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Page numbers (p.) are in front half of the hymnal. 
Hymn numbers (#) are in back half of the hymnal. 

Everyone is invited to join in bolded responses. 
+ Please stand as you are able. 

 
+ Gathering + 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 
Prelude         “I Lift My Hands” 

arr. by Melody Bober 
 
+ Confession and Forgiveness 

 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose steadfast love 
endures forever. Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Merciful God, we confess that we have not followed your path 
but have chosen our own way. Instead of putting others before 
ourselves, we long to take the best seats at the table. When met 
by those in need, we have too often passed by on the other side. 
Set us again on the path of life. Save us from ourselves and free 
us to love our neighbors. Amen. 
 
Hear the good news! God does not deal with us according to 
our sins but delights in granting pardon and mercy. In the name 
of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. You are free to love as 
God loves. Amen. 
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+ Gathering Song         ACS #925 
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+ Prayer of the Day           ELW p.44 
Almighty God, you sent your Holy Spirit to be the life and light of 
your church. Open our hearts to the riches of your grace, that 
we may be ready to receive you wherever you appear, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

+Word+ 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
Bell Choir              “Calming Peace” 

by Cathy Mocklebust 
 
First Reading           Genesis 15:1-6 
 

A reading from Genesis. 
 
1After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a 
vision, “Do not be afraid, Abram, I am your shield; your reward 
shall be very great.” 2But Abram said, “O Lord GOD, what will you 
give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is 
Eliezer of Damascus?” 3And Abram said, “You have given me no 
offspring, and so a slave born in my house is to be my heir.” 4But 
the word of the LORD came to him, “This man shall not be your 
heir; no one but your very own issue shall be your heir.” 5He 
brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven and count 
the stars, if you are able to count them.” Then he said to him, “So 
shall your descendants be.” 6And he believed the LORD; and the 
LORD reckoned it to him as righteousness. 
 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
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Second Reading      Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 
 

A reading from Hebrews. 
 
1Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of 
things not seen. 2Indeed, by faith our ancestors received 
approval. 3By faith we understand that the worlds were 
prepared by the word of God, so that what is seen was made 
from things that are not visible. 
 
8By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a 
place that he was to receive as an inheritance; and he set out, 
not knowing where he was going. 9By faith he stayed for a time 
in the land he had been promised, as in a foreign land, living in 
tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the 
same promise. 10For he looked forward to the city that has 
foundations, whose architect and builder is God. 11By faith he 
received power of procreation, even though he was too old—
and Sarah herself was barren—because he considered him 
faithful who had promised. 12Therefore from one person, and this 
one as good as dead, descendants were born, “as many as the 
stars of heaven and as the innumerable grains of sand by the 
seashore.” 
13All of these died in faith without having received the promises, 
but from a distance they saw and greeted them. They confessed 
that they were strangers and foreigners on the earth, 14for 
people who speak in this way make it clear that they are seeking 
a homeland. 15If they had been thinking of the land that they 
had left behind, they would have had opportunity to return. 16But 
as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. 
Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God; indeed, 
he has prepared a city for them. 
 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 
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+ Gospel Reading         Luke 12:32-40 
 
The holy gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
[Jesus said:] 32“Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s 
good pleasure to give you the kingdom. 33Sell your possessions, 
and give alms. Make purses for yourselves that do not wear out, 
an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near and 
no moth destroys. 34For where your treasure is, there your heart 
will be also. 
35“Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; 36be like those 
who are waiting for their master to return from the wedding 
banquet, so that they may open the door for him as soon as he 
comes and knocks. 37Blessed are those slaves whom the master 
finds alert when he comes; truly I tell you, he will fasten his belt 
and have them sit down to eat, and he will come and serve 
them. 38If he comes during the middle of the night, or near dawn, 
and finds them so, blessed are those slaves. 
39“But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what 
hour the thief was coming, he would not have let his house be 
broken into. 40You also must be ready, for the Son of Man is 
coming at an unexpected hour.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Young at Heart Message & Sermon      The Rev. Leslie D. Weber 
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+ Song of the Day           “As the Deer” 
As the deer panteth for the water, so my soul longeth after Thee. 
You alone are my heart’s desire and I long to worship Thee. 
 
