Fourth Sunday in Lent—March 14, 2021 9:45am Worship via Zoom

+ Gathering +
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
the keeper of the covenant,
the source of steadfast love,
our rock and our redeemer. Amen.

God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ.
Let us return to the one who is full of compassion.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Fountain of living water, pour out your mercy over us. Our sin is
heavy, and we long to be free. Rebuild what we have ruined and
mend what we have torn. Wash us in your cleansing flood. Make
us alive in the Spirit to follow in the way of Jesus, as healers and
restorers of the world you so love. Amen.

Beloved, God'’s word never fails. The promise rests on grace: by
the saving love of Jesus Christ, the wisdom and power of God,
your sins are + forgiven, and God remembers them no more.
Journey in the way of Jesus. Amen.
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Gathering Song Forever

Give thanks to the Lord, our God and King.
His love endures forever.

For He is good, He is above all things.

His love endures forever.

Sing praise. Sing praise.

With a mighty hand and outstretched arm.
His love endures forever.

For the life that's been reborn.

His love endures forever.

Sing praise. Sing praise.

Sing praise, sing praise.

Yeah, forever God is faithful.
Forever God is strong.
Forever God is with us, forever, forever.

From the rising to the setting sun

His love endures forever.

And by the grace of God we will carry on.
His love endures forever.

Sing praise, sing praise.

Sing praise, sing praise.

Forever.

Greeting ELW p.138

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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Kyrie ELW p.138-39
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cY.
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A - men.
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Prayer of the Day ELW p.28
O God, rich in mercy, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up
this fallen world and rescued us from the hopelessness of death.
Lead us into your light, that all our deeds may reflect your love,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

+ Word +
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

First Reading Numbers 21:4-9
A reading from Numbers.

4From Mount Hor [the Israelites] set out by the way to the Red
Seq, to go around the land of Edom; but the people became
impatient on the way. 5The people spoke against God and
against Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die
in the wildernesse For there is no food and no water, and we
detest this miserable food.” ¢Then the LORD sent poisonous
serpents among the people, and they bit the people, so that
many lsraelites died. "The people came to Moses and said, “We
have sinned by speaking against the LORD and against you; pray
to the LORD to take away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed
for the people. 8And the LORD said to Moses, “Make a poisonous
serpent, and set it on a pole; and everyone who is bitten shall
look at it and live.” So Moses made a serpent of bronze, and put
it upon a pole; and whenever a serpent bit someone, that
person would look at the serpent of bronze and live.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22

Let us recite together Psalm 107, verses 1 through 3 and 17
through 22, as translated in the Evangelical Lutheran Worship
hymnal.

1Give thanks to the LORD, for the LORD is good,
for God’s mercy endures forever.
2Let the redeemed of the LORD proclaim
that God redeemed them from the hand of the foe,
3gathering them in from the lands;
from the east and from the west, from the north and from
the south.
17Some were fools and took rebellious paths;
through their sins they were afflicted.
18They loathed all manner of food
and drew near to death’s door.
“Then in their frouble they cried to the LORD
and you delivered them from their distress.
20You sent forth your word and healed them
and rescued them from the grave.
21Let them give thanks to you, LORD, for your steadfast love
and your wonderful works for all people.
22| et them offer sacrifices of thanksgiving
and tell of your deeds with shouts of joy.
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Second Reading Ephesians 2:1-10
A reading from Ephesians.

You were dead through the frespasses and sins 2in which you
once lived, following the course of this world, following the ruler
of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work among those
who are disobedient. 3All of us once lived among them in the
passions of our flesh, following the desires of flesh and senses,
and we were by nature children of wrath, like everyone else. 4But
God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he
loved us seven when we were dead through our trespasses,
made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been
saved—sand raised us up with him and seated us with him in the
heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7so that in the ages to come he
might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness
toward us in Christ Jesus. 8For by grace you have been saved
through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God—
’not the result of works, so that no one may boast. 1For we are
what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works,
which God prepared beforehand to be our way of life.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.
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ELW p.142
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Gospel Reading John 3:14-21

The holy gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] ™"Just as Moses liffed up the serpent in the
wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, '>that whoever
believes in him may have eternal life. ¢*For God so loved the
world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes
in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 7*Indeed, God
did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but
in order that the world might be saved through him. '8Those who
believe in him are not condemned; but those who do not
believe are condemned already, because they have not
believed in the name of the only Son of God. PAnd this is the
judgment, that the light has come into the world, and people
loved darkness rather than light because their deeds were evil.
2For all who do evil hate the light and do not come to the light,
so that their deeds may not be exposed. 21But those who do
what is frue come to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that
their deeds have been done in God.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
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Sermon The Rev. Leslie D. Weber

Song of the Day All Creation Sings #1006

By Grace We Have Been Saved

Text: Jonathan Rundman, b. 1971
Music: BY GRACE, Nathan Houge, b. 1977, and Jonathan Rundman

Text © 2006 Jonathan Rundman and Salt Lady Music (ASCAP), admin. Augsburg Fortress
Music © 2006 Nathan Houge and Lutefist (ASCAP), and Jonathan Rundman and Salt Lady Music, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.

