16th Sunday after Pentecost—September 17, 2023—9:45am

+ Gathering +
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Prelude

+ Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be God, the one who forms us, + Jesus who bears
the cross, the Spirit who makes our joy complete. Amen.

Let us bow before God in humility, confessing our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Steadfast and faithful God, you have revealed the ways of
justice, yet we fail to follow you. We are overwhelmed by
the world’s violence and suffering. We are afraid to risk
what we have for the sake of others. For the harm we have
caused, known and unknown, forgive us. For the unjust
demands we place on others and your creation, forgive
us. For the ways we turn away from you and our neighbor,
forgive us. Lead us back to you and set us on the right path;
in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

Beloved in Christ, God’'s justice stretches beyond dall
understanding. God's compassion is beyond compare. In
Jesus, God is always making a new way for us. In -+ Christ,
you are already and always forgiven. Amen.




+ Gathering Song

ELW #455

Crashing Waters at Creation
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I Crash-ing wa-ters at cre - a - tion, or-dered by the Spir-it’s breath,
2 Part - ing wa - ter stood and trem-bled as the cap-tives passed onthrough,
3 Cleans-ing wa - ter once at Jor-dan closed a-roundthe one fore-told,
4 Liv - ing wa -ter, nev-er end-ing, quenchthe thirstand flood the soul.
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first to  wit - ness day’s be - gin-ning from the bright-ness of night’s death.
wash-ing  off the chains of bond-age—chan-nel to a life made new.
o - pened to re - veal the glo-ry ev-er newand ev -er old
Well-spring, source of  life e - ter - nal, drench our dry-ness, make us whole.
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Text: Sylvia G. Dunstan, 1955-1993
Music: STUTTGART, attr. Christian E. Witt, 1660-1716; adapt. Henry J. Gauntlett, 1805-1876
Text © 1991 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

+ Greeting ELW p.147
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and

the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

+ Prayer of the Day ELW p.47



+Word+
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

First Reading Exodus 14:19-31
A reading from Exodus.

"The angel of God who was going before the Israelite
army moved and went behind them; and the pillar of
cloud moved from in front of them and took its place
behind them. 2It came between the army of Egypt and
the army of Israel. And so the cloud was there with the
darkness, and it lit up the night; one did not come near the
other all night.

21IThen Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The LORD
drove the sea back by a strong east wind all night, and
turned the sea into dry land; and the waters were divided.
22The Israelites went into the sea on dry ground, the waters
forming a wall for them on their right and on their left. 23The
Egyptians pursued, and went into the sea after them, all of
Pharaoh'’s horses, chariots, and chariot drivers. 24At the
morning watch the LORD in the pillar of fire and cloud
looked down upon the Egyptfian army, and threw the
Egyptian army into panic. 2°He clogged their charioft
wheels so that they turned with difficulty. The Egyptians
said, “Let us flee from the Israelites, for the LORD is fighting
for them against Egypt.”

26Then the LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over
the seq, so that the water may come back upon the
Egyptians, upon their chariots and chariot drivers.” 27So
Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and at dawn
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the sea returned to its normal depth. As the Egyptians fled
before it, the LORD tossed the Egyptians into the sea. 28The
waters returned and covered the chariots and the chariot
drivers, the entire army of Pharaoh that had followed them
into the sea; not one of them remained. 2?But the Israelites
walked on dry ground through the seq, the waters forming
a wall for them on their right and on their left.
30Thus the LORD saved Israel that day from the Egyptians;
and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the seashore. 3lisrael
saw the great work that the LORD did against the
Egyptians. So the people feared the LORD and believed in
the LORD and in his servant Moses.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



Psalm 114 ELW #114
Let us sing Psalm 114 responsively by verse as translated in
the Evangelical Lutheran Worship Hymnal.
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Psalm tone reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year C © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.
May be reproduced by permission for local use only.

'Hallelujah! When Israel came | out of Egypt,
the house of Jacob from a people | of strange
speech,

2Judah became God'’s | sanctuary
and Israel | God’s dominion.

3The sea beheld I it and fled;

Jordan turned | and went back.

“The mountains | skipped like rams,
and the little hills | like young sheep.

SWhat ailed you, O seaq, | that you fled,

O Jordan, that | you turned back,

¢you mountains, that you ! skipped like rams,
you little hills | like young sheep?

Tremble, O earth, at the presence | of the LORD,
at the presence of the | God of Jacob,
Séwho turned the hard rock into a | pool of water

and flint-stone into a | flowing spring.



+ Gospel Acclamation ELW p.151
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Al -le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
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You have the words of e - ter-nal life. Al -le - Tu - ia.
+ Gospel Reading Matthew 18:21-35

The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

21Peter came and said to [Jesus], “Lord, if another member
of the church sins against me, how often should | forgive?
As many as seven timese” 22Jesus said to him, “Not seven
times, but, | tell you, seventy-seven times.

