“Grace Greetings”
April 2022

Grace Lutheran Church
521 Providence Road
Chesapeake, Virginia 23325

The Rev. Leslie D. Weber, Pastor

Office (757) 420-4704

Cell (757) 598-3522
PastorLeslie@GracelutheranChesapeake.org

Sunday Worship (Hybrid: in-person & online) at 9:45am
Log-in information at
www.GracelutheranChesapeake.org/News--Upcoming-Events

Grace Preschool

Offers Christian Preschool programs for 2, 3, & 4 year-olds
Office (757) 420-4720
www.GracePreschoolChesapeake.weebly.com
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Grace Lutheran Church

A worshipping community of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
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April 2022 “Grace Greetings”

Mission Statement:
We are a community of believers in Christ called to be servants to all people.

What Should We Be Giving?

Each week in worship, | say something along the lines of “everything we have is a gift from
God, and we are called to use those gifts to do God's work in the world.” | usually go on to
say that financially supporting the ministries of Grace through a one-time or sustaining
(weekly/monthly) gift is just one way to do that, but it is by far not the only way. There are so
many organizations that you could support who do great work, whether they talk about
that work in relation to God or not. Because there are so many options, it can be hard to
choose how much and where to give.

Thinking about your charitable contributions in terms of a proportion or percentage of your
total income can help keep things in perspective and really helps with budget planning. In
the second week of “6 Weeks on Money,” we were encouraged to choose how we
allocated our money (see 3 options pictured)—what we were already doing or what we

wanted to start doing. Practical & Balanced
Maybe you have never thought about — 10% Great place to start.
your income this way before, but it helpful Where can you go from here?
. . . o i Is, and j ;
in making sure you don't live beyond your £ Keep 20% i
means Ond hove SOVlngS When an E Spend 70% Live on 70% if you're able to keep 20%
emergency or other unexpected expense [& B . and give 10%.
comes up. It can help us acknowledge Debt SeeGption Bbelnwand Wesks &f

. . . Six Weeks on Money.
that money is a tool/gift from God, but is
not the end-all-be-all and therefore The Giving Step-Up Plan

il

shou!dn t hove.p.ower over us. Give 1% Increase by 1% monthly.
The idea of giving 10% (a tithe) comes &

. . . . K 20% See Money Moves 1-3 to
from The B|b|e (See GeﬂeSIS ]4.20, GGI’)GSIS g eep o systematize your savings.
28:22, Leviticus 27:30-32), but is never set |= GliiFE s kesgingslowstaryas

S a Spend 70% i
up as an obligation in the New Testament. & to live on 70%.

h v See below and
Actually, in the e.orly church 100% giving Debt Wi i
to the community was expected (see
Acts 4:32), but that is another story. Kill That Debt
However, the church contfinues to use Give 1-10%  Everyone can experience the joy of giving

. . regardless of debt.
10% as a benchmark, a level of giving to [ , :

z Kee 2-5% Can be adJustedl oyer time.
agrow towards and even beyond. o P Increase as you eliminate debt.
So, what SHOULD you be g|V|hg2 There is g spend 50-65% Reduce expense to get out of debt quicker.
no SHOULD, no set amount or Vegriemreget s

Week 5 includes everything you need to
percentage, but we are called to be Debt  20-40% g . i

generous in how we use God'’s gifts to do
God's work in the world. You will have to discern exactly what that means for yourself.

God Bless.
Pastor Leslie Weber
(she/her/hers)
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Apr 16

Apr 17

Apr 18

Apr 19
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9:45am Sunday Worship (Hybrld)
9am-12:45pm Food Panftry
1:30pm Bible Study (Zoom)

5:30pm Preschool Board (Zoom)
/pm Bell Choir
10am  Threaders
/pm Midweek Lenten Worship
(Hybrid)
/pm “6 Weeks on Money”
Small Group (Zoom)
8am Men's Group
Palm Sunday
8:30am Contemporary Worship
9:45am Sunday School
1Tam  Traditional Worship
Tom Confirmation @

Emmanuel
9am-12:45pm Food Pantry
1:30pm Bible Study (Zoom)

/pm Bell Choir

10am  Threaders

/pm Council Meeting (Zoom)
NO Midweek Worship

Noon  Maundy Thursday Worship

7pm Maundy Thursday Worship

Noon Good Friday Worship

7pm Good Friday Worship

/pm Easter Vigil @ First, Norfolk

Easter Sunday
8:30am Contemporary Worship
9:450m Easter Breakfast
10:15am Easter Egg Hunt
1Tam  Traditional Worship
9am-12:45pm Food Pantry

