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Baptism of Our Lord—January 7, 2024—10am 
 

+ Gathering + 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
Prelude       “Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring” 

arr. by J.S. Bach 
 
+ Confession and Forgiveness 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, creator of darkness 
and light, word of truth, wind sweeping over the waters. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one 
another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
God, our rock and refuge, we pour out our hearts before 
you. We have known you but have not always loved you. 
We have wounded one another and sinned against you. 
We have not always recognized the Holy Spirit dwelling in 
each of us. Remember your covenant. Renew your 
creation. Restore us, that we might proclaim your good 
news to all. Amen. 
 
The voice of the Lord is upon the waters. God has spoken: 
The time of grace is now. In Jesus, the reign of God has 
come near. By the authority of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are 
forgiven. You are God’s beloved. Amen. 

  



2 

+ Gathering Song            ELW #673 
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+ Greeting                ELW p.98 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and 
the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

 
+ Kyrie                 ELW p.98 
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Hymn of Praise               ELW p.99 
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+ Prayer of the Day              ELW p.22 
 

+Word+ 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
First Reading              Genesis 1:1-5 

 
A reading from Genesis. 
 
1In the beginning when God created the heavens and the 
earth, 2the earth was a formless void and darkness 
covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God 
swept over the face of the waters. 3Then God said, “Let 
there be light”; and there was light. 4And God saw that the 
light was good; and God separated the light from the 
darkness. 5God called the light Day, and the darkness he 
called Night. And there was evening and there was 
morning, the first day. 
 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 



7 

Psalm 29 
Let us sing Psalm 29 responsively by verse as translated in 
the Evangelical Lutheran Worship Hymnal. 

 

1Ascribe to the | LORD, you gods, 
ascribe to the LORD glo- | ry and strength. 

2Ascribe to the LORD the glory | due God’s name; 
worship the LORD in the beau- | ty of holiness. 

3The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of | 
glory thunders; 

the LORD is upon the | mighty waters. 
4The voice of the LORD is a pow- | erful voice; 

the voice of the LORD is a | voice of splendor. 
5The voice of the LORD breaks the | cedar trees; 

the LORD breaks the ce- | dars of Lebanon; 
6the LORD makes Lebanon skip | like a calf, 

and Mount Hermon like a | young wild ox. 
7The voice | of the LORD 

bursts forth in | lightning flashes. 
8The voice of the LORD | shakes the wilderness; 

the LORD shakes the wilder- | ness of Kadesh. 
9The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe and 
strips the | forests bare. 

And in the temple of the LORD all are | crying, “Glory!” 
10The LORD sits enthroned a- | bove the flood; 

the LORD sits enthroned as king for- | evermore. 
11O LORD, give strength | to your people; 

give them, O LORD, the bless- | ings of peace. 
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Second Reading           Acts 19:1-7 
 
A reading from Acts. 
 
1While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the 
interior regions and came to Ephesus, where he found 
some disciples. 2He said to them, “Did you receive the Holy 
Spirit when you became believers?” They replied, “No, we 
have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” 3Then he 
said, “Into what then were you baptized?” They answered, 
“Into John’s baptism.” 4Paul said, “John baptized with the 
baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in the 
one who was to come after him, that is, in Jesus.” 5On 
hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord 
Jesus. 6When Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy 
Spirit came upon them, and they spoke in tongues and 
prophesied—7altogether there were about twelve of 
them. 
 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 

 
+ Gospel Acclamation           ELW p.102 

 
  



9 

+ Gospel Reading        Mark 1:4-11 
 
The holy gospel according to Mark. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
4John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, 
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness 
of sins. 5And people from the whole Judean countryside 
and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, 
and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing 
their sins. 6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a 
leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild 
honey. 7He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful 
than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down 
and untie the thong of his sandals. 8I have baptized you 
with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 
9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and 
was baptized by John in the Jordan. 10And just as he was 
coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn 
apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. 11And 
a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; 
with you I am well pleased.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Young at Heart Message & Sermon The Rev. Leslie D. Weber 
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+ Song of the Day       “Unstoppable God” 
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+ Nicene Creed             ELW p.104 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and 
the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic* and apostolic 
church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of 
the world to come. Amen. 

* universal 
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Installation of 2024 Leaders 
People of God, I ask you: Will you support your elected 
leaders, and will you share in the mutual ministry that Christ 
has given to all who are baptized? 
We will, and we ask God to help us. 

 
+ Prayers of Intercession 

God of grace, receive our prayer. 
 
+ Peace 
 

+Meal+ 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
Offering 

Thank you for supporting the mission of the 
church as you are able! 

Electronic donations can be made at 
https://give.tithe.ly/?formId=622d08be-6865-

11ee-90fc-1260ab546d11. 
 
+ Offering Prayer 
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+ Great Thanksgiving           ELW p.107 

 
 
+ Proper Preface 
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+ Sanctus              ELW p.108 

 
 
+ Thanksgiving at the Table (X)           ELW p.69 
 
+ Lord's Prayer             ELW p.112 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
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+ Invitation to Communion 
 
Agnus Dei              ELW p.112 

 
Notes about Communion Distribution at Grace 

When we're gathered around the table, there is enough 
food, drink, blessing, space and time for all to share in Holy 
Communion! GLC practices Eucharistic hospitality since we 
trust that God welcomes all who come to the table where 

Christ is both host and meal. 
Wine (red) and grape juice (white) are distributed in 

individual cups. 
Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. 

If you prefer to stay in the pew, there are prepackaged kits 
(wine, juice, and gluten free options) available at the 

sanctuary doors. If you prefer not to receive the wafer and 
wine/grape juice, you may kneel or stand at the rail with arms 

folded across your chest to receive a blessing. 
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Distribution Song            ELW #483 

 
 
+ Table Blessing 
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+ Post Communion Canticle          ELW p.113 

 
 
+ Prayer after Communion 
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+ Sending + 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
+ Blessing 
 
Announcements 
 
+ Sending Song      TFF #241(see next page) 
 
+ Dismissal 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude 
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