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17th Sunday after Pentecost—September 24, 2023—10am 
 

+ Gathering + 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
Prelude           “Give Thanks, Thank We All Our God” 

arr. by Joel Raney 
 
+ Confession and Forgiveness 

Blessed be God, the one who forms us, ☩ Jesus who bears 
the cross, the Spirit who makes our joy complete. Amen. 
 
Let us bow before God in humility, confessing our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Steadfast and faithful God, you have revealed the ways of 
justice, yet we fail to follow you. We are overwhelmed by 
the world’s violence and suffering. We are afraid to risk 
what we have for the sake of others. For the harm we have 
caused, known and unknown, forgive us. For the unjust 
demands we place on others and your creation, forgive 
us. For the ways we turn away from you and our neighbor, 
forgive us. Lead us back to you and set us on the right path; 
in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 
 
Beloved in Christ, God’s justice stretches beyond all 
understanding. God’s compassion is beyond compare. In 
Jesus, God is always making a new way for us. In ☩ Christ, 
you are already and always forgiven. Amen. 
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+ Gathering Song            “Breathe” 
This is the air I breathe, this is the air I breathe,  
Your holy presence living in me. 
 
This is my daily bread, this is my daily bread,  
Your very word spoken to me 
 
Refrain:  And I, I’m desperate for you,  

And I, I’m lost without you 
 
This is the air I breathe, this is the air I breathe 
 

 Marie Barnett 
© 1995 Mercy / Vineyard Publishing 

 
+ Greeting              ELW p.147 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and 
the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

+ Prayer of the Day              ELW p.48 
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+Word+ 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
First Reading         Exodus 16:2-15 

 
A reading from Exodus. 
 
2The whole congregation of the Israelites complained 
against Moses and Aaron in the wilderness. 3The Israelites 
said to them, “If only we had died by the hand of the LORD 
in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the fleshpots and ate 
our fill of bread; for you have brought us out into this 
wilderness to kill this whole assembly with hunger.” 
4Then the LORD said to Moses, “I am going to rain bread 
from heaven for you, and each day the people shall go 
out and gather enough for that day. In that way I will test 
them, whether they will follow my instruction or not. 5On the 
sixth day, when they prepare what they bring in, it will be 
twice as much as they gather on other days.” 6So Moses 
and Aaron said to all the Israelites, “In the evening you shall 
know that it was the LORD who brought you out of the land 
of Egypt, 7and in the morning you shall see the glory of the 
LORD, because he has heard your complaining against the 
LORD. For what are we, that you complain against us?” 
8And Moses said, “When the LORD gives you meat to eat in 
the evening and your fill of bread in the morning, because 
the LORD has heard the complaining that you utter against 
him—what are we? Your complaining is not against us but 
against the LORD.” 
9Then Moses said to Aaron, “Say to the whole 
congregation of the Israelites, ‘Draw near to the LORD, for 
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he has heard your complaining.’ ” 10And as Aaron spoke 
to the whole congregation of the Israelites, they looked 
toward the wilderness, and the glory of the LORD appeared 
in the cloud. 11The LORD spoke to Moses and said, 12“I have 
heard the complaining of the Israelites; say to them, ‘At 
twilight you shall eat meat, and in the morning you shall 
have your fill of bread; then you shall know that I am the 
LORD your God.’ ” 
13In the evening quails came up and covered the camp; 
and in the morning there was a layer of dew around the 
camp. 14When the layer of dew lifted, there on the surface 
of the wilderness was a fine flaky substance, as fine as frost 
on the ground. 15When the Israelites saw it, they said to one 
another, “What is it?” For they did not know what it was. 
Moses said to them, “It is the bread that the LORD has given 
you to eat.” 
 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 105:1-6, 37-45            ELW #105 
Let us sing Psalm 105, verses 1 through 6 and 37 through 45 
responsively by verse as translated in the Evangelical 
Lutheran Worship Hymnal. 

 
1Give thanks to the Lord and call up- | on God’s name; 

make known the deeds of the Lord a- | mong the 
peoples. 

2Sing to the | Lord, sing praises, 
and speak of all God’s | marvelous works. 

3Glory in God’s | holy name; 
let the hearts of those who seek the | Lord rejoice. 

4Search for the strength | of the Lord; 
continually | seek God’s face. 

5Remember the marvels | God has done, 
the wonders and the judgments | of God’s mouth, 

6O offspring of Abra- | ham, God’s servant, 
O children of Jacob, God’s | chosen ones. 

 

37You led out your people with sil- | ver and gold; 
in all their tribes there was not | one that stumbled. 

38Egypt was glad to | see them go, 
because they were a- | fraid of them. 