Refrain: You alone are my strength, my shield; To You alone 

may my spirit yield. You alone are my heart’s desire, 
and I long to worship Thee. 

 
You’re my friend and You are my brother, even though You are 
a King. 
I love You more than any other, so much more than anything. 
 
I want You more than gold or silver; only You can satisfy. 
You alone are the real joy giver and the apple of my eye. 
 

Marty Nystrom 
© 1984 Universal Music - Brentwood Benson Publishing 
(Admin. by Brentwood-Benson Music Publishing, Inc.) 
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+ Apostles’ Creed         ELW p.105 
With the whole church, let us confess our faith with the words of 
the Apostles’ Creed: 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic* church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen.  

* universal 
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+ Prayers of Intercession      “Cares Chorus” 
Trusting in God’s extraordinary love, let us come near to the Holy 
One in prayer. 
 
Refrain: I cast all my cares upon you; I lay all of my burdens 

down at your feet. And anytime that I don’t know what 
to do, I will cast all my cares upon you. 

Kelly Willard  © 1978 Universal Music - Brentwood Benson Publishing 
(Admin. by Brentwood-Benson Music Publishing, Inc.) 

 
Let your lovingkindness be upon your church. Fill all who proclaim 
the gospel with your Spirit. Equip your flock to speak your word 
of promise and hope in the midst of fear and uncertainty. 
 
Let your lovingkindness be upon your creation. Dwell among us 
and sustain our earthly home. In places of famine, provide 
nourishment. In places of plenty, fashion us to be good stewards 
of your bounty. 
 
Let your lovingkindness be upon your world. Be our helper and 
our shield in places torn by strife and violence.  Raise up 
courageous leaders to govern with compassion and justice. 

Refrain 
Let your lovingkindness be upon your children. Look upon all who 
wait for your steadfast love. Console those who grieve and 
embrace those who cry out to you, especially for those listed on 
our prayer list and those we name now aloud or silently (pause 
for names). Help us to trust your promise and not be afraid.  
 
With thanksgiving we remember all who have died in faith and 
now rest in you. As they placed their hope in you, so strengthen 
us to trust in your promise of new life. 
 
Receive the prayers of your children, merciful God, and hold us 
forever in your steadfast love; through Jesus Christ, our holy 
Wisdom.  Amen. 

Refrain 
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+ Peace 
 

+Meal+ 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
Offering 

Thank you for supporting the mission of the 
church as you are able! Electronic donations 

can be made at 
https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-

one-time/475611. 
Checks can be also be sent to church: 

521 Providence Rd, Chesapeake, VA 23325 
 
+ Offering Prayer 

Please stand as you are able. 
Let us pray. 

A brief silence is kept. 
God of abundance: you have set before us a plentiful harvest. 
As we feast on your goodness, strengthen us to labor in your field, 
and equip us to bear fruit for the good of all, in the name of 
Jesus. Amen. 

 
+ Great Thanksgiving                 ELW p.107 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
+ Thanksgiving at the Table 
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+ Lord's Prayer         ELW p.112 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught 
us: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
+ Invitation to Communion 

In Christ’s presence there is fullness of joy. Come to the banquet. 
 

Notes about Communion Distribution at Grace 
When we're gathered around the table, there is enough food, drink, 

blessing, space and time for all to share in Holy Communion! GLC 
practices Eucharistic hospitality since we trust that God welcomes all 

who come to the table where Christ is both host and meal. 
Wine (red) and grape juice (white) are distributed in individual cups. 

Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. 
If you prefer to stay in the pew, there are prepackaged kits (wine, 
juice, and gluten free options) available at the sanctuary doors. If 

you prefer not to receive the wafer and wine/grape juice, you may 
kneel or stand at the rail with arms folded across your chest to 

receive a blessing. 
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Communion Song        ACS #964 

 
continued on next page 
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continued from previous page 
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+ Sending + 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
Blessing 

The God of peace, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you, 
comfort you, and show you the path of life this day and always. 
Amen. 

 
Announcements 
 
+ Sending Song                Hymn Lotto 
 
+ Dismissal 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude 
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