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+ Gathering + 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
Introduction 

This week, the center of the church’s year, is one of striking 
contrasts: Jesus rides into Jerusalem surrounded by shouts of 
glory, only to be left alone to die on the cross, abandoned by 
even his closest friends. Mark’s gospel presents Jesus in his 
complete human vulnerability: agitated, grieved, scared, 
forsaken. Though we lament Christ’s suffering and all human 
suffering, we also expect God’s salvation: in the wine and bread, 
Jesus promises that his death will mark a new covenant with all 
people. We enter this holy week thirsty for the completion of 
God’s astonishing work. 

 
Gathering Song           Hosanna 

 
Hosanna!  Hosanna!  Hosanna in the highest. 
Hosanna!  Hosanna!  Hosanna in the highest! 
 
Refrain: Lord, we lift up Your name, with hearts full of praise; 

Be exalted, oh Lord, my God!  Hosanna in the highest! 
 
Glory!  Glory!  Glory to the King of Kings! 
Glory!  Glory!  Glory to the King of Kings! 
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Processional Gospel              Mark 11:1-11 
 
The holy gospel according to Mark. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and 
Bethany, near the Mount of Olives, [Jesus] sent two of his 
disciples 2and said to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, 
and immediately as you enter it, you will find tied there a colt 
that has never been ridden; untie it and bring it. 3If anyone says 
to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ just say this, ‘The Lord needs it 
and will send it back here immediately.’ ” 4They went away and 
found a colt tied near a door, outside in the street. As they were 
untying it, 5some of the bystanders said to them, “What are you 
doing, untying the colt?” 6They told them what Jesus had said; 
and they allowed them to take it. 7Then they brought the colt to 
Jesus and threw their cloaks on it; and he sat on it. 8Many people 
spread their cloaks on the road, and others spread leafy 
branches that they had cut in the fields. 9Then those who went 
ahead and those who followed were shouting, “Hosanna! 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 10Blessed 
is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David! Hosanna in the 
highest heaven!” 11Then he entered Jerusalem and went into the 
temple; and when he had looked around at everything, as it was 
already late, he went out to Bethany with the twelve. 
 
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Processional Song          ELW #344 
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Prayer of the Day 
As we now enter into the contemplation of the passion of our 
Lord Jesus Christ and meditate on the salvation of the world 
through his sufferings, death, burial, and resurrection, let us pray: 
 
O God of mercy and might, in the mystery of the passion of your 
Son you offer your infinite life to the world. Gather us around the 
cross of Christ, and preserve us until the resurrection, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

+ Word + 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
First Reading           Isaiah 50:4-9a 

 
A reading from Isaiah. 
 
4The Lord GOD has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may 
know how to sustain the weary with a word. Morning by morning 
he wakens—wakens my ear to listen as those who are taught. 
5The Lord GOD has opened my ear, and I was not rebellious, I did 
not turn backward. 6I gave my back to those who struck me, and 
my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; I did not hide my 
face from insult and spitting. 7The Lord GOD helps me; therefore I 
have not been disgraced; therefore I have set my face like flint, 
and I know that I shall not be put to shame; 8he who vindicates 
me is near. Who will contend with me? Let us stand up together. 
Who are my adversaries? Let them confront me. 9aIt is the Lord 
GOD who helps me; who will declare me guilty? 

 
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God 
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Psalm 31:9-16 
Let us recite Psalm 31, verses 9-16, together, as printed in the 
hymnal: 

 
9Have mercy on me, O LORD, for I am in trouble; 

my eye is consumed with sorrow, and also my throat 
and my belly. 

10For my life is wasted with grief, and my years with sighing; 
my strength fails me because of affliction, and my bones 
are consumed. 

11I am the scorn of all my enemies, a disgrace to my neighbors, 
a dismay to my acquaintances; 

when they see me in the street they avoid me. 
12Like the dead I am forgotten, out of mind; 

I am as useless as a broken pot. 
13For I have heard the whispering of the crowd; fear is all around; 

they put their heads together against me; they plot to take 
my life. 

14But as for me, I have trusted in you, O LORD. 
I have said, “You are my God. 

15My times are in your hand; 
rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those 
who persecute me. 

