Second Sunday in Lent—February 28, 2021 9:45am Worship via Zoom

+ Gathering +
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
the keeper of the covenant,
the source of steadfast love,
our rock and our redeemer. Amen.

God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ.
Let us return to the one who is full of compassion.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Fountain of living water, pour out your mercy over us. Our sin is
heavy, and we long to be free. Rebuild what we have ruined and
mend what we have torn. Wash us in your cleansing flood. Make
us alive in the Spirit to follow in the way of Jesus, as healers and
restorers of the world you so love. Amen.

Beloved, God'’s word never fails. The promise rests on grace: by
the saving love of Jesus Christ, the wisdom and power of God,
your sins are + forgiven, and God remembers them no more.
Journey in the way of Jesus. Amen.




Gathering Song
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In a Deep, Unbounded Darkness

All Creation Sings #1093
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1 In a deep, un-bound-ed dark - ness, long be - fore the
2 Thoughour world is ev - er - chang - ing, you are con - stant,
3 Joy trans-forms our lips to boast - ing on - ly in your
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Trust - ing you, we live, se - cure: sing - ing  prais - es,
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as your own,
breath en - dure, ev - er-more and ev - er - more.
glimpse your face,
of the Lamb,

Text: Anonymous, China; tr. Francis P. Jones, 1890-1975; adapt. Mary Louise Bringle, b. 1953
Music: DIVINUM MYSTERIUM, Plainsong mode V, 13th cent.
Text © 2012 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.
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Greeting ELW p.138

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

Kyrie ELW p.138-39
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A - men.
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Prayer of the Day ELW p.27
O God, by the passion of your blessed Son you made an
instrument of shameful death to be for us the means of life. Grant
us so to glory in the cross of Christ that we may gladly suffer
shame and loss for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen.

+ Word +
God speaks fo us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

First Reading Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16
A reading from Genesis.

'When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to
Abram, and said to him, “I am God Almighty; walk before me,
and be blameless. 2And | will make my covenant between me
and you, and will make you exceedingly numerous.” 3Then
Abram fell on his face; and God said to him, 4*As for me, this is
my covenant with you: You shall be the ancestor of a multitude
of nations. >No longer shall your name be Abram, but your name
shall be Abraham; for | have made you the ancestor of a
multitude of nations. ¢l will make you exceedingly fruitful; and |
will make nations of you, and kings shall come from you. 71 will
establish my covenant between me and you, and your offspring
after you throughout their generations, for an everlasting
covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after you.”
15God said to Abraham, *As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call
her Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. ¢l will bless her, and
moreover | will give you a son by her. | will bless her, and she shall
give rise to nations; kings of peoples shall come from her.”

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 22:23-31

Let us recite together Psalm 22, verses 23 through 31, as
translated in the Evangelical Lutheran Worship hymnal.

28You who fear the LorD, give praise! All you of Jacob’s line,
give glory.
Stand in awe of the LoORrD, all you offspring of Israel.
24For the LORD does not despise nor abhor the poor in their
poverty; neither is the LOrRD's face hidden from them;
but when they cry out, the LORD hears them.
25From you comes my praise in the great assembly;
| will perform my vows in the sight of those who fear the
LORD.
26The poor shall eat and be satisfied,
Let those who seek the LORD give praise!l May your hearts
live forever!
2Z7All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD;
all the families of nations shall bow before God.
28For dominion belongs to the LORD,
who rules over the nations.
2%Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow down in worship;
all who go down to the dust, though they be dead, shall
kneel before the LORD.
30Their descendants shall serve the LORD,
whom they shall proclaim to generations to come.
31They shall proclaim God'’s deliverance to a people yet
unborn,
saying to them, “The LORD has acted!
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Second Reading Romans 4:13-25
A reading from Romans.

13The promise that he would inherit the world did not come to
Abraham or to his descendants through the law but through the
righteousness of faith. If it is the adherents of the law who are
to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 15For the law
brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there violation.
16For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise
may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his descendants,
not only to the adherents of the law but also to those who share
the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, 7as it is
written, “l have made you the father of many nations”)—in the
presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the
dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist.
18Hoping against hope, he believed that he would become “the
father of many nations,” according to what was said, “So
numerous shall your descendants be.” 1"He did not weaken in
faith when he considered his own body, which was already as
good as dead (for he was about a hundred years old), or when
he considered the barrenness of Sarah’'s womb. 2°No distrust
made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew
strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, 2'being fully
convinced that God was able to do what he had promised.
22Therefore his faith “*was reckoned to him as righteousness.”
2ZNow the words, “it was reckoned to him,” were written not for
his sake alone, 24but for ours also. It will be reckoned to us who
believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, 2>who
was handed over to death for our trespasses and was raised for
our justification.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.
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Gospel Acclamation ELW p.142
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Gospel Reading Mark 8:31-38

The holy gospel according to Mark. Glory to you, O Lord.

