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Mission Statement
We are a community of believers in Christ called to be servants to all people.
Ask Pastor
When did pastors start wearing clerical collars?
Do you always wear yours?
From what I understand, the clerical collar
is a relatively late creation in Christianity. For
centuries, clergy did not wear distinctive daily
dress, however, there have been a few different
trends of distinctive daily dress for clergy as well
in history.
The full collar look started in about the 17th
century, but later on, when everyone started turning their collars down, so did clergy, and so the tab
collar look was born.
Nowadays you can get clergy shirts in a
variety of colors—I’ve even seen Hawaiian print
ones—but the primary color remains black. This
is a holdover from a previous tradition of clergy
commonly wearing black robes called cassocks. I
stick with all black shirts for simplicity’s sake—as
well as a bit of tradition.
But, I do not always wear a clerical collar.
Wearing a collar or not depends much on a pastor’s personal preference and piety, and I do tend
to wear mine anytime I am fulfilling a pastoral
role—preaching, teaching, leading worship, doing
pastoral care, representing the wider church, etc.
However, I do tend to not wear it if I’m doing
manual labor, attending a more casual church
function—kayaking, Tides’ game, etc.—or on
weekend women’s or youth retreats.
I do wear a collar the majority of the time
I’m “working” because it helps to remind me of
my call as a pastor. But also it reminds others; I
am also more easily identified as a leader in the
church and community when wearing a collar. As
a young female pastor, I am sometimes overlooked
or people think I can't be a pastor—too young and/
or too female—I'm not who people expect to introduce myself as "Pastor." It is especially helpful to
wear while doing hospital visits due to ever increasing security.
Sometimes it is even an evangelism tool; I
have many cashiers look at me with a puzzled look

and then ask “what are you?” or “do people call you
father?”. When I tell them I am a Lutheran Pastor as I
hand them my business card, the stereotypes of the
Christian church they had in mind are broken and their
view of the church is widened.
For me, wearing a collar is both spiritual and
practical—just like any other uniform. Plus, I still get
to express my personal style through my socks, earrings, or sweaters, etc.
What is your favorite color?
That’s an easy one—purple…or whatever the
current liturgical color of the season is!
Keep those questions coming!

Upcoming Events
Jan 3

After 11am worship—Brunch @ Wicker’s

Jan 4
Jan 5
Jan 6

7pm Contemporary Choir Practice
7pm Pageant Practice
6:30pm Potluck
7pm An Evening of Epiphany
8am The Great Narthex Painting Party
9:30am Worship & Music Committee
Meeting
2-4pm Confirmation @ Good Shepherd
6:30pm Preschool Board Meeting
7pm Council Meeting
7pm Social Media Kickoff Meeting
9pm ELCA Webcast: Confronting
Racism
7pm Contemporary Choir Rehearsal
11:30am Ladies Lunch Out
Lonestar Steakhouse
Day School Basket Raffle Items due
Day School Basket Raffle Ticket Sales
Begin

Jan 9
Jan 10
Jan 11
Jan 12
Jan 14

Jan 18
Jan 20
Jan 24
Jan 31

Invite Pastor Leslie…to a meal, family event, or a
sports match/game!
The Office will be closed on Fr iday, J anuar y 1st.
Join your Grace family for brunch following the
11am service on January 3rd at Wicker’s Crab
Pot, located at 4201 Indian River Road in
Chesapeake.
Choir Practice 7pm Monday J anuar y 4th &
18th will be the regular rehearsals for the
Contemporary Choir. Come join and make a joyful noise.
An Evening of Epiphany Gather with your
Grace family on Wednesday, January 6th at 6:30pm
for a potluck meal, followed by the Christmas
Pageant, church blessing, and taking down the
greens.
Calling all Painters - Mar k your calendar for
the Great Narthex Painting Party of 2016 scheduled for January 9th 2016 beginning at 8AM.
This will be an All Hands event hosted by the
Men’s group, who will be providing breakfast.
We will need painters, tapers, movers, big and
small. Kids will have an opportunity to paint also.
Come join us!
Wednesday evening Bible Study will r esume on
Wednesday, January 13th. We will begin studying the book of Acts, using the book “Acts: N.T.
Wright for Everyone Bible Study Guides.” It is the
beginning of a new year and we are beginning a
new topic…I can’t think of a better time for you to
join us! Potluck begins at 6:30pm followed by
study at 7pm.
There will be a “Social Media Team” meeting
on Thursday, January 14th @ 7pm to begin
working on the website design. All are welcome to
attend—we need IT people and idea people! The
meeting will take place in the conference room.
Confronting Racism: A Holy Yearning
Join Pastor Leslie and members of GLC for a
viewing party and conversation on Thursday,
January 14 at 8:45pm. The webcast will begin
9pm. ELCA Presiding Bishop Elizabeth A. Eaton
and William B. Horne II, an ELCA member from
Clearwater, Fla., will continue their conversation
on racism – a violation of God’s intention for

humanity – in another live webcast. Eaton and Horne
will be joined by other ELCA members who bring
various perspectives on the U.S. criminal justice system. As with the previous webcast, this one will be
grounded by two commitments. One is this church’s
proclamation of Christ and the confidence this good
news brings to set us free from the captivity of racism. The second is this church’s enduring commitment to address the complexity of racism and end
discrimination.
Joining Eaton and Horne for this conversation are: —
-Judge Yolanda Tanner, an ELCA member who
serves as an associate judge for the Baltimore City
Circuit Court.
-Leonard Duncan, an ELCA member who will share
his experience of incarceration, poverty and homelessness. Duncan is a student at the Lutheran Theological Seminary at Philadelphia and an ELCA Fund
for Leaders scholarship recipient.
-Charlene Guiliani, an ELCA member and former
police sergeant. Guiliani is a student at Wartburg
Theological Seminary, Dubuque, Iowa, and an ELCA
Fund for Leaders scholarship recipient.
A live stream will be available at
www.Facebook.com/Lutherans for those unable to
join Pastor Leslie for the viewing. Twitter hashtag is
#ELCAConfrontRacism.