1:30pm Bible Study (Zoom)
7pm Bell Choir

10am Threaders

Noon Ladies Lunch Out
6:30pm Potluck Dinner
7pm Bible Study (Hybrid)

Apr 24 Sock-it-to-me Sunday
8:30am Contemporary Worship
9:45am Sunday School

1Tam  Traditional Worship

Apr25 9am-12:45pm Food Pantry
1:30pm Bible Study (Zoom)
7pm Bell Choir

Apr26 10am Threaders

Apr27  6:30pm Potluck Dinner
7pm Bible Study (Hybrid)
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+ Sunday Worship (Hybrid)

¢ April 3rd at 9:45am

* Starting April 10th

+ Contemporary at 8:30am
+ Traditional at 11am

In-person
« Information about what to expect?
and risk-mitigation measures GT'
www.gracelutheranchesapeake.org «
/hybrid-worship.html.

On Zoom

« Join via computer/smartphone/?
tablet by clicking this link: hitps://*
us02web.zoom.us/j/984794689%2 «
powd=dEXON3FDa055WENQQTV5UFFy o
OUcS5QT0? (Passcode: Grace)

o Join via phone by calling 646-558-
8656 and entering the Meeting ID:
984 794 689 and Passcode: 546963.

«Sign up to serve in worship: https://
:docs.qooqle.com/documen’r/.
cd/1TMYFXiYDQXVVEsSPS-

'K8qucsBbr9rAMrDIIX9v|XSxR4/ed|’r2:

.+ usp=sharing
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SCHOOL

Inter-generational Sunday School

Sundays (starting April 10th) at 9:45am

Each week, we will cover a stand alone
topic/story. There will be a variety of
activities, so all ages are encouraged to
participate!

THE BOOK OF

ASAVAS

€ DanoZ,
jak (he SOR T\ amd.
The vision SEISAET nioe 0BT
A Tmen e e e da¥s ek, wnes of
Jerusalem, ., and B

Mondays at 1:30pm—We are currently

studying the book of the Isaiah.

o Join via computer/smartphone/tablet by
clicking this link https://
usO2web.zoom.us/j/875474094672
pwd=MzI5TFdseFpYU1IpTS?25czN4VWI4QT
09 (Passcode: Grace).

o Join via phone by calling 646-558-8656
and entering the Meeting ID: 875 4740
9467 and Passcode: 478408.

Preschool Board Meeting (on Zoom)

Monday, April 4th at 5:30pm

« Join via computer/smartphone/tablet by
clicking this link https://
usO2web.zoom.us/j/85964430976%
pwd=cEVXNkkva2tLb2NWRUkvalRJQNJIU
T09 (Passcode: Grace).

o Join via phone by calling 646-558-8656
and entering the Meeting ID: 859 6443
0976 and Passcode: 040561.
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Bell Choir Rehearsal
Mondays at 7pm

If you have any questions, please email
Morgan at
Music@GracelutheranChesapeake.org.

Threaders

Tuesdays at 10am

The Threaders meet on Tuesdays at 10am to
make walker bags for people throughout
our community. There are jobs for various
skill levels: sewing machine operator, button
sewer, iron operator, efc. Questions?
Contact Jane Jennings or Peggy Barry.

Midweek Lenten Worship (Hybrid)

Wednesday, April 6th at 7pm

Join us for Holden Evening Prayer in person

and on Zoom.

o Join via computer/smartphone/tablet by
clicking this link https://
usO2web.zoom.us/j/6216005672
pwd=0HhzWUFICOFIQitOM]NSCcOIECINtQTO
9 (Passcode: Grace).

o Join via phone by calling 646-558-8656
and entering the Meeting ID: 621 600 567
and Passcode: 672531.

NOTE: There will be NO Midweek Worship or
Bible Study on Wednesday, April 13th.
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Wednesday Potluck & Bible Study (Hybrid)

Wednesday, April 20th & 27th

Potluck Dinner @ 6:30 & Study @ 7pm

We will begin an 8-week study of the

Gospel of Matthew on April 20th.

e Join via your smartphone/tablet/
computer by clicking this link hittps://
usO2web.zoom.us/j/621600567%2
pwd=0HhzWUFICOFIQiItOM]NSCcOIECINtQTO
9 (Passcode: Grace).