31[Jesus] began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo
great suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and
the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again.3?He said
all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke
him. 33But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and
said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on
divine things but on human things.” 34He called the crowd with his
disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my followers,
let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me.
35For those who want to save therr life will lose it, and those who lose
their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. 3¢For
what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life?
’Indeed, what can they give in return for their life2 38Those who are
ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful
generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he
comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon The Rev. Leslie D. Weber
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Song of the Day ELW #667
Take Up Your Cross, the Savior Said
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| “Take up your cross,’ the Sav - ior  said,
2 Take up your Cross; let not its weight
3  Take up your Cross, nor heed the shame,
4 Take up your cross and fol - low Christ,
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“if you would my dis - ci - ple  be;
per - vade your soul with vain a - larm;
nor let your fool - ish heart re - bel;
nor think tll death to lay it  down;
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his strength shall bear your spir - it up,
for you the Lord en - dured the cross
for those ~who hum - bly bear the cross
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and hum - bly fol - low af - ter me”
sus - tain your heart, and nerve your —arm.
to save your soul from death and  hell.
one day will wear the glo - rious crown.
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Text: Charles W. Everest, 1814-1877, alt.
Music: BOURBON, W. Hauser, Hesperian Harp, 1848; arr. hymnal version
Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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Nicene Creed p.126
With the whole church, let us confess our faith with the words
on the Nicene Creed:

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the
Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly
human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius
Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the
third day he rose again in accordance with the
scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at
the right hand of the Father. He will come again in
glory to judge the living and the dead, and his
kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic* and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the
world to come. Amen.
* universal
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Prayers of Intercession
Mighty God of mercy, we thank you for the resurrection dawn,
bringing the glory of our risen Lord who makes every day new.

Especially we thank you—

for the sustaining goodness of your creation...

for the new creation in Christ and all gifts of healing and

forgiveness...

for the gifts of relationship with others...

for the communion of faith in your church...

for what else do we give thankse...
(other prayers of thanksgiving can be share aloud,
silently, or in the chat box)

Merciful God of might, renew this weary world, heal the hurts of
all your children, and bring about your peace for all in Christ
Jesus, the living Lord.

Especially we pray—
for those who govern nations of the world . . .
for the people in countries ravaged by strife or warfare . . .
for all who work for peace and international harmony . . .
for all who strive to save the earth from carelessness and
destruction . ..
for the church of Jesus Christ in every land . . .
for what else do we praye...
(other prayers requests can be share aloud, silently, or
in the chat box)

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we
pray, trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

Peace
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+Meal+
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

Offering
Thank you for supporting the mission of the church as you are able.
Electronic donations can be made at
https://tithe.ly/give _new/www/#/tithely/qgive-one-time /47561 1.
Checks can be also be sent to church:
521 Providence Rd, Chesapeake, VA 23325

Offering Prayer
Faithful God, you walk beside us in desert places, and you meet
us in our hunger with bread from heaven. Accompany us in this
meal, that we may pass over from death to life with Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Holy God, our living Water and our merciful Guide, together with
rivers and seas, wells and springs we bless and magnify you.

You led your people Israel through the desert, and provided
them water from the rock.

We praise you for Christ, our Rock and our Water, who joined us
in our desert, pouring out his life for the world.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it
for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
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shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this
for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his life, death, and resurrection, we
await your salvation for all this thirsty world.

Pour out your Spirit on this holy food and on all the baptized
gathered for this feast: wash away our sin, that we may be
revived for our journey by the love of Christ.

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the
Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and forever. Amen.

Lord's Prayer
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kihgdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power,

and the glory,

forever and ever.

Amen.

Communion
Jesus draws the whole world to himself. Come to this meal and
be fed.

Where possible, commune one another saying “the body of
Chirist, given for you” and “the blood of Christ, shed for you.”
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Post Communion Prayer
God of steadfast love, at this table you gather your people into
one body for the sake of the world. Send us in the power of your
Spirit, that our lives bear witness to the love that has made us
new in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

+Sending+
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

Blessing

You are what God made you to be: created in Christ Jesus for
good works, chosen as holy and beloved, freed to serve your
neighbor.

God bless you *+ that you may be a blessing, in the name of the
holy and life-giving Trinity. Amen.

Announcements

Sending Song “Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus™ ELW #802
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On - ward in his foot-steps tread -ing, trav - ’lers here, our home a - bove,
Though to - day we sow no laugh-ter, we shall reap ce - les - tial joy:

Let us mor - ti - fy all pas-sion that would lead us in - to sin;
we are your own liv - ing mem-bers; where you live, there we shall be
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full of faith and hope and love, let wus do our Sav -ior’s bid-ding.
all dis-com-forts that an - noy shall give way to mirth here - af - ter.
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and the grave that shuts us in shall but prove the gate of heav-en.
in your pres-ence con-stant - ly, liv - ing there with you for - ev - er.
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Faith-ful Lord, with me a - bide; 1 shall fol - low where you guide.
Je - sus, here 1 share your woe; help me there your joy to know.
Je - sus, here with you [ die, there to live with you on high.
Je - sus, let me faith-ful be; life e - ter - nal grant to me.
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Text: Sigismund von Birken, 1626-1681; tr. Lutlieran Book of Worship, alt.
Music: LASSET UNS MIT JESU ZIEHEN, Georg G. Boltze, 18th cent.
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Dismissal
Go in peace. Remember the poor. Thanks be to God.

Reprinted, podcasted, and streamed with permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual
License #SAS012006, One License # A-726145, CCLI License #1881789, and CCLI Streaming
License #20660555. All rights reserved.
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