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Page numbers (p.) are in front half of the hymnal. 
Hymn numbers (#) are in back half of the hymnal. 

Everyone is invited to join in bolded responses. 
+ Please stand as you are able. 

 
+ Gathering + 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 
Prelude       “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming” 

arr. Polly Besakova 
 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath       “He Came Down” ELW #253 v.1-2 
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+ Confession and Forgiveness 
 
Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, who alone does wondrous 
things. Blessed be God’s name forever. Amen. 
 
Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep. Let us confront our 
sins, and confess them to the one who is merciful and just. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
God of new beginnings, we confess that we have not welcomed 
your holy reign. We have strayed from your paths. We prepare 
for war instead of peace. We dishonor one another and your 
creation. Purify us with your refining fire and set us again on your 
way of love, that we may bear fruit worthy of repentance, and 
welcome your coming among us. Amen. 
 
People of God, a new thing is growing in our midst, a tender 
branch, a living sign. By water and the Spirit you are joined to this 
wonder. You have put on ☩ Christ, and your sins have been 
washed away. Rejoice in the way of the Lord. Amen. 
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+ Gathering Song           “You Are Holy (Prince of Peace)” 
You are holy (You are holy) 
You are mighty (You are mighty) 
You are worthy (You are worthy) 
Worthy of praise (worthy of praise) 
I will follow (I will follow) 
I will listen (I will listen) 
I will love You (I will love You) 
All of my days (all of my days) 
 
Refrain A: 
I will sing to 
and worship 
The King who 
is worthy. 
And I will love and 
adore Him, 
and I will bow down 
before Him. 
And I will sing to 
and worship 
The King who 
is worthy. 
And I will love and 
adore Him, 
And I will bow down 
before Him 
You're my Prince of Peace 
And I will live my life for You. 

Refrain B: 
You are Lord of lords, 
You are King of kings, 
You are mighty God, 
Lord of ev'rything. 
You're Emmanuel, 
You're the Great I Am, 
You're the Prince of Peace 
who is the Lamb. 
You're the living God, 
You're my saving grace. 
You will reign forever; 
You are Ancient of Days. 
You are Alpha Omega, 
Beginning and End. 
You're my Savior; Messiah, 
Redeemer and Friend. 
You're my Prince of Peace, 
And I will live my life for You. 

 
You’re my Prince of Peace, and I will live my life for You. 
 

Marc Imboden & Tammi Rhoton © 1994 Imboden Music 
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+ Prayer of the Day           ELW p.18 
Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. 
By his coming nurture our growth as people of repentance and 
peace; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
+Word+ 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 
Bell Choir       O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” 

arr. by Mitchell Eithun & Sandra Eithun 
 
First Reading             Isaiah11:1-10 

 
A reading from Isaiah. 
 
1A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch 
shall grow out of his roots. 2The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, 
the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and 
might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 3His 
delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 
He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide by what his 
ears hear; 4but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and 
decide with equity for the meek of the earth; he shall strike the 
earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he 
shall kill the wicked. 5Righteousness shall be the belt around his 
waist, and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 
6The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with 
the kid, the calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a little 
child shall lead them. 7The cow and the bear shall graze, their 
young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the 
ox. 8The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the 
weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 9They will not 
hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full 
of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea. 
10On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the 
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peoples; the nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be 
glorious. 
 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

Second Reading              Romans 15:4-13 
 
A reading from Romans. 
 
4Whatever was written in former days was written for our 
instruction, so that by steadfastness and by the encouragement 
of the scriptures we might have hope. 5May the God of 
steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony 
with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, 6so that 
together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 
7Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed 
you, for the glory of God. 8For I tell you that Christ has become a 
servant of the circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in order 
that he might confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, 9and 
in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is 
written, “Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles, and 
sing praises to your name”; 10and again he says, “Rejoice, O 
Gentiles, with his people”; 11and again, “Praise the Lord, all you 
Gentiles, and let all the peoples praise him” 12and again Isaiah 
says, “The root of Jesse shall come, the one who rises to rule the 
Gentiles; in him the Gentiles shall hope.” 13May the God of hope 
fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may 
abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 
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+ Gospel Acclamation         “Alleluia” 
Alleluia, Alleluia, I am the light of the world. 
Alleluia, Alleluia, I am the light of the world. 
Those who follow me will not walk in darkness. 
Those who follow me will have the light of life. 
 

Larry Olson © 1990 Dakota Road Music 
 
+ Gospel Reading        Matthew 3:1-12 

 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of 
Judea, proclaiming, 2“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has 
come near.” 3This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke 
when he said, “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.’ ” 4Now 
John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his 
waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. 5Then the people 
of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and all the 
region along the Jordan, 6and they were baptized by him in the 
river Jordan, confessing their sins. 7But when he saw many 
Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, 
“You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to 
come? 8Bear fruit worthy of repentance. 9Do not presume to say 
to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, 
God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 
10Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree 
therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown 
into the fire. 11“I baptize you with water for repentance, but one 
who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy 
to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and 
fire. 12His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his 
threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the granary; but the 
chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Young at Heart Message & Sermon          The Rev. Kelly Bayer Derrick 
 
+ Song of the Day         “Build Up” 

Refrain: Build up, prepare the way. 
Remove obstructions from my people’s way. 
Build up, prepare the way. 
God is near, God is here today. 