2%For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be
compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his
slaves. 22When he began the reckoning, one who owed
him ten thousand talents was brought to him; 25and, as he
could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together
with his wife and children and all his possessions, and
payment to be made. 2650 the slave fell on his knees
before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and | will pay
you everything.” 2 And out of pity for him, the lord of that
slave released him and forgave him the debt. 28But that
same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow
slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him
by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you owe.” 2Then his
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fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have
patience with me, and | will pay you.' 32But he refused;
then he went and threw him into prison until he would pay
the debt. 3'When his fellow slaves saw what had
happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went
and reported to their lord all that had taken place. 32Then
his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave!
| forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me.
33Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as
| had mercy on you<¢' 34And in anger his lord handed him
over to be tortured until he would pay his entire debt. 35S0
my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you
do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Young at Heart Message & Sermon  The Rev. Leslie D. Weber



+ Song of the Day ELW #776
What God Ordains Is Good Indeed
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What God or-dains is good in-deed, for all life well pro - vid - ing.
What God or-dains is good in-deed: my light, my life, my Sav - ior!
What God or-dains is good in-deed. When hope seems like de - lu - sion,
What God or-dains is good in-deed. My Lord will nev-er fail me
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The will of God is best for me, the ground of my con-fid - ing.
No ill can get the best of me; God’s care will nev-er wa - ver
I taste the bit - ter cup and plead,“Lord, quench my fear, con - fu - sion.”
on dan-ger’spath, in deep-est need, when death in grief shall veil me.
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My faith - ful God, on ev - ty road you know the way un -
Through joy and pain I shall at - tain the dawn dis - clos - ing
God ends the night, re - stores de - light; by faith I face to -
My God so dear will draw me near, in  lov - ing arms will
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fold - ing and my hand you are hold - ing.
clear - ly that God has loved me dear - ly.
mor - row and yield to God all sor - TOW.
hold me, at last in light en - fold me.
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Text: Samuel Rodigast, 1649-1708; tr. Martin A. Seltz, b. 1951
Music: WAS GOTT TUT, Severus Gastorius, 1646-1682
Text © 2000 Augsburg Fortress.



+ Apostles’ Creed ELW p.105
With the whole church, let us confess our faith with the
words of the Apostles’ Creed:

| believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic* church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
* universal

+ Prayers of Intercession
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

+ Peace



+Meal+
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

Offering

Thank you for supporting the mission of the
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church as you are able! Ifi'!. _ :‘}

Electronic donations can be made at i .?_!'-"'-5}'{;
https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give- EI Yo

one-time /47561 1.

+ Offering Prayer

+ Great Thanksgiving ELW p.152
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The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
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Lift up your  hearts. We lift them to  the Lord.
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Let us give thanks  to the Lord our  God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

+ Proper Preface
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+ Sanctus ELW p.153
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Ho - san-na in the high - est. Bless - ed s he who comes
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.

+ Thanksgiving at the Table
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+ Lord's Prayer ELW p.154
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus
taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.

+ Invitation to Communion
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Agnus Dei ELW p.154
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Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.

Notes about Communion Distribution at Grace
When we're gathered around the table, there is enough
food, drink, blessing, space and time for all to share in Holy
Communion! GLC practices Eucharistic hospitality since we
frust that God welcomes all who come to the table where
Christ is both host and meal.
Wine (red) and grape juice (white) are distributed in
individual cups.

Gluten-free wafers are available upon request.

If you prefer to stay in the pew, there are prepackaged Kits
(wine, juice, and gluten free options) available at the
sanctuary doors. If you prefer not to receive the wafer and
wine/grape juice, you may kneel or stand at the rail with arms
folded across your chest to receive a blessing.
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Distribution Song
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ELW #483

Here Is Bread
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Christ is with us,

here is wine,
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he is with us.

I Here is bread,
2 Here is grace, here is peace,  Christ is with us, he is with us.
3 Here we are, joined in one, Christ is with us, he is with us.
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Break the bread, taste the wine, Christ is with us  here.
Know his grace, find his peace, feast on Je - sus  here.
We'll pro-claim till he comes Je - sus cru - ci - fied.
Refrain -
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In this bread there is heal -ing, in this cup is life for-ev-er
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In this mo - ment, by the Spir - it, Christ is with us here.

Text: Graham Kendrick, b, 1950
Music: Graham Kendrick
Text and music © 1991 Make Wiy Music, admin. by Music Services in the Western Hemisphere
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+ Sending +
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

Blessing
Announcements
+ Sending Song ELW# 767 (see next page)

+ Dismissal
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Postlude

Reprinted, podcasted, and streamed with permission under
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS012006, One
License # A-726145, CCLI License #1881789, and CCLI
Streaming License #20660555. All rights reserved.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989,
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by
permission. All rights reserved.
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Lord, Take My Hand and LLead Me
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1 Lord, take my hand and lead me up - on life’s way;
2 Lord, when the tem - pest ra - ges, I need not fear;
3 Lord, when the shad-ows length - en and night has come,
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di - rect, pro - tect, and  feed me from day to day.
for  you, the Rock of A - ges, are al - ways near.
I know that you will strength - en my steps toward home,
S VI
i
A L ! % ] |P > 4 lP
| — e
94 e —— e p— |
4 - = I ’ 1 :! - ‘_ii j 7 P
J i I" r r K
With - out your grace and fa - wvor 1 go a - stray;
Close by your side a - bid - ing, I fear no foe,
then noth-ing can im - pede me, O  bless - ed Friend!
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so take my hand, O Sav - ior, and lead the way.
for when your hand is guid - ing, in peace I go.
So, take my hand and lead me un - to the end.
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Text: Julie von Hausmann, 1825-1901; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship

Music: SO NIMM DENN MEINE HANDE, Friedrich Silcher, 1789-1860
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
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