16th Sunday after Pentecost—September 12, 2021

| ———————

Grace Lutheran Church
521 Providence Road
Chesapeake, VA 23325
757-420-4704
www.GracelutheranChesapeake.org

Pastor—The Rev. Leslie D. Weber (she/her/hers)
Minister of Music—Morgan Hatfield (they/them/theirs)

Our Mission Statement:
We are a community of believers in Christ called to be servants to all people.
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Page numbers (p.) are in front half of the hymnal.
Hymn numbers (#) are in back half of the hymnal.
Everyone is invited to join in bolded responses.
+ Please stand as you are able.

+ Gathering +
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Praise & Worship (begins at 9:30am)
“Sing, Sing, Sing”
(We will) sing, sing, sing, and make music with the heavens.
We will sing, sing, sing, grateful that You hear us when we shout
Your praise. Lift high the name of Jesus.

What's not to love about Youe Heaven and earth adore You.
Kings and kingdoms bow down. Son of God, You are the One,
You are the One we're living for.

You are the love that frees us. You are the light that leads us,
like a fire burning. Son of God, You are the One,
You are the One we're living for.

“Savior's Song”
Refrain:  Sing to the one who has known us forever.
Dance to the rhythm of freedom and love.
Rest and be sure in the arms of forgiveness.
Join in the Savior’s song.

I'm hoping for a brand new day where we stop all the fuss and
the fighting long enough to look in each other’s eyes and see
the precious gift of ev'ry life.

There's nothing that can take away all the love of the one who
has saved us. We may walk, we may run or fall, but God is right
here with us through it all.
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“Amazing Love”
I'm forgiven because You were forsaken. I'm accepted; You
were condemned. I'm alive and well, Your Spirit is within me
because You died and rose again.

Amazing love, how can it be that You, my King, would die for
me? Amazing love, | know it's true; it's my joy to honor You.
In all'l do,  honor You.

You are my King, You are my King.
Jesus, You are my King. Jesus, You are my King.

“Change My Heart, O God"”
Change my heart, O God. Make it ever true.
Change my heart O God. May | be like you.

You are the potter. | am the clay.
Mold me and make me. This is what | pray.

+ Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God whose teaching is life,
whose presence is sure, and whose love is endless. Amen.

Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open
heart.
Silence is kept for reflection.

God, our comforter, like lost sheep, we have gone astray. We
gaze upon abundance and see scarcity. We turn our faces away
from injustice and oppression. We exploit the earth with our
apathy and greed. Free us from our sin, gracious God. Listen
when we call out to you for help. Lead us by your love to love our
neighbors as ourselves. Amen.

All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. By the gift of
grace in & Christ Jesus, God makes you righteous. Receive with
glad hearts the forgiveness of all your sins. Amen.
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+ Gathering Song “Lord Jesus, You Shall Be My Song” ELW #808
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1 Jé - sus, je vou - drais te chan - ter sur ma rou = te;
1 Lord Je - sus,you shall be my song as I jour -  ney;
2 Lord Je - sus, I'll praise you as long as 1 jour - ney.
3 As long as 1 live, Je-sus, make me your ser - vant,
4 1 fear in the dark and the doubt of my jour - ney;
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Jé - sus, je vou -drais an-non-cer 4 mes Voi-Sins par - toul,
I'lil tell ev-ry - bod -y a-bout you wher-ev - er 1 go:

May all of my joy be a faith-ful re - flec-tion of you.
to car - ry your cross and to share all your bur-dens and tears.
but cour-age will come with the sound of your steps by my side.
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car ftoi  seul es la vie et la paix et l'a - mour:
you a - lone are our life and our peace and our love.
May the earth and the sea and the sky join my song.
For you saved me by giv - ing your bod - y and blood.
And with all of the fam - ’ly you saved by your love,
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Jé - sus, je vou - drais te chan - ter sur ma rou - fe.
Lord Je - sus,you shall be my song as I jour - ney.
Lord Je - sus, I'll praise you as long as 1 jour - ney.
As long as I live, Je-sus, make me your ser - vant
we’ll sing to your dawn at the end of our jour - ney.
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Text: Les Petites Soeurs de Jésus and L'Arche Community; tr. Stephen Somerville, b. 1931
Music: LES PETITES SOEURS, Les Petites Soeurs de Jésus and L'Arche Community
Text and music ©1987 Les Petites Soeurs de Jésus, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Tr. © 1970 Stephen Somerville, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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+ Greeting ELW p.98
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

+ Prayer of the Day ELW p.47
O God, through suffering and rejection you bring forth our
salvation, and by the glory of the cross you transform our lives.
Grant that for the sake of the gospel we may turn from the lure
of evil, take up our cross, and follow your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.

+Word+
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

First Reading Isaiah 50:4-9a
A reading from Isaiah.