 
Break the chains of injustice.   
Let the oppressed go free. 
Share our homes with the homeless, and our bread with the 
hungry. 
 
God sees all our destruction; how we get in love’s way.  
Still God comes and meets us, with a steady healing embrace. 
 
Then your light will break forth like the dawn, and your healing 
will break into song. 
 

Hans Peterson and Larry Olson © 1996 Dakota Road Music 
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+ Nicene Creed          ELW p.104 
With the whole church, let us confess our faith with the words of 
the Nicene Creed. 
 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation  

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and 
the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic* and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
* universal 
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+ Prayers of Intercession          sung refrain: “Come by Here” TFF #43 
As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for 
a world that yearns for new hope. 
 
Refrain: Come by here, my Lord, come by here; come by 

here, my Lord, come by here; come by here, my Lord, 
come by here; O Lord, come by here. 

Traditional 

 
God, you renew the church in every age. We give thanks for 
hymn writers and theologians. Inspire teachers, writers, and 
musicians to delight and instruct your people. 
 
You give us a vision of creation in harmony, when hurting and 
destruction will be no more. Teach us to be stewards of the earth 
and companions to its creatures. Restore to balance and 
wholeness what human greed has harmed. 
 
You defend the cause of all who are poor and oppressed. Raise 
up leaders who will govern with equity and serve the common 
good. Guide judges, lawmakers, and public officials to protect 
the rights of those who cannot advocate for themselves. 

Refrain 
You deliver those in need from suffering and fear. Come to the 
aid of any who are exploited or abused, especially children, 
elders, and victims of human trafficking. Provide safety and help 
to our neighbors without shelter, refugees, and those fleeing 
violence. We pray especially for those listed on our prayer list and 
those we name now aloud or silently (pause for names). 
 
You embrace all who have died trusting in your promises, and 
we give thanks for their faithful witness. Sustain us in hope until 
we are united with them in the joy of your eternal presence. 
 
God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, 
gather our prayers and join them with the prayers of all your 
children. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

Refrain 
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+ Peace 
 

+Meal+ 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
Offering 

Thank you for supporting the mission of the 
church as you are able! Electronic donations 

can be made at 
https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-

one-time/475611. 
Checks can be also be sent to church: 

521 Providence Rd, Chesapeake, VA 23325 
 
+ Offering Prayer 

Please stand as you are able. 
Let us pray. 

A brief silence is kept. 
Eternal God, you make the desert bloom and send springs of 
water to thirsty ground. Receive these simple gifts of bread, wine, 
and money, and make us messengers of your mercy and love 
for all in need of your healing and justice. We ask this through 
Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 
+ Great Thanksgiving         ELW p.152 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
+ Thanksgiving at the Table 
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+ Lord's Prayer          ELW p.154 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught 
us: 
 
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
+ Invitation to Communion 

Be strong, do not fear! 
Here is your God, who has come to save you. 

 
Notes about Communion Distribution at Grace 

When we're gathered around the table, there is enough food, drink, 
blessing, space and time for all to share in Holy Communion! GLC 

practices Eucharistic hospitality since we trust that God welcomes all 
who come to the table where Christ is both host and meal. 

Wine (red) and grape juice (white) are distributed in individual cups. 
Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. 

If you prefer to stay in the pew, there are prepackaged kits (wine, 
juice, and gluten free options) available at the sanctuary doors. If 

you prefer not to receive the wafer and wine/grape juice, you may 
kneel or stand at the rail with arms folded across your chest to 

receive a blessing. 
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Communion Song       Jesus, Name Above All Names 
Jesus, name above all names, beautiful Savior, glorious Lord. 
Emmanuel, God is with us, blessed Redeemer, living Word 
 
Jesus, name above all names, beautiful Savior, glorious Lord. 
Emmanuel, God is with us, blessed Redeemer, living Word 
 
Jesus, name above all names, beautiful Savior, glorious Lord. 
Emmanuel, God is with us, blessed Redeemer, living Word 
 

Naida Hearn © 1974, 1978 Universal Music Brentwood Benson 
Publishing (Admin. by Brentwood-Benson Music Publishing, Inc.) 

 
+ Sending + 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 
Blessing 

God the eternal Word, who dwells with us in Jesus, and who holds 
us in the grace of the Holy Spirit, ☩ bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
Announcements 
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+ Sending Song         “Days of Elijah” 
These are the days of Elijah, declaring the word of the Lord; And 
these are the days of your servant, Moses, righteousness being 
restored; And though these are days of great trials, of famine 
and darkness and sword; Still we are the voice in the desert 
crying, “Prepare ye the way of the Lord.” 
 
Refrain: Behold He comes, riding on the clouds, shining like the 

sun at the trumpet call; Lift your voice, it’s the year of 
Jubilee, and out of Zion’s hill salvation comes. 

 
And these are the days of Ezekiel, the dry bones becoming as 
flesh; And these are the days of your servant, David, rebuilding a 
temple of praise; And these are the days of the harvest, the fields 
are as white in the world; And we are the laborers in Your 
vineyard, declaring the word of the Lord. 
 
There is no god like Jehovah, there is no god like Jehovah, 
there is no god like Jehovah, there is no god like Jehovah. 
 

Robin Mark © 1996 Song Solutions Daybreak 
(Admin. by Song Solutions www.songsolutions.org) 

 
+ Dismissal 

Go in peace. Remember the poor. Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude 
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