4 Refrain
bt T — T
Ot —a o1

By grace we have been saved— saved by grace through faith,
Dby
1l | 1 1 | f f
¥ | I | I | | | ] | |
fom s e s s e e =
v, =
not be-cause of what we do; it is  the gift of God.
Q 4 8.

i f

e - | | | | | | | - - | |
D o o o o @ g o —

’ il 4
1 On the days when you are weak, on the
2 Rest your bod - y, rest your mind, in the
3 You don’t need to be a - fraid. You will

H L
;|E Hns | | | } = = d‘ '

LU | | | ‘ Pay -

A = i
days when you are strong, rich or poor,
still - ness you will find you're a love - 1y,
nev - er be a - lone. There is mer - cy,

B . Refrain
:'%gﬂ—ﬁ” = i I I f —1 }
_@ 11 | (7] p= | | l.

5 d o () d\_—/i (o) 2]
young or old, just lis - ten to the song.
pre - cious child, part of the great de - sign.
there is hope, and love will take you home.
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Nicene Creed p.126
With the whole church, let us confess our faith with the words of
the Nicene Creed:

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the
Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly
human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius
Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the
third day he rose again in accordance with the
scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at
the right hand of the Father. He will come again in
glory to judge the living and the dead, and his
kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic* and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the
world to come. Amen.
* universal
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Prayers of Intercession
Mighty God of mercy, we thank you for the resurrection dawn,
bringing the glory of our risen Lord who makes every day new.

Especially we thank you—

for the sustaining goodness of your creation...

for the new creation in Christ and all gifts of healing and

forgiveness...

for the gifts of relationship with others...

for the communion of faith in your church...

for what else do we give thankse...
(other prayers of thanksgiving can be share aloud,
silently, or in the chat box)

Merciful God of might, renew this weary world, heal the hurts of
all your children, and bring about your peace for all in Christ
Jesus, the living Lord.

Especially we pray—
for those who govern nations of the world...
for the people in countries ravaged by strife or warfare...
for all who work for peace and international harmony...
for all who strive to save the earth from carelessness and
destruction...
for the church of Jesus Christ in every land...
for what else do we praye...
(other prayers requests can be share aloud, silently, or
in the chat box)

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we
pray, trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

Peace

10



Fourth Sunday in Lent—March 14, 2021 9:45am Worship via Zoom

+Meal+
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

Offering
Thank you for supporting the mission of the church as you are able.
Electronic donations can be made at
https://tithe.ly/give _new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time /47561 1.
Checks can be also be sent to church:
521 Providence Rd, Chesapeake, VA 23325

Offering Prayer
Let us pray.
A brief silence is kept.
Faithful God, you walk beside us in desert places, and you meet
us in our hunger with bread from heaven. Accompany us in this
meal, that we may pass over from death to life with Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Holy God, our living Water and our merciful Guide, together with
rivers and seas, wells and springs we bless and magnify you.

You led your people Israel through the desert, and provided
them water from the rock.

We praise you for Christ, our Rock and our Water, who joined us
in our desert, pouring out his life for the world.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it
for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this
for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his life, death, and resurrection, we
await your salvation for all this thirsty world.

Pour out your Spirit on this holy food and on all the baptized
gathered for this feast: wash away our sin, that we may be
revived for our journey by the love of Christ.

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the
Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and forever. Amen.

Lord's Prayer
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kihngdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Communion
Jesus draws the whole world to himself. Come fto this meal and
be fed.

Where possible, commune one another saying “the body of
Chirist, given for you” and “the blood of Christ, shed for you.”

12
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Post Communion Prayer
Let us pray.
A brief silence is kept.
God of steadfast love, at this table you gather your people into
one body for the sake of the world. Send us in the power of your
Spirit, that our lives bear witness to the love that has made us
new in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

+Sending+
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

Blessing
You are what God made you to be: created in Christ Jesus for
good works, chosen as holy and beloved, freed to serve your
neighbor.

God bless you *+ that you may be a blessing, in the name of the
holy and life-giving Trinity. Amen.

Announcements
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Sending Song

“What Wondrous Love Is This" ELW#666
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1 What won-drous love is this, O my soul, O my soul! What
2 When 1 was sink - ing down, sink-ing down, sink-ing down, when
3 To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I will sing; to
4 And when from death 'm free, I'll sing on, TI'll sing on; and
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O my soul! What won-drous love

is  this
I was sink - ing down, sink-ing down, when [ was sink - ing down
God and to the Lamb I will sing; to God and to the Lamb,

when from death I'm free,

I'll sing on;
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soul, for my soul, to bear the dread-ful curse for my soul?
soul, for my soul, Christ laid a - side his crown for my soul.
sing, I will sing, while mil - lions join the theme, I will sing.
on, I'll sing on; and through e - ter - ni - ty I'll sing on.
J | -
P w—— i Al i
T T ~] T

Text: North American folk hymn, 19th cent., alt.

Music: WONDROUS LOVE, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835; arr. Paul J. Christiansen, 1914-1997, alt.
Arr. © 1955 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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Dismissal
Go in peace. Remember the poor. Thanks be to God.

Reprinted, podcasted, and streamed with permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual
License #SAS012006, One License # A-726145, CCLI License #1881789, and CCLI Streaming
License #20660555. All rights reserved.
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