« Join via your regular phone, by calling
646-558-8656 and entering the Meeting
ID: 621 600 567 and Passcode: 672531.
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6 WEEKS ON MONEY

"6 Weeks on Money" Small Group (Zoom)

Thursday, April 7th at 7pm

o Join via computer/smartphone/tablet by
clicking this link https://
usO2web.zoom.us/j/87588158617¢
pwd=0OTN20FRgWWd3d05hdk5tcm500
GFIdz09 (Passcode: Grace).

« Join via phone by calling 646-558-8656
and entering the Meeting ID: 875 8815
8617 and Passcode: 698178.

Men'’s Group

Saturday, April 9th at 8am

Join the men of GLC for potluck breakfast
and work around the church.

Council Meeting (on Zoom)
Tuesday, April 12th at 7pm
« Join via computer/smartphone/tablet by

clicking this link hitps://

usO2web.zoom.us/j/87468766112%2
pwd=73VNnL2RyVkKRKAXhXRFFWT2EOZIcrzz0
9 (Passcode: Grace).

o Join via phone by calling 646-558-8656
and entering the Meeting ID: 874 6876
6112 and Passcode: 740742.
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Holy Week
¢+ Maundy Thursday (April 14)

= Noon & 7pm—Worship

¢+ Good Friday (April 15)
= Noon & 7pm—Worship

+ Easter Vigil (Saturday, April 16)
= 7pm at First Lutheran, Norfolk

Easter Sunday

Sunday, April 17th

e 8:30am—Contemporary Worship

o 9:450m—Bagged Easter Breakfast

+ RSVP in the Narthex by Sunday, April

10th, so we can pack enough pre-
bagged breakfasts!

e 10:15am—-Easter Egg Hunt

e 1lam—Traditional Worship

Easter Lily Orders

due Sunday, April 3rd

Each plant is $10. Order envelopes are
available in the Narthex. Questionse Call
the office at 757-420-4704 or email
secretary@gracelutheranchespeake.org.
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Ladies Lunch Out
Wednesday, April 20th at Noon

at Vino ltalian + Bistro

(5200 Fairfield Shopping Centre, VB 23464)
Join the ladies of GLC for fellowship & food.
Please sign up in the Narthex or RSVP to
Pastor Leslie by Noon on Monday, April 18th.

“Sock-it-to-me” Sock Collection
through Sunday, April 24th
Throughout the month of April, we will be
collecting socks to donate to the Urban
Renewal Center. All socks should be new
and in their original packaging. All sizes
(men’s, women's, and children’s) are
needed! Place all donations in the box in
the Narthex by Sunday, April 24,

Prayer Shawls

If you or a loved one is going through a
rough fime—iliness, injury, surgery, grief, etc.
—and would benefit from a prayer shawl,
please let Pastor Leslie know. We always
have prayer shawls available for
distribution.

Lawn Care Volunieers Needed

o Please sign up to help with lawn care by
clicking the link: https://
tinyurl.com/2022lawncare

o Information about lawn care procedures
can be found here: https://tinyurl.com/
lawncareinstructions22

« If you have further questions, please
contact Fred Schleede at 512-944-3082.

2022 Congregational Council

i €

La Quita Opperman Bob Masters
President Vice President

Mike Olson
Secretary

David Cooper  Faith Longsworth  Jen Scherman

Walt Anderson Fred Schleede

From the Council

At our March Council Meeting, we voted to
let the mask requirement to be less
restrictive. It is up to the individual and how
comfortable they feel being in a group if
they want to go maskless. Council will keep
this on our agenda to revisit risk mitigation
measures depending on how the numbers
and variant of COVID develops. We have
opened up the Passing of Peace. Every
pew can be is open, and we will start to exit
through the Narthex.

Starting Palm Sunday (April 10), we will
resume two worship services, the
Contemporary at 8:30am and the

Traditional at Tlam. With more service
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means more need for worship servers,
especially tech hosts. Please see Rich
Fraenkel if you want to volunteer.

Fellowship Committee volunteers will be
prepacking breakfast bags so that we can
safely and easily gather for Easter Breakfast
at 9:45am on April 17th.

Starting Palm Sunday, Pastor will be leading
an inter-generational Sunday School class in
between worship services (at 9:45am).

After Easter, we wil resume in-person
gatherings on Wednesday Night Bible
Study, although there will continue to be a
Zoom option as well.

Altar Guild will have their first meeting of the
year.

April’s Council Meeting will be on Zoom.

The Inclusive Bathroom project is complete.
Thank you to Kris McClellan, Beth Cloud,
and Mike Olson for all the help and support
for this project. This project turned out great!
Kris Peterson has done a wonderful job in
leading the 6 Weeks of Money. It is a very
enlightening course. Plus, the homework is
fun.

