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4th Sunday after Pentecost—June 25, 2023—9:45am 
 

+ Gathering + 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
Prelude        “God Will Take Care of You”  

arr. by Cindy Berry 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who greets us in this 
and every season, whose word never fails, whose promise 
is sure. Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of our 
neighbors. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Merciful God, we confess that we have sinned. We have 
hurt our community. We have squandered your blessings. 
We have hoarded your bounty. In the name of Jesus, 
forgive us and grant us your mercy. 
 
God is a cup of cold water when we thirst. God offers 
boundless grace when we fail. Claim the gift of God’s 
mercy: you are freed and forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 
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+ Gathering Song             “Friend of God” 
Who am I that You are mindful of me That You hear me 
when I call Is it true that You are thinking of me How You 
love me it's amazing 
 
I am a friend of God; I am a friend of God; 
I am a friend of God; He calls me friend. 
I am a friend of God; I am a friend of God; 
I am a friend of God; He calls me friend. 
 
Who am I that You are mindful of me That You hear me 
when I call Is it true that You are thinking of me How You 
love me it's amazing, it’s amazing! It’s amazing! 
 
I am a friend of God; I am a friend of God; 
I am a friend of God; You call me friend. 
I am a friend of God; I am a friend of God; 
I am a friend of God; He calls me friend. 
 
God Almighty Lord of Glory You have called me friend 
God Almighty Lord of Glory You have called me friend 
God Almighty Lord of Glory You have called me friend 
 
I am a friend of God; I am a friend of God; 
I am a friend of God; You call me friend. 
I am a friend of God; I am a friend of God; 
I am a friend of God; You call me friend. 
You call me friend. 
 

Israel Houghton | Michael Gungor 
© 2003 Integrity Worship Music (Admin. by Integrity Music) 

Integrity's Praise! Music (Admin. by Integrity Music) 
Sound Of The New Breed (Admin. by Integrity Music) 
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+ Greeting              ELW p.184 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and 
the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

 
+ Prayer of the Day              ELW p.40 
 

+Word+ 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
First Reading          Genesis 21:8-21 

 
A reading from Genesis. 
 
8The child [Isaac] grew, and was weaned; and Abraham 
made a great feast on the day that Isaac was weaned. 
9But Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, whom she 
had borne to Abraham, playing with her son Isaac. 10So 
she said to Abraham, “Cast out this slave woman with her 
son; for the son of this slave woman shall not inherit along 
with my son Isaac.” 11The matter was very distressing to 
Abraham on account of his son. 12But God said to 
Abraham, “Do not be distressed because of the boy and 
because of your slave woman; whatever Sarah says to 
you, do as she tells you, for it is through Isaac that offspring 
shall be named for you. 13As for the son of the slave 
woman, I will make a nation of him also, because he is your 
offspring.” 14So Abraham rose early in the morning, and 
took bread and a skin of water, and gave it to Hagar, 
putting it on her shoulder, along with the child, and sent 
her away. And she departed, and wandered about in the 
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wilderness of Beer-sheba. 
15When the water in the skin was gone, she cast the child 
under one of the bushes. 16Then she went and sat down 
opposite him a good way off, about the distance of a 
bowshot; for she said, “Do not let me look on the death of 
the child.” And as she sat opposite him, she lifted up her 
voice and wept. 17And God heard the voice of the boy; 
and the angel of God called to Hagar from heaven, and 
said to her, “What troubles you, Hagar? Do not be afraid; 
for God has heard the voice of the boy where he is. 
18Come, lift up the boy and hold him fast with your hand, 
for I will make a great nation of him.” 19Then God opened 
her eyes and she saw a well of water. She went, and filled 
the skin with water, and gave the boy a drink. 
20God was with the boy, and he grew up; he lived in the 
wilderness, and became an expert with the bow. 21He 
lived in the wilderness of Paran; and his mother got a wife 
for him from the land of Egypt. 
 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God 
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Psalm 86:1-10, 16-17         ELW #86 
Let us sing Psalm 86, verses 1 through 10 and 16 through 17, responsively by 
verse as translated in the Evangelical Lutheran Worship Hymnal. 

