Fourth Sunday of Easter Sunday—April 25, 2021—9:45am Worship via Zoom

+ Gathering +
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Prelude

Easter Acclamation
Alleluial Christ is Risen. Christ is Risen Indeed. Allelvia!l
Gathering Song “Firm Foundation”
Refrain:  Jesus, You're my firm foundation; | know | can stand
secure. Jesus, You're my firm foundation; | put my
hope in Your holy Word, | put my hope in Your holy
Word.

| have a living hope, (I have a living hope),

| have a future, (I have a future.)

God has a plan for me, (God has a plan for me),
Of this I'm sure, of this I'm sure!

Your Word is faithful, (Your Word is faithful,)
Mighty in power, (mighty in power).

God will deliver me, (God will deliver me),
Of this I'm sure, of this I'm sure.

| put my hope in Your holy Word, | put my hope in Your holy Word.
Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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Kyrie ELW #157
Assistant: In peace, in peace,
Refrain
A s Assistant: Congregation:

Let us pray to the Lord, have mer - cy, Christ, have
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mer - cy, Lord, have mer - cy.

Assistant: For the Reign of God, and for peace throughout the world, for the
unity of all . . . (to Refrain)

Assistant: For your people here, who have come to give you praise, for the
strength to live your Word . . . (to Refrain)

A 4 Assistant:
— - I : ;
[ an ) £ 2 5 4 ' ,J |
AN | = |
Help, save and de - fend us, 0O
E m o Congregation:
oo i
NV GI = =
e) e
God. A - men.



Fourth Sunday of Easter Sunday—April 25, 2021—9:45am Worship via Zoom

Hymn of Praise ELW #167

nud Refrain ‘ ‘
v — D Py H I D h— | N
©""e ¢ 4| e o, ——
y , r -
Now the feast and «cel - e - bra-tion, all of cre - a - tion
n ” L 1
P.&DE Ty = [ N, . [t e i,
@ Il ‘IL él ) !| i dl _‘_d_ | v\ | v\ P
sings for joy to the God of life and love and free-dom;
0 4 4
#ﬁ:ﬁ; > I ! I f I I T
G " ¢ |e e e
J ' r . * e
praise and glo-ry for - ev - er -  more!
0 4 # . .
i | p a——— ——— o — o —— i
R T e e e
¢ | Now 1s the feast of the Lamb once slain, whose blood has
Refrain
@9 #E“#“E s s e v e e e s i
|l | Fi . | | |
5 ] Y & T M & & s
freed and u - nit-ed us to be one great peo-ple of God.
B ITWAT] ! : B— I I ~
[N 1 ——— "
— * r_— . P
v - - - -
L 2 Pow - er and rich-es, wis-dom and might, all hon - or and
Nu# Refrain
L — i i h h— i i -
g - > s & & - »
glo-ry to Christ for - ev - er
0 4 |
Y #e | IN | | | h | ] I
e e T e T L M) pe e
D 7 1o i — s
3 For God has come to dwell with us, to make us peo-ple of
0wt Refrain
Y #le — g e . — — . -
"o o w— ) P I . .
ANV 4 I I I | I I I I I
] | —— ' | | |
God; to make all things new.

Text and music: Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Text and music © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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Prayer of the Day .33
O Lord Christ, good shepherd of the sheep, you seek the lost and
guide us into your fold. Feed us, and we shall be satisfied; heal
us, and we shall be whole. Make us one with you, for you live and
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.

+ Word +
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

First Reading AcCTts 4:5-12
A reading from Acts.

SThe next day [the] rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in
Jerusalem, éwith Annas the high priest, Caiaphas, John, and
Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. “"When
they had made the prisoners stand in their midst, they inquired,
“By what power or by what name did you do this¢"” 8Then Peter,
filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and
elders, %if we are questioned today because of a good deed
done to someone who was sick and are asked how this man has
been healed, 19et it be known to all of you, and to all the people
of Israel, that this man is standing before you in good health by
the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom
God raised from the dead. '"This Jesus is ‘the stone that was
rejected by you, the builders; it has become the cornerstone.’
2There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name
under heaven given among mortals by which we must be
saved.”

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God
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Psalm 23
Let us recite together Psalm 23 as translated in the Evangelical
Lutheran Worship hymnal:

'The LORD is my shepherd;

| shall not be in want.
2The LORD makes me lie down in green pastures

and leads me beside still waters.
3You restore my soul, O LORD,

and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake.
4“Though | walk through the valley of the shadow of death, |
shall fear no evil;

for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort

me.
SYou prepare a table before me in the presence of my
enemies;

you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over.
¢Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my
life,

and | will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.
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Second Reading 1 John 3:16-24

A reading from First John.

