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Sixth Sunday of Easter—May 5, 2024—10am 
 

+ Gathering + 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
Prelude      “In Christ There Is No East or West” arr. Gilbert Martin 
 
+ Easter Acclamation 

Alleluia, Christ is Risen! Christ is Risen Indeed! Alleluia! 
 
+ Thanksgiving for Baptism 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the wellspring of 
grace, our Easter and our joy. Amen. 
 
Look, here is water! Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
 
Immersed in the promises of baptism, let us give thanks for 
what God has done for us. 
We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your voice 
thundered over the deep and water became the essence 
of life. Adam and Eve beheld Eden’s verdant rivers. The ark 
carried your creation through the flood into a new day. 
Miriam led the dancing as your people passed through the 
sea into freedom’s land. In a desert pool the Ethiopian 
official entered your boundless baptismal life. 
 
Look, here is water! Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
 
At the river your beloved Son was baptized by John and 
anointed with the Holy Spirit. By the baptism of Jesus’ 
death and resurrection you opened the floodgates of your 
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reconciling love, freeing us to live as Easter people. We 
rejoice with glad hearts, giving all honor and praise to you, 
through the risen Christ, our source of living water, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Look, here is water! Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
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+ Gathering Song       ELW #880 “O God beyond All Praising” 
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+ Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and 
the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

 
+ Kyrie               ELW p.147 
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+ Canticle of Praise            ELW p.149 
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+ Prayer of the Day              ELW p.34 
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+Word+ 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
First Reading              Acts 10:44-48 

 
A reading from Acts. 
 
44While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all 
who heard the word. 45The circumcised believers who had 
come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy 
Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles, 46for they 
heard them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then 
Peter said, 47“Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing 
these people who have received the Holy Spirit just as we 
have?” 48So he ordered them to be baptized in the name 
of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay for several 
days. 
 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

  



8 

Psalm 98 
Let us sing Psalm 98 responsively by verse as translated in 
the Evangelical Lutheran Worship Hymnal. 

 
1Sing a new song to the LORD, who has done | marvelous 
things, 

whose right hand and holy arm have | won the 
victory. 

2O LORD, you have made | known your victory, 
you have revealed your righteousness in the sight | of 
the nations. 

3You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to 
the | house of Israel; 

all the ends of the earth have seen the victory | of 
our God. 

4Shout with joy to the LORD, | all you lands; 
lift up your voice, re- | joice, and sing. 

5Sing to the LORD | with the harp, 
with the harp and the | voice of song. 

6With trumpets and the sound | of the horn 
shout with joy before the | king, the LORD. 

7Let the sea roar, and | all that fills it, 
the world and those who | dwell therein. 

8Let the rivers | clap their hands, 
and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD, who 
comes to | judge the earth. 

9The LORD will judge the | world with righteousness 
and the peo- | ples with equity. 
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Second Reading             1 John 5:1-6 
 
A reading from First John. 
 
1Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been 
born of God, and everyone who loves the parent loves the 
child. 2By this we know that we love the children of God, 
when we love God and obey his commandments. 3For the 
love of God is this, that we obey his commandments. And 
his commandments are not burdensome, 4for whatever is 
born of God conquers the world. And this is the victory that 
conquers the world, our faith. 5Who is it that conquers the 
world but the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of 
God? 
6This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, 
not with the water only but with the water and the blood. 
And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for the Spirit is the 
truth. 
 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 

 
+ Gospel Acclamation           ELW p.151 
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+ Gospel Reading              John 15:9-17 
 
The holy gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
[Jesus said:] 9“As the Father has loved me, so I have loved 
you; abide in my love. 10If you keep my commandments, 
you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s 
commandments and abide in his love. 11I have said these 
things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your 
joy may be complete. 
12“This is my commandment, that you love one another as 
I have loved you. 13No one has greater love than this, to 
lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14You are my friends if 
you do what I command you. 15I do not call you servants 
any longer, because the servant does not know what the 
master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I 
have made known to you everything that I have heard 
from my Father. 16You did not choose me but I chose you. 
And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, 
so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my 
name. 17I am giving you these commands so that you may 
love one another.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Young at Heart Message & Sermon      The Rev. Jim Cobb 
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+ Song of the Day ELW #804 “Come Down, O Love Divine” 

 



12 

+ Nicene Creed             ELW p.104 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and 
the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic* and apostolic 
church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of 
the world to come. Amen. 

* universal 
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+ Prayers of Intercession 
God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 
+ Peace 
 

+Meal+ 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
Offering 

Thank you for supporting the mission of the 
church as you are able! 

Electronic donations can be made at 
https://give.tithe.ly/?formId=622d08be-6865-

11ee-90fc-1260ab546d11. 
 
+ Offering Prayer 
 
+ Great Thanksgiving           ELW p.152 
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+ Proper Preface 
 

+ Sanctus              ELW p.153 

 
 

+ Thanksgiving at the Table (IV)         ELW p.111 
 

+ Lord's Prayer             ELW p.154 
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 

+ Invitation to Communion 
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Agnus Dei             ELW p.154 

 
Notes about Communion Distribution at Grace 

When we're gathered around the table, there is enough 
food, drink, blessing, space and time for all to share in Holy 
Communion! GLC practices Eucharistic hospitality since we 
trust that God welcomes all who come to the table where 

Christ is both host and meal. 
Wine (red) and grape juice (white) are distributed in 

individual cups. 
Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. 

If you prefer to stay in the pew, there are prepackaged kits 
(wine, juice, and gluten free options) available at the 

sanctuary doors. If you prefer not to receive the wafer and 
wine/grape juice, you may kneel or stand at the rail with arms 

folded across your chest to receive a blessing. 
 
Distribution Song         “Death in His Grave” (see next pages) 
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+ Table Blessing 
 
+ Post Communion Canticle           ELW #207 

 
 
+ Prayer after Communion 
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+ Sending + 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
+ Blessing 
 
Announcements 
 
+ Sending Song       “Joyful, Joyful” (see next page) 
 
+ Dismissal 

Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

 
Postlude 
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