16Let your face shine upon your servant; 
save me in your steadfast love.” 
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Second Reading             Philippians 2:5-11 
 

A reading from Philippians: 
 

5Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 6who, 
though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with 
God as something to be exploited, 7but emptied himself, taking 
the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And being 
found in human form, 8he humbled himself and became 
obedient to the point of death—even death on a cross. 
9Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name 
that is above every name, 10so that at the name of Jesus every 
knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
11and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 
glory of God the Father. 
 
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God 
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Gospel Acclamation         ELW p.142 

 
 
Gospel Reading       Mark 14:1-15:47 

 
The holy gospel according to Mark. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

The Passion Reading from Mark 
will be read by a variety of voices. 

 
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Song of the Day    “My Song Is Love Unknown” ELW #343 
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Nicene Creed                 p.126 
With the whole church, let us confess our faith with the words 
on the Nicene Creed: 
 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth,  
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation  

he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the 
Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly 
human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 
Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the 
third day he rose again in accordance with the 
scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father. He will come again in 
glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 
kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic* and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the 
world to come. Amen. 

* universal 
  



Palm/Passion Sunday—March 28, 2021—9:45am Worship via Zoom 

10 

Prayers of Intercession 
Mighty God of mercy, we thank you for the resurrection dawn, 
bringing the glory of our risen Lord who makes every day new. 
 
Especially we thank you— 

for the sustaining goodness of your creation… 
for the new creation in Christ and all gifts of healing and 
forgiveness… 
for the gifts of relationship with others… 
for the communion of faith in your church… 
for what else do we give thanks?... 

(other prayers of thanksgiving can be share aloud, 
silently, or in the chat box) 

 
Merciful God of might, renew this weary world, heal the hurts of 
all your children, and bring about your peace for all in Christ 
Jesus, the living Lord. 
 
Especially we pray— 

for those who govern nations of the world… 
for the people in countries ravaged by strife or warfare… 
for all who work for peace and international harmony… 
for all who strive to save the earth from carelessness and 
destruction… 
for the church of Jesus Christ in every land… 
for what else do we pray?... 

(other prayers requests can be share aloud, silently, or 
in the chat box) 
 

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we 
pray, trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 

 
Peace 
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+Meal+ 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
Offering 
Thank you for supporting the mission of the church as you are able. 

Electronic donations can be made at 
https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/475611. 

Checks can be also be sent to church: 
521 Providence Rd, Chesapeake, VA 23325 

 
Offering Prayer 

Let us pray. 
A brief silence is kept. 

Faithful God, you walk beside us in desert places, and you meet 
us in our hunger with bread from heaven. Accompany us in this 
meal, that we may pass over from death to life with Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 
Great Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Holy God, our living Water and our merciful Guide, together with 
rivers and seas, wells and springs we bless and magnify you. 
 
You led your people Israel through the desert, and provided 
them water from the rock. 
 
We praise you for Christ, our Rock and our Water, who joined us 
in our desert, pouring out his life for the world. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it 
for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 
for the remembrance of me. 
 
Remembering, therefore, his life, death, and resurrection, we 
await your salvation for all this thirsty world. 
 
Pour out your Spirit on this holy food and on all the baptized 
gathered for this feast: wash away our sin, that we may be 
revived for our journey by the love of Christ. 
 
Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the 
Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and forever. Amen. 

 
Lord's Prayer 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Communion 

Jesus draws the whole world to himself. 
Come to this meal and be fed. 
 
Where possible, commune one another saying “the body of 
Christ, given for you” and “the blood of Christ, shed for you.” 
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Prayer after Communion 
Let us pray. 

A brief silence is kept. 
God of steadfast love, at this table you gather your people into 
one body for the sake of the world. Send us in the power of your 
Spirit, that our lives bear witness to the love that has made us 
new in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

+ Sending + 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
Blessing 

You are what God made you to be: created in Christ Jesus for 
good works, chosen as holy and beloved, freed to serve your 
neighbor. 
 
God bless you ☩ that you may be a blessing, in the name of the 
holy and life-giving Trinity. Amen. 

 
Announcements 
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Sending Song        “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded” ELW #351 
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Dismissal 
Go in peace. Remember the poor. Thanks be to God. 
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