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Page numbers (p.) are in front half of hymnal 
Hymn numbers (#) are in back half of hymnal 

All are invited to join in bolded responses. 
+ Please stand as you are able. 

 
+ Gathering + 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 
Prelude      “Nothing to Prove” by Phillips, Craig & Dean 
 
+ Gathering              ELW p.279 

Welcome in the name of Jesus, 
the Savior of the world. 
We are gathered to worship, 
to proclaim Christ crucified and risen, 
to remember before God our brother Emery, 
to give thanks for his life, 
to commend him to our merciful redeemer, 
and to comfort one another in our grief. 

 
+ Thanksgiving for Baptism           ELW p.280 

All who are baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 
In his baptism, Emery was clothed with Christ. 
In the day of Christ's coming, he shall be clothed with glory. 

 
Eternal God, maker of heaven and earth, who formed us from the dust of 
the earth, who by your breath gave us life, we glorify you. We glorify you. 
 
Jesus Christ, the resurrection and the life, who suffered death for all 
humanity, who rose from the grave to open the way to eternal life, we 
praise you. We praise you. 
 
Holy Spirit, author and giver of life, the comforter of all who sorrow, our sure 
confidence and everlasting hope, we worship you. We worship you. 
 
To you, O blessed Trinity, be glory and honor, forever and ever. Amen. 
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+ Hymn            “Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound” ELW #779 
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+ Greeting              ELW p.280 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

 
+ Prayer of the Day            ELW p.281 

O God of grace and glory, we remember before you today our brother 
Emery. We thank you for giving him to us to know and to love as a 
companion in our pilgrimage on earth. In your boundless compassion, 
console us who mourn. Give us faith to see that death has been swallowed 
up in the victory of our Lord Jesus Christ, so that we may live in confidence 
and hope until, by your call, we are gathered to our heavenly home in the 
company of all your saints; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 
+ Word + 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 
Thanksgiving for Life             Dan Braa 
 
First Reading               Isaiah 55:10-13 
 
 A reading from Isaiah: 
 

10For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return 
there until they have watered the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, 
giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 11so shall my word be that 
goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall 
accomplish that which I purpose, and succeed in the thing for which I sent 
it. 12For you shall go out in joy, and be led back in peace; the mountains 
and the hills before you shall burst into song, and all the trees of the field 
shall clap their hands. 13Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 
instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; and it shall be to the LORD for 
a memorial, for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 
 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 23 (KJV) 
1 The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. 2 He maketh me to lie down in 
green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters. 3 He restoreth my soul: 
he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name's sake. 4 Yea, 
though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: 
for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. 5 Thou preparest 
a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou anointest my 
head with oil; my cup runneth over. 6 Surely goodness and mercy shall 
follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for 
ever. 
 

Second Reading               1 Corinthians 13:1-13 
 

A reading from First Corinthians: 
 
1If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have love, I 
am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 2And if I have prophetic powers, 
and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so 
as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. 3If I give away 
all my possessions, and if I hand over my body so that I may boast, but do 
not have love, I gain nothing. 
4Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant 5or 
rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; 6it does 
not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. 7It bears all things, 
believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 
8Love never ends. But as for prophecies, they will come to an end; as for 
tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, it will come to an end. 9For we 
know only in part, and we prophesy only in part; 10but when the complete 
comes, the partial will come to an end. 11When I was a child, I spoke like a 
child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child; when I became an adult, 
I put an end to childish ways. 12For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then 
we will see face to face. Now I know only in part; then I will know fully, even 
as I have been fully known. 13And now faith, hope, and love abide, these 
three; and the greatest of these is love. 
 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 
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+ Gospel Acclamation            ELW p.151 

 
 
+ Gospel Reading                 Luke 15:11-32 
 

The holy gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
11Then Jesus said, "There was a man who had two sons. 12The younger of 
them said to his father, 'Father, give me the share of the property that will 
belong to me.' So he divided his property between them. 13A few days later 
the younger son gathered all he had and traveled to a distant country, and 
there he squandered his property in dissolute living. 14When he had spent 
everything, a severe famine took place throughout that country, and he 
began to be in need. 15So he went and hired himself out to one of the 
citizens of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs. 16He 
would gladly have filled himself with the pods that the pigs were eating; 
and no one gave him anything. 17But when he came to himself he said, 
'How many of my father's hired hands have bread enough and to spare, 
but here I am dying of hunger! 18I will get up and go to my father, and I will 
say to him, "Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; 19I am no 
longer worthy to be called your son; treat me like one of your hired hands." 
' 20So he set off and went to his father. But while he was still far off, his father 
saw him and was filled with compassion; he ran and put his arms around 
him and kissed him. 21Then the son said to him, 'Father, I have sinned against 
heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.' 22But 
the father said to his slaves, 'Quickly, bring out a robe — the best one — 
and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23And get 
the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; 24for this son of mine 
was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found!' And they began to 
celebrate. 
25Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and approached 
the house, he heard music and dancing. 26He called one of the slaves and 
asked what was going on. 27He replied, 'Your brother has come, and your 
father has killed the fatted calf, because he has got him back safe and 
sound.' 28Then he became angry and refused to go in. His father came out 
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and began to plead with him. 29But he answered his father, 'Listen! For all 
these years I have been working like a slave for you, and I have never 
disobeyed your command; yet you have never given me even a young 
goat so that I might celebrate with my friends. 30But when this son of yours 
came back, who has devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the 
fatted calf for him!' 31Then the father said to him, 'Son, you are always with 
me, and all that is mine is yours. 32But we had to celebrate and rejoice, 
because this brother of yours was dead and has come to life; he was lost 
and has been found.'" 
 
