

The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

31[Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The
kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that someone
took and sowed in his field;32t is the smallest of all the
seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubbs and
becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and
make nests in its branches.”

33He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven
is like yeast that a woman took and mixed in with three
measures of flour until all of it was leavened.”

44"The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field,
which someone found and hid; then in his joy he goes and
sells all that he has and buys that field.

" Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in
search of fine pearls; 4on finding one pearl of great value,
he went and sold all that he had and bought it.

7" Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was
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thrown into the sea and caught fish of every kind; 4when
it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good
into baskets but threw out the bad. 4°So it will be at the end
of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil
from the righteous %%and throw them into the furnace of
fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.
St"Have you understood all thise” They answered, “Yes.”
2And he said to them, “Therefore every scribe who has
been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the master
of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new
and what is old.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Chirist.

Young at Heart Message & Sermon The Rev. Leslie D. Weber



+ Song of the Day “Shout to the North”
Men of faith, rise up and sing of the great and glorious King.
You are strong when you feel weak; in your brokenness,
complete.

Refrain: (We will) Shout to the north and the south;
sing to the east and the west.
Jesusis Savior to all, Lord of heaven and earth.

Rise up, women of the truth; stand and sing to broken
hearts. Who can know the healing pow'r of our awesome
King of love?

We've been through fire, we've been through rain,
We've been refined by the pow're of His name.

We've fallen deeper in love with You; You've burned the
truth on our lips.

Rise up, church, with broken wings; fill this place with songs
again, of our God who reigns on high. By His grace, again
we'll fly.

Deborah D. Smith | Michael W. Smith
© 1982 Meadowgreen Music Company




+ Apostles’ Creed ELW p.105
With the whole church, let us confess our faith with the
words of the Apostles’ Creed:

| believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic* church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

* universal

+ Prayers of Intercession
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

+ Peace



+Meal+

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

Offering
Thank you for supporting the mission of the
church as you are able!
Electronic donations can be made at
https://tithe.ly/give _new/www/#/tithely/qgive-
one-time /47561 1.

+ Offering Prayer
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+ Great Thanksgiving ELW p.152
04k
L")
o T o o o
\\av o @ () ( & /)
J ‘u s ~— ‘\_/' .\_/
The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
) 4 1,
AT
l(“ - s q ‘ o~ Vs
R = ‘ e
Lift up your  hearts. We lift them to  the Lord.
N 4 &,
T
) ’ R N
Let us give thanks  to the Lord our  God.
041,
7 A =
D e i —— e — —— S— 1
J S~ ~—— N
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

+ Proper Preface




+ Sanctus ELW p.153
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+ Thanksgiving at the Table
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+ Lord's Prayer ELW p.154
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus
taught us:

Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial

and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,

and the glory are yours,

now and forever. Amen.

+ Invitation to Communion
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Agnus Dei ELW p.154
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.

Notes about Communion Distribution at Grace
When we're gathered around the table, there is enough
food, drink, blessing, space and time for all to share in Holy
Communion! GLC practices Eucharistic hospitality since we
frust that God welcomes all who come to the table where
Christ is both host and meal.
Wine (red) and grape juice (white) are distributed in
individual cups.

Gluten-free wafers are available upon request.

If you prefer to stay in the pew, there are prepackaged Kits
(wine, juice, and gluten free options) available at the
sanctuary doors. If you prefer not to receive the wafer and
wine/grape juice, you may kneel or stand at the rail with arms
folded across your chest to receive a blessing.
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Distribution Song

ACS #966

Loaves Were Broken, Words Were Spoken
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gave them, Christ, you came as Light from Light.
a -  ges: “I am with you; do not fear!”
hun - ger, words that tell your love and care.
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peo - ple. Be our Host, our Life, our Lord.

Text: Herman G. Stuempfle Jr., 1923-2007
Music: JOYOUS LIGHT, Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Text © 2006 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.
Music © 1987 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.
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+ Sending +
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

Blessing
Announcements
+ Sending Song Hymn Lotto

+ Dismissal
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Postlude

Reprinted, podcasted, and streamed with permission under
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS012006, One
License # A-726145, CCLI License #1881789, and CCLI
Streaming License #20660555. All rights reserved.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989,
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by
permission. All rights reserved.

14