4The Lord GobD has given me the tongue of a teacher, that | may
know how to sustain the weary with a word. Morning by morning
he wakens— wakens my ear to listen as those who are taught.
5The Lord Gob has opened my ear, and | was not rebellious, | did
not turn backward. ¢l gave my back to those who struck me, and
my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; | did not hide my
face from insult and spitting. “The Lord Gob helps me; therefore |
have not been disgraced; therefore | have set my face like flint,
and | know that | shall not be put to shame; 8he who vindicates
me is near. Who will contend with me? Let us stand up together.
Who are my adversariese Let them confront me. ?alt is the Lord
Gob who helps me; who will declare me guilty?

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God
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Psalm 116:1-9
Let us recite together Psalm 116, verses 1 through 9, as translated
in the Evangelical Lutheran Worship hymnail:

'l love the LORD, who has heard my voice,
and listened to my supplication,
2for the LORD has given ear to me
whenever | called.
3The cords of death entangled me; the anguish of the grave
came upon me;
| came to grief and sorrow.
4Then | called upon the name of the LORD:
“O LORD, | pray you, save my life.”
5Gracious is the LORD and righteous;
our God is full of compassion.
¢The LORD watches over the innocent;
| was brought low, and God saved me.
’Turn again to your rest, O my soul.
for the LORD has dealt well with you.
8For you have rescued my life from death,
my eyes from tears, and my feet from stumbling;
?l will walk in the presence of the LORD
in the land of the living.

Second Reading James 3:1-12
A reading from James.

'Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers and
sisters, for you know that we who teach will be judged with
greater strictness. 2For all of us make many mistakes. Anyone who
makes No mistakes in speaking is perfect, able to keep the whole
body in check with a bridle. 3If we put bits info the mouths of
horses to make them obey us, we guide their whole bodies. 4Or
look at ships: though they are so large that it takes strong winds
to drive them, yet they are guided by a very small rudder
wherever the will of the pilot directs. 5So also the tongue is a small
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member, yet it boasts of great exploits. How great a forest is set
ablaze by a small fire! sSAnd the tongue is a fire. The tongue is
placed among our members as a world of iniquity; it stains the
whole body, sets on fire the cycle of nature, and is itself set on
fire by hell. 7For every species of beast and bird, of reptile and
sea creature, can be tamed and has been tamed by the human
species, 8but no one can tame the tongue—a restless evil, full of
deadly poison. With it we bless the Lord and Father, and with it
we curse those who are made in the likeness of God. 19From the
same mouth come blessing and cursing. My brothers and sisters,
this ought not to be so. ""Does a spring pour forth from the same
opening both fresh and brackish watere 12Can a fig tree, my
brothers and sisters, yield olives, or a grapevine figs¢ No more
can salt water yield fresh.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God

+ Gospel Acclamation ELW p.102
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Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of e -ter-nal life.
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+ Gospel Reading Mark 8:27-38
The holy gospel according to Mark. Glory to you, O Lord.

27)Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea
Philippi; and on the way he asked his disciples, “Who do people
say that | ame” 28And they answered him, “John the Baptist; and
others, Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.” 22He asked
them, “But who do you say that | am?2” Peter answered him, “You
are the Messiah.” 30And he sternly ordered them not to tell
anyone about him.

31Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must
undergo great suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the chief
priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise
again. 32He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside
and began to rebuke him. 33But turning and looking at his
disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For
you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human
things.”

34He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any
want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and
take up their cross and follow me. 35For those who want to save
their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and
for the sake of the gospel, will save it. 3¢For what will it profit them
to gain the whole world and forfeit their life¢ 3/Indeed, what can
they give in return for their life2 38Those who are ashamed of me
and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them
the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory
of his Father with the holy angels.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Chirist.
Young at Heart Message

Sermon The Rev. Leslie D. Weber
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+ Song of the Day “Will You Come & Follow Me"” ELW#798
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1 “Will you come and fol - low me if I but call
2 “Will you leave your - self be - hind if I but call
3 “Will you et the blind - ed see if I but call
4 “Will you love the  you you hide if I but call
5 Lord, your sum - mons ech - oes true when you but call
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your name? Will  you care for cruel and
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kind and nev - er be the same?
free and nev - er be the same?
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you and nev - er be the same.
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Will you let my love be shown, will you let my
Will you risk the hos - tile stare, should your life at -
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grown in you and  you in me?”
pray’r in you and  you in me?”
mean  in you and  you in me?”
sound in you and  you in me?”
grow  in you and  you in me.

Text: John L. Bell, b. 1949

Music: KELVINGROVE, Scottish traditional

Text © 1987 Iona Community, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638.
www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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Apostles’ Creed—ELW p.105
With the whole church, let us confess our faith with the words of
the Apostles’ Creed:

| believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic* church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

* universal

10
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+ Prayers of Intercession with sung refrain
verse 1 of *Jesus Name Above All Names”

Made children and heirs of God's promise, we pray for the church, the
world, and all in need.

Jesus, name above all names, beautiful Savior, glorious Lord.
Emmanvel, God is with us, blessed Redeemer, living Word.

Revealing God, you have made yourself known through bread and wine,
water and word. Continue to nurture your church, that it is a place where
your presence is experienced and shared.

