Activity: What do you want to learn how to do? Find an expert in that field and ask if they will
show you or…find tutorials on YouTube and try your hand at something new this week.
Discussion Question Why wouldn’t we go to a florist if we had questions about brushing our
teeth? Who would we go to? Likewise, would we go to the dentist if we wanted to learn about
flower arranging? What are you good at, and how did you learn?
Family Table Prayer for January:
God of hope and all things new, we know your words are always true. We thank you for a brand
new start and we love you with our whole heart. Amen.
January Memory Verse: Revelation 21:5 He who was seated on the throne said, “I am making
everything new!” Then he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.”
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Hellooo friends! If you wanted to learn how to build something, who would you ask? Maybe a
construction worker or a carpenter? How about if you wanted to learn how to bake a cake? You
might ask a baker or your grandma. What if you wanted to learn how to play the clarinet? You
might ask a band teacher or someone who plays the clarinet.
Why would we listen to or go to those people to ask how to do these things? Because they
know how…because they do it for a living or it’s something they enjoy. This makes them really
good at what they know how to do.
What if we wanted to know how to love people? Who do you think we’d listen to about that?
Our gospel lesson from Mark tells us “When Jesus lived on earth he was a teacher, and the
people who heard him “were astonished at his teaching, for he taught them as having
authority…”.
Jesus taught people about the love of God. They could see by the things he did and the things
he said that he was an authority. They watched as Jesus healed a man who was sick in his mind.
They saw the power of God’s love.
The best teachers are the ones who really know what they are talking about. Jesus is the best
teacher to teach us about love.
Loving God, you sent your son Jesus to teach with power, to show us how to love, and what
healing looks like. Help us to model Jesus’ way of love so that others may know his saving grace.
Amen.