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon          The Rev. Leslie D. Weber 
 
+ Hymn of the Day    “What a Friend We Have in Jesus” ELW #742 
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+ The Apostles’ Creed            ELW p.282 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic* church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen.  

* universal 
 
+ Prayers of Intercession 

To each petition the assembly responds: 
God of mercy, Hear our prayer. 

 
+ Song                 “Give Thanks” 

 
Give thanks with a grateful heart, give thanks to the Holy One, 
Give thanks because He’s given Jesus Christ, His Son. 
  
And now let the weak say, “I am strong,” let the poor say, “I am rich,” 
Because of what the Lord has done for us. 
 
Give thanks! Give thanks! 

 
+ Meal + 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 
 
+ Great Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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+ Proper Preface 
 
+ Sanctus           ELW p.153 

 
 
+ Thanksgiving at the Table 
 
+ Lord's Prayer          ELW p.154 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,  

and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
+ Invitation to Communion 
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Notes about Communion Distribution at Grace 
At God’s table, there is enough food, drink, blessing, space and time for all to 

share in Holy Communion!  
GLC practices Eucharistic hospitality since we trust that God welcomes all who 

come to the table where Christ is both host and meal. 
You should have received a Communion kit from an Usher on the way in. 

Remaining in your pew, you will partake of the bread and wine/grape juice—
Jesus’s body and blood—when the Pastor indicates. 

Please dispose of the plastic trash in the marked receptacle on your way out. 
 
+ Post Communion Prayer 
 

+ Sending + 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
+ Commendation                     p.283 

Let us commend Emery to the mercy of God, our maker and redeemer. 
Silence is kept. 

Into your hands, O merciful Savior, we commend your servant Emery. 
Acknowledge, we humbly beseech you, a sheep of your own fold, a lamb 
of your own flock, a sinner of your own redeeming. Receive him into the 
arms of your mercy, into the blessed rest of everlasting peace, and into the 
glorious company of the saints in light. Amen. 
 

+ Sending Hymn       “How Great Thou Art” ELW #856 (see next page) 
 
+ Dismissal 

Let us go forth in peace, in the name of Christ.  Amen. 
 
Postlude 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reprinted, podcasted, and streamed with permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual 
License #SAS012006, One License # A-726145, CCLI License #1881789, and CCLI Streaming 

License #20660555. All rights reserved.  
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Emery Wallace Braa was born January 27, 1933, in Rock County, 
Minnesota to Arthur and Esther Braa, the fourth of eight children. He 
met the love of his life, Marlys Aaker, and they were married on June 

22, 1952. He was the devoted father of Pam (Eddie) Kirby of Chesapeake, 
VA; Gwen (Ernie) Scherman of Va. Beach, VA; Cindy (Brian) Wall of Va. 

Beach, VA; and Dan (Christine) Braa of Winston-Salem, NC.  He was 
Grandpa/Pop Pop to nine (Danielle, Nichole, Jason, Joshua, Matthew, 
Jennifer, Sarah, Bryce, and John), great grandpa to six (Tori, Kylie, 

Jackson, Liam, Theon, and Christopher). 
 

His passions in life were his wife, his family, Grace Lutheran Church, 
and country. Duty, honor, country. Those three words reverently 

dictated what he ought to be, what he could be, and what he was. They 
were his rallying point to build courage when courage seemed to fail, to 

regain faith when there seemed little cause for faith, to have created 
hope when hope became forlorn. 

 
His life has touched so many…He will be missed. 

 
 
   Presiding Minister  The Rev. Leslie D. Weber 
   Minister of Music  Morgan Hatfield 
   Tech Host   Ed Opperman 
  Greeters & Ushers  Marlene Hubert, Faith & Kurt Longsworth 
  Pall Bearers   Jason Kirby 
       Joshua Scherman 
       Matthew Kirby 
      Bryce Wall 
      John Braa 
      David Cooper 
  Pall Placers   Jennifer Scherman 
       Sarah Wall 
 

 
Please join the family, following the worship service, for the interment 

at Colonial Grove Memorial Park 
(3445 Princess Anne Rd, Virginia Beach, VA 23456) 

 
and then following the interment, for fellowship and hors d’oeuvres 

at the home of Cindy and Brian Wall 
(3906 Richardson Rd, Virginia Beach, VA 23455) 