Creating God, you brought life into being and called it good. Bring new
creation to lands devastated by tornadoes, hurricanes, floods, fires, and
other disasters. Restore forests and curb overflowing waters.

Protecting God, you desire all people to live in peace and safety. Provide
for all who are in danger. Strengthen first responders to help meet to the
complex needs of others. Provide care and compassion as they face
tfrauma themselves.

Jesus, name above all names, beautiful Savior, glorious Lord.
Emmanvuel, God is with us, blessed Redeemer, living Word.

Transforming God, you announce release to the captives and freedom to
the oppressed. Break chains of discrimination and injustice. Amplify voices
that go unheard and inspire us to advocate for the those who are
overlooked. We pray especially for those listed on our prayer list and those
we name now aloud or silently (pause for names).

Redeeming God, you accompany your people through every stage of life.
We give you thanks for the saints who now rest in your embrace.

Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Jesus, name above all names, beautiful Savior, glorious Lord.
Emmanvuel, God is with us, blessed Redeemer, living Word.

+ Peace

11
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+Meal+
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

Offering
Thank you for supporting the mission of the church
as you are able! Electronic donations can be made E.l E
at https://tithe.ly/give new/www/#/tithely/give- "
one-time/475611. - .
Checks can be also be senf to church: I"!%
521 Providence Rd, Chesapeake, VA 23325

+ Offering Prayer

Let us pray.
A brief silence is kept.

God of abundance, you cause streams to break forth in the
desert and manna to rain from the heavens. Accept the gifts you
have first given us. Unite them with the offering of our lives to
nourish the world you love so dearly; through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.

+ Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Holy God, our Bread of life, our Table, and our Food, you created
a world in which all might be satisfied by your abundance.

You dined with Abraham and Sarah, promising them life, and
fed your people Israel with manna from heaven. You sent your
Son to eat with sinners and to become food for the world.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

12
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it
for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this
for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his life given for us and his rising from
the grave, we await his coming again to share with us the
everlasting feast.

By your Spirit nurture and sustain us with this meal: strengthen us
to serve allin hunger and want, and by this bread and cup make
of us the body of your Son.

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the
Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and forever. Amen.

+ Lord's Prayer ELW p.112
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught
us.

Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial

and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,

and the glory are yours,

now and forever. Amen.

Communion
All who hunger and thirst, come. The table is ready.
Where possible, commune one another saying ‘“the body of
Chirist, given for you” and “the blood of Christ, shed for you.”

13
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Distribution Song

“Let Us Break Bread Together” ELW #471
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1 Let us break bread to - geth-er on our knees;
Let us drink wine to - geth-er on our knees:;
3 Let us praise God to - geth-er on our knees;
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Text: African American spiritual
Music: BREAK BREAD TOGETHER, African American spiritual
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+ Prayer after Communion

Please stand as you are able.
Let us pray.

A brief silence is kept.
Lord of life, in the gift of your body and blood you turn the crumios
of our faith into a feast of salvation. Send us forth into the world
with shouts of joy, bearing withess to the abundance of your love
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

+ Sending +
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

+ Blessing
People of God, you are Christ's body, bringing new life to a

suffering world. The holy Trinity, ++ one God, bless you now and
forever. Amen.

Announcements
+ Sending Song ACS#1000 (see next page)
+ Dismissal

Go in peace. Christ is with you.

Thanks be to God.

Postlude

Reprinted, podcasted, and streamed with permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual
License #SAS012006, One License # A-726145, CCLI License #1881789, and CCLI Streaming
License #20660555. All rights reserved.
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God’s Work, Our Hands
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1 God’s work, our hands: work - ing to - geth - er,
2 God’s work, our feet: trav-’ling to - geth - er,
3 God’s work, our voice: sing - ing to - geth - er,
4 God is at work in and a - round us:
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build - ing a fu - ture, re - pair - ing the world,
fol - low - ing Je - sus to plac - es un - known,
prais - ing, pro - claim -ing to all who will hear,
seed - lings are sprout-ing and bread’s on  the rise!
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rais - ing up homes, plant - ing  new gar - dens,
walk - ing as friends, march - ing  for free - dom,
pray - ing  for peace, shout - ing  for jus - tice,
Washed and set free, hum - bled and hon - ored,
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feed - ing the hun - gry and shelt-'ring  the cold.

run - ning the race with God’s fu - ture the goal.
claim - ing God’s love for the lost and the least.
gift - ed by grace, we re - spond in God’s love.
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Bless, God, our hands as we work in your name,
Bless, God, our feet as we fol - low your way,
Bless, God, our voice as we speak in your name,
Bless, God, our lives as we an - swer your call,
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shar - ing  the good news of your gos - pel.
shar - ing  the good news of your gos - pel.
shar - ing  the good news of your gos - pel.
shar - ing  the good news of your gos - pel.

Text: Wayne L. Wold, b. 1954

Music: EARTH AND ALL STARS, David N. Johnson, 1922-1987
Text © 2019 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, admin. Augsburg Fortress
Music © 1968 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.
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