God peace to all, stay safe and healthy,
La Quita Opperman
2022 Council President

THANK YOU for your generous financial
support of God’s mission!

In  February 2022,
received $17,583.57 in giving to the
General Fund. Because of your
generosity, we were able to:

o Support Pastor Leslie in earning an
Executive Certificate in  Religious
Fundraising

o Host a Red Cross Blood Drive

e Help Emily earn her Girl Scout “My
Promise, My Faith” pin

o Pack Blessing Bags

(to name just a few) with $19,931.07 of

expenses and generous gifts of time and

talent.

Grace Lutheran

Grace
Preschool

« A\ Tradition jn Creating Bright Futures’

www.GracePreschoolChesapeake.weebly.com
From the Preschool

Greetings from the preschool!l Spring is
peaking around the corner, and we are
excited fo enjoy learning fun springy events!
We had an awesome time celebrating Dr.
Seuss's birthday the entire month of March.
We had a birthday party, spirit week, a
parade around the building, and church
members reading awesome books to our
students. We want to send a special thank
you to Ms. Gretchen Stoll and Ms. Millie
Burns for reading to the preschool students
during our Dr. Seuss celebration.

Grace Preschool Spring dance program is
underway!ll Our students are learning how
to work together and share the gift of
movement with the community. You will get
the opportunity to see them perform at the
Hawaiian  Carnival, Community Open
House, and Graduation.

Join us on April 8th, 10 am-12 pm for our

volunteers to set up tables full of fun games
and tfreats for our students and their families.
If you are interested, please contact the
preschool director, Kristie Fields.

April 30th is our Community Open House fo
kick off registration for our summer and fall
programs. Come out for a fun informational
day. We will have special treats for all to
enjoy!

Please save the date for our Preschool
Graduation on June 15, 2022! |t will be an
honor to have a few church members
aftend our outside ceremony.


http://www.GracePreschoolChesapeake.weebly.com

Also, remember you can support Grace
Preschool by eating Papa John's Pizza. Use
promo code Grace Pizza every time you
order.

Did you know you can help our preschool
by linking your Harris Teeter VIC card to our
accounte It's extremely easy to do just tell
the cashier you want to link your card to
Grace Preschool, account number: TIE7040.
You can also go online to
www.harristeeter.com/together-in-
education#/app/cms, click on “Link Your
School Today”, and choose Grace
Preschool. When you shop Harris Teeter
brands, a percentage of your purchase is
donated to the school that your VIC card is
linked to. There are NO LIMITS to how much
a school can earn.

The Preschool would like to thank all the
volunteers who have helped this year. We
appreciate your hard work to make our
program great!

Sincerely,
Kristie Fields
Preschool Director

FAITHFUL
BOLD
SERVING

Synodical Gathering: Celebration of Service
The Virginia Synod will not be having a
Business Assembly in 2022. This year, the
Synod will join together for a Synodwide
Gathering which will take place on July 15-
16 in conjunction with Power in the Spirit to
celebrate ministries of service from around
the Virginia Synod. We will gather together
for worship and to learn from one another.
You can learn more about the Synod
Gathering af:  hitps://www.vasynod.org/
event/virginia-synod-gathering-and-
celebration-of-service/.

How to Talk with Your Kids about Good
Friday

It can be difficult to teach your children
about something as serious and sad as
Good Friday. Where does one even begin?
Sarah Raymond Cunningham, author of This
Is the Church, offers practical advice that
you can use to begin this conversation with
your children.

https://tinyurl.com/goodfriday4kids
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Tips to Celebrate Easter's Spiritual Meaning
with Kids

Between chocolate, eggs, and a certain
furry animal who likes to hide them both, it's
easy to lose sight of what the Easter holiday
is all about. These are some of our favorite
tips to help teach your kids about the
spiritual  meaning of Easter while still
engaging in secular traditions.

https://tinyurl.com/spiritualeasterkids
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April's Music Moment