16We know love by this, that [Jesus Christ] laid down his life for
us—and we ought to lay down our lives for one another. 7"How
does God'’s love abide in anyone who has the world’'s goods
and sees a brother or sister in need and yet refuses helpe

18Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in fruth
and action. 1?And by this we will know that we are from the fruth
and will reassure our hearts before him 2whenever our hearts
condemn us; for God is greater than our hearts, and he knows
everything. 21Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have
boldness before God; 2and we receive from him whatever we
ask, because we obey his commandments and do what pleases
him. 2And this is his commandment, that we should believe in
the name of his Son Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he
has commanded us. 24All who obey his commandments abide
in him, and he abides in them. And by this we know that he
abides in us, by the Spirit that he has given us.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God

Gospel Acclamation (from Now the Feast & Celebration)
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Gospel Reading John 10:11-18
The holy gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] "l am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays
down his life for the sheep. 2The hired hand, who is not the
shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming
and leaves the sheep and runs away—and the wolf snatches
them and scatters them. 13The hired hand runs away because a
hired hand does not care for the sheep. 4 am the good
shepherd. | know my own and my own know me, Sjust as the
Father knows me and | know the Father. And | lay down my life
for the sheep. 14l have other sheep that do not belong to this
fold. | must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So
there will be one flock, one shepherd. 7For this reason the Father
loves me, because | lay down my life in order to take it up again.
18No one takes it from me, but | lay it down of my own accord. |
have power to lay it down, and | have power to take it up again.
| have received this command from my Father.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon The Rev. Leslie D. Weber
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Song of the Day ELW#502
The King of Love My Shepherd Is
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5 Thou spreadst a table in my sight; 6 And so, through all the length of days,
thine unction grace bestoweth; thy goodness faileth never.
and, oh, what transport of delight Good Shepherd, may I sing thy praise
from thy pure chalice floweth! within thy house forever.

Text: Henry W. Baker, 1821-1877
Music: ST. COLUMBA, Irish tune
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Nicene Creed p.126

With the whole church, let us confess our faith with the words of
the Nicene Creed:

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and
the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic* and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
* universal
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Prayers of Intercession
Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring
our prayers before God who promises to hear us and answer in
steadfast love.
A brief silence.

Loving Shepherd, you know your own and your own know you.
Your voice calls us to your loving embrace. Strengthen your
church throughout the world that we bear witness to your
expansive love. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Gracious Shepherd, you are generous with the gifts of goodness
and mercy. Restore your creation to wholeness so that cities and
towns, countryside and wilderness, may abound with life. Hear
us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Hope-giving Shepherd, the nations and peoples are your
heritage. Place into the hearts of all leaders and rulers the
passion to serve. Crucify any desire to overpower others and
give leaders joy in lifting up the lowly. Hear us, O God. Your
mercy is great.

Abiding Shepherd, your love flows as we reach out to those
around us. Move us with your Spirit, so that we lay down our lives
for those in need, especially those listed on our prayer list and
those we name now aloud or silently (pause for names). Help us
love one another in truth and action. Hear us, O God. Your
mercy is great.

Eternal Shepherd, you hold us securely in your loving hands. In
the assurance of resurrection hope, we remember our loved
ones who have died in you. Bring us, with them, to dwell in your
house forever. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you,

trusting in your never-ending goodness and mercy; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Peace

+Meal+
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

Offering
Thank you for supporting the mission of the church as you are able.
Electronic donations can be made at
https://tithe.ly/give _new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time /47561 1.
Checks can be also be sent to church:
521 Providence Rd, Chesapeake, VA 23325

Offering Prayer
Let us pray.
A brief silence is kept.
God of love, you call us beloved children and welcome us to
your table. Receive our lives and the gifts we offer. Abide with us
and send us in service to a suffering world; for the sake of your
beloved Child, Jesus Christ. Amen.

Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Holy, living, and loving God, we praise you for creating the
heavens and the earth.

We bless you for bringing Noah and his family through the waters
of the flood, for freeing your people Israel from the bonds of
slavery, and for sending your Son to be our Redeemer.

We give you thanks for Jesus who, living among us, healed the

sick, fed the hungry, and with a love stronger than death, gave
his life for others.

11
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In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it
for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this
for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his life-giving death and glorious
resurrection, we await your promised life for all this dying world.

Breathe your Spirit on us and on this bread and cup: carry us in
your arms from death to life, that we may live as your chosen
ones, clothed in the righteousness of Christ.

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the
Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and forever. Amen

Lord's Prayer
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught
us.

Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kihgdom come,

your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial

and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,

and the glory are yours,

now and forever.

Amen.
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Communion
The risen Christ invites us to this table.
Come, eat, and be satisfied.

Where possible, commune one another saying “the body of
Chirist, given for you” and “the blood of Christ, shed for you.”

Agnus Dei (from Now the Feast & Celebration)
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Prayer after Communion
Let us pray.
A brief silence is kept.
Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put gladness in our
hearts. Satisfy the hunger still around us, and send us as joyful
withesses, that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

+ Sending +
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

Blessing
May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and
to love the risen Lord Jesus.

The God of life, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and
forever. Amen.

Announcements
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Sending Song “Shepherd of My Soul”

Shepherd of my soul, | give You full conftrol,
Wherever You may lead | will follow.

| have made the choice to listen for Your voice,
Wherever You may lead | will go.

Be it in a quiet pasture or by a gentle stream,

The Shepherd of my soul is by my side.

Should | face a mighty mountain or a valley dark and deep
The Shepherd of my soul will be my guide.

Dismissal
Alleluial Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluvia!
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluial
Thanks be to God. Allelvia!

Reprinted, podcasted, and streamed with permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual
License #SAS012006, One License # A-726145, CCLI License #1881789, and CCLI Streaming
License #20660555. All rights reserved.
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