 
1Bow down your ear, O LORD, and | answer me, 

for I am poor | and in misery. 
2Keep watch over my life, for | I am faithful; 

save your servant who | trusts in you. 
3Be merciful to me, O Lord, for you | are my God; 

I call upon you all | the day long. 
4Gladden the soul | of your servant, 

for to you, O Lord, I lift | up my soul. 
5For you, O Lord, are good | and forgiving, 

and abundant in mercy toward all who | call upon you. 
6Give ear, O LORD, | to my prayer, 

and attend to the voice of my | supplications. 
7In the time of my trouble I will | call upon you, 

for you will | answer me. 
8Among the gods there is none like | you, O Lord, 

nor anything | like your works. 
9All the nations you have made will come and worship | you, O 
Lord, 

and glori- | fy your name. 
10For you are great; you do | wondrous things; 

and you a- | lone are God. 
 
16Turn to me and have mer- | cy on me; 

give your strength to your servant, and save the child | of 
your handmaid. 

17Show me a sign of your favor, so that those who hate me may 
see it and be | put to shame; 

because you, LORD, have helped me and com- | forted me. 
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+ Gospel Acclamation        ELW p.188 

 
 
+ Gospel Reading           Matthew 10:24-39 

 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
[Jesus said to the twelve:] 24“A disciple is not above the 
teacher, nor a slave above the master; 25it is enough for 
the disciple to be like the teacher, and the slave like the 
master. If they have called the master of the house 
Beelzebul, how much more will they malign those of his 
household! 
26“So have no fear of them; for nothing is covered up that 
will not be uncovered, and nothing secret that will not 
become known. 27What I say to you in the dark, tell in the 
light; and what you hear whispered, proclaim from the 
housetops. 28Do not fear those who kill the body but 
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cannot kill the soul; rather fear him who can destroy both 
soul and body in hell. 29Are not two sparrows sold for a 
penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart 
from your Father. 30And even the hairs of your head are all 
counted. 31So do not be afraid; you are of more value than 
many sparrows. 
32“Everyone therefore who acknowledges me before 
others, I also will acknowledge before my Father in 
heaven; 33but whoever denies me before others, I also will 
deny before my Father in heaven. 
34“Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the 
earth; I have not come to bring peace, but a sword. 
35For I have come to set a man against his father, and a 
daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law 
against her mother-in-law; 36and one’s foes will be 
members of one’s own household. 37Whoever loves father 
or mother more than me is not worthy of me; and whoever 
loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me; 
38and whoever does not take up the cross and follow me 
is not worthy of me. 39Those who find their life will lose it, 
and those who lose their life for my sake will find it.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Young at Heart Message & Sermon   The Rev. Beth Woodard 
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+ Song of the Day   ELW #785 “When Peace Like a River” 
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+ Apostles’ Creed             p.105 
With the whole church, let us confess our faith with the 
words of the Apostles’ Creed: 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic* church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen.  

* universal 
 
+ Prayers of Intercession 

God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
+ Peace 
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+Meal+ 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
Offering 

Thank you for supporting the mission of the 
church as you are able! 

Electronic donations can be made at 
https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-

one-time/475611. 
 
+ Offering Prayer 
 
+ Great Thanksgiving           ELW p.190 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our 
thanks and praise. 

 
+ Proper Preface 
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+ Sanctus              ELW p.190 

 
 
+ Thanksgiving at the Table 
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+ Lord's Prayer             ELW p.191 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus 
taught us: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
+ Invitation to Communion 
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Agnus Dei              ELW p.191 

 
 

Notes about Communion Distribution at Grace 
When we're gathered around the table, there is enough 

food, drink, blessing, space and time for all to share in Holy 
Communion! GLC practices Eucharistic hospitality since we 
trust that God welcomes all who come to the table where 

Christ is both host and meal. 
Wine (red) and grape juice (white) are distributed in 

individual cups. 
Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. 

If you prefer to stay in the pew, there are prepackaged kits 
(wine, juice, and gluten free options) available at the 

sanctuary doors. If you prefer not to receive the wafer and 
wine/grape juice, you may kneel or stand at the rail with arms 

folded across your chest to receive a blessing. 
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Distribution Song             ELW #477 
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+ Sending + 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
Blessing 
 
Announcements 
 
+ Sending Song          Hymn Lotto 
 
+ Dismissal 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude 
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