39You spread out a cloud | for a covering 
and a fire to give | light by night. 

40They asked, and | you brought quail, 
and satisfied them with | bread from heaven. 

41You opened the rock, and | water flowed, 
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so the river ran in| the dry places. 
42For you remembered your | holy word 

and Abra- | ham your servant. 
43So you led forth your peo- | ple with gladness, 

your chosen with | shouts of joy. 
44You gave your people the lands | of the nations, 

and they took the fruit of | others’ toil, 
45that they might | keep your statutes 

and observe your teachings. | Hallelujah! 
 
+ Gospel Acclamation           ELW p.151 

 
 
+ Gospel Reading           Matthew 20:1-16 

 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“The kingdom of heaven is like 
a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire 
laborers for his vineyard. 2After agreeing with the laborers 
for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. 
3When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others 
standing idle in the marketplace; 4and he said to them, 
‘You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever 
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is right.’ So they went. 5When he went out again about 
noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. 6And 
about five o’clock he went out and found others standing 
around; and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing here 
idle all day?’ 7They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired 
us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’ 8When 
evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his 
manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, 
beginning with the last and then going to the first.’ 9When 
those hired about five o’clock came, each of them 
received the usual daily wage. 10Now when the first came, 
they thought they would receive more; but each of them 
also received the usual daily wage. 11And when they 
received it, they grumbled against the landowner, 
12saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have 
made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the 
day and the scorching heat.’ 13But he replied to one of 
them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree 
with me for the usual daily wage? 14Take what belongs to 
you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give 
to you. 15Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what 
belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am 
generous?’ 16So the last will be first, and the first will be last.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Young at Heart Message & Sermon The Rev. Leslie D. Weber 
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+ Song of the Day        “Lord, My Strength” 
Lord, my strength, Lord, my rock, lead me through the dark; 
Lord, my strength, Lord, my rock, heal this wandering heart. 
Be my eyes, be my ears, be the only voice I hear; guide my 
soul, give me sight, 
Help me walk within your light. 
 
Lord, my strength, Lord, my rock, you and you alone; 
Lord, my strength, Lord, my rock, lead me safely home; 
Ev’ry step that I make, be the road I will take; 
Be the thoughts that I keep, and in ev’ry word I speak. 
 
Lord, my strength, Lord, my rock, lead me through the dark; 
Lord, my strength, Lord, my rock, heal this wandering heart. 
Lord, my strength, Lord, my rock, you and you alone; 
Lord, my strength, Lord, my rock, lead me safely home. 
 

 Dean Krippaehne 
© 1999, Augsburg Fortress  
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+ Apostles’ Creed            ELW p.105 
With the whole church, let us confess our faith with the 
words of the Apostles’ Creed: 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic* church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen.  

* universal 
 
+ Prayers of Intercession 

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
+ Peace 
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+Meal+ 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
Offering 

Thank you for supporting the mission of the 
church as you are able! 

Electronic donations can be made at 
https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-

one-time/475611. 
 
+ Offering Prayer 
 
+ Great Thanksgiving           ELW p.152 

 
 
+ Proper Preface 
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+ Sanctus              ELW p.153 

 
 
+ Thanksgiving at the Table 
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+ Lord's Prayer             ELW p.154 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus 
taught us: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
+ Invitation to Communion 
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Agnus Dei              ELW p.154 

 
 

Notes about Communion Distribution at Grace 
When we're gathered around the table, there is enough 

food, drink, blessing, space and time for all to share in Holy 
Communion! GLC practices Eucharistic hospitality since we 
trust that God welcomes all who come to the table where 

Christ is both host and meal. 
Wine (red) and grape juice (white) are distributed in 

individual cups. 
Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. 

If you prefer to stay in the pew, there are prepackaged kits 
(wine, juice, and gluten free options) available at the 

sanctuary doors. If you prefer not to receive the wafer and 
wine/grape juice, you may kneel or stand at the rail with arms 

folded across your chest to receive a blessing. 
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Distribution Song             ELW #483 

 
 

+ Sending + 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
Blessing 
 
Announcements 
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+ Sending Song       “God Will Make a Way” 
Refrain: God will make a way,  

Where there seems to be no way 
He works in ways we cannot see;  
He will make a way for me 
He will be my guide,  
Hold me closely to His side 
With love and strength for each new day;  
He will make a way,  
He will make a way. 

 
By a roadway in the wilderness,  
He'll lead me, and rivers in the desert will I see 
Heaven and earth will fade,  
But His Word will still remain 
He will do something new today 
 

 Don Moen 
© 1990 Integrity's Hosanna! Music 

 
+ Dismissal 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude 
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