Grace Music is on YouTubel
https://youtube.com/channel/UC1IfIHO75yHXrLE-mIOc8xQ

o On Palm Sunday (April 10), during the late/traditional worship service, we will
sing a new song: “Lamb of God Most Holy” (ACS #932). You can listen to it
at: https://youtu.be/tBCEIBIx3KY.
On Palm Sunday (April 10), during the late/traditional worship service, we will
also sing “A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth” (ELW #340) Read on to learn a
bit about this hymn:
“IThis hymn has been called] ‘the model hymn of all Passion
hymns'...Wolf Krotke, who spent time in an East German prison...
[said of the hymn] ‘..."*He will be a spring of water for my thirst, a
companion with a word for my loneliness”—just for...[stanza 8, not in
ELW], I love this hymn. “A companion with a word”-that means to
me all words about our experience of God. They broaden the
space that has been allotted us. They turned the couple of square
meters in front of my wooden bench into the wide-open spaces in
which God sets our feet'...Most congregants do not come from a
prisoner’s physical location, but the perspective of being closed in is
known to everybody. Gerhardt’'s hymn...is about freedom in
Christ.” (Paul Westermeyer, Hymnal Companion to ELW, p. 135-6)
On Easter Sunday (April 17), during the late/traditional worship service, we will
sing a new Song: ACS #937 “Earth, Earth, Awake” by Herman G. Stuempfle,
Jr. & Sally Ann Morris. You can listen to it at: hitps://youtu.be/néj-CdgnfFgo
On Sunday, April 24, during the early/contemporary worship service, we will
sing a new song: “Rattle!” by Elevation Worship. You can listen to it at: https://
www.youtube.com/watch2v=xrAdbH28alg
On Sunday, April 24, during the late/traditional worship service, “Alleluial
Christ Is Arisen (jAleluyal Cristo resucito) (ELW #375). Read on to learn a bit
about this hymn:
“Unlike the planet-based system in English, Spanish names the first
day of the week for the Lord: domingo. Happily, the translation of
this hymn makes the ‘Lord’s day’ association clear, because much
of what is valuable about this Latin American text is its celebration
of this day’s continuing significance...All the events narrated in the
stanzas occur on the first day of the week: the women coming to
the tomb, Mary Magdalene’s being sent to tell that Christ is alive,
the gathering of the disciples, [Thomas'] meeting with the risen
Christ...the refrain declares good news tfo all. These examples are
infended to affirm a great truth in the Easter message: ‘Christ comes
again, and every Lord’s day.” (Carl P. Daw, Jr., Glory to God: A
Companion, p. 255-6)
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https://youtube.com/channel/UC1lflH075yHXrLE-mI0c8xQ
https://youtu.be/tBcEIB9x3KY
https://youtu.be/n6j-CdgnFgo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xrAdbH28gIg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xrAdbH28gIg
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HarpY
BIRT DAY!

We Pray for Our Members

Walt Anderson Jack Justice

Elaine Babb Barbara Kilian
Joe Babb The Marchant Family Apr 3 John Hawk
Suzanne Bergsten The McCulloughs .
. Apr 6 Elaine Babb
The Braa Family Charlotte Maurer .
. Apr 21 Lorie Lancaster
Beth Cloud Monigque Schroeder .
. Apr24 Karina Camp
Jan Howell Rose Mary Sidam
Paftricia Jackson Ted Van Horn Helen Sprague
Apr25 Matthew Graham
Leonora Jones .
Raynor Lizan
Apr26 Rose Mary Sidam
We Pray for Our Friends Apr 28 Debbie Dougherty
Bill Babb Chris Jones
Randy Bosecker Michael Keaton
Richard Bowell Jason Kestner
Sarita Bowell Rege Kuzel A P p Y
Laura Braugh Murray Leffers Jr ’
Doris Carr Darrell Lowe
Karen Carter Katie Milliner m m AR
Nathan Darulla Keren Murphy
Sharon Dozier Eugene Opperman
Apr12 DJ & Bethany Solomon
Mark Dyer Karen Opperman
Y i PP Apr 16 Kyle & Courthney Weed

Karen Flaherty
Madison Garriott
Jenell Gordon
Patty Graham
Lettie Groshel

Samantha Page
Stephan Pleli
Karen Polanco
Tommy Reeck
Lisa Sanders

Eddie Haga Rick Sidam
Rachel Hobson Nick Sims

Mike Hockenberry Larry Sommerfeld
Ruby Hockenberry  Ray Stephens

Jennifer Horton
Brian Hubert
John Johnson

Dianne Van Pelt
Michael Wehau
Tyler

The Military & their Families
Our Food Pantry Clients
ELCA Missionaries
All who mourn

In a effort to keep the prayer list up to date,

please update Pastor Leslie monthly
regarding your friends/family on the list.

11

To add/correct any birthdays or
anniversaries. Please email

Secretary@GracelutheranChesapeake.org

Communion

r >
\_

PASTORAL CARE

Visit.

Please contact Pastor Leslie if you are in
need of a pastoral care, hospital,

or



mailto:Secretary@GraceLutheranChesapeake.org
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