Interested in submitting a question for the ELCA
presiding bishop and her guests to consider during
the live webcast? Send your question to
livinglutheran@elca.org. Please provide your name
and your congregation’s name, city and state.
Narthex Flooring Project Update
Fundraising progress is already past 50%.
Installation is scheduled for January 18th-23rd.
Are you interested in officially joining Grace
Lutheran Church? We will be welcoming new
members during both worship services on Sunday,
February 7th. Please let Pastor Leslie know by January 10th if you are interested in joining so that proper
planning can be done. Mark your calendars and plan
to attend the new member class on Saturday,
February 6th at 11am.
Lutheran Magazine Would you like to r eceive a
copy of the Lutheran Magazine in the mail or electronically? Sign up on the sheet on Jody’s desk in the
office or send her an email at
secretary@gracelutheranchesapeake.org .

From the President
Welcome to 2016! I hope everyone had wonderful Christmas season.
As we begin 2016, we have much to be thankful
for, excited about and to look forward to. I thank
all of you for your continued support and the
things you do.
Some of the things we have to look forward to
include, a new year with Pastor Leslie as we
continue to share the rhythm of our church year,
a new floor and paint in the Narthex and a
continued interest shown by visitors in our
family at Grace.
The Men’s Group will be hosting the Great
Narthex Painting Party of 2016 on Satur day,
January 9th. The men will serve breakfast at 8am
and work will begin around 9am. Our goal is to
completely repaint the Narthex prior to the floor
installation, which is scheduled to begin on
January 18th. We can use as many hands as we
can get. It doesn’t matter what size or skill level,
young or old, we will find something for you to
do. Please come and join us for a few hours and
enjoy some fellowship while we have fun painting.
The flooring is scheduled to laid down the week
of January 18th. There will be some inconveniences, but we are making plans to reschedule
some events or use alternate entrances. Thank
you for your patience.
The Council will be meeting on Saturday, January
23rd for an in-house retreat. It will be part
fellowship, part business and part visioning ideas
for the future of Grace. We will also be meeting
with a representative from the Synod and our
Mutual Ministry Committee to discuss the role of
the committee.
How many of you have ever looked at our website? Well, it will be undergoing a renovation
also. We are looking for anyone who like to help
design and/or develop the new site. If you are interested, please see myself or Pastor Leslie.
At Grace we have several on going opportunities
to expand our understanding of the Bible, the
story of Jesus and our Lutheran faith. I hope
everyone will find a way to connect and participate. If it is a problem of schedules, let us know.

If it is a problem of transportation, let us know.
And if it is a problem of child care, let us know.
We will try to work something out to accommodate you and we encourage everyone who has the
desire to participate to join us. Please sign up for
our weekly email Scoop newsletter and follow us
on Facebook.
Happy New Year!
Grow with Grace and be with Christ,
Rick Pabst

Day School’s Basket Raffle!
The themes for this year’s baskets have been
selected: “Evening In”, Wine and Cheese”, Evening Out”, Fair Trade, and Devotional. The full list
of items can be viewed on the bulletin board in the
narthex. Here is a sampling of what the Day
School is seeking to fill the baskets:
-DVD Movies….romance, family, adventure, etc.
-Wine & Accessories
-Card Games
-Gift Cards for movies, sporting events, concerts,
restaurants, bowling, grocery store, Harry &
David, Bed, Bath, & Beyond, or pizza delivery.
Items are due to church by Sunday, January 24th.
Raffle ticket sales will begin on Sunday, January
31st. All proceeds from the raffle in February
benefit the Lisa Marie Justice Scholarship Fund.
Thank you for your continuing support of the Day
School!

Archivist Needed
Do you have a passion for scrapbooking or just
organization? We are looking for someone to help
us catch up and keep our photo albums and scrapbooks up to date. Pictures and albums will be
provided. Contact the office if you are interested!

Souper Bowl of Caring
The Youth are participating in a nation-wide
effort to support charities providing shelter to the
homeless, food to the hungry, and compassion to
those in need. The event is scheduled for Sunday,
February 7th (coinciding with another national
event later that day). We’re going to collect
canned and non-perishable food for our Food
Pantry before we watch the big game! We’re
counting on your support!

THE KROGER COMMUNITY
REWARDS PROGRAM

From the Day School
Always believe that something
WONDERFUL
is about to happen.

Register online at krogercommunityrewards.com
to support Grace while you shop at Kroger with
your Kroger Plus Card! If you do not yet have a
Kroger Plus card, they are available at the customer
service desk at any Kroger
 To register your card with the rewards program,
click on Sign In/Register at the website listed
above.
 Most participants are new online customers, so
they must click on SIGN UP TODAY in the ‘New
Customer?’ box.
 Sign up for a Kroger Rewards Account by entering zip code, clicking on favorite store, entering
your email address and creating a password, agreeing to the terms and conditions.
 You will then get a message to check your
email inbox and click on the link within the body of
the email.
 Click on “My Account” and use your email
address and password to proceed to the next step.
 Click on Edit Kroger Community Rewards information and input your Kroger Plus card
number.

Anonymous

May we experience the blessed peacefulness from a
snow-blanketed day in January!
A special thank you to Ray Miles who continues to
make his annual visit – dressed in red!

The Basket Raffle to benefit the Lisa Marie Justice
Scholarship Fund will kick off in February. The
school board has been and continues soliciting donations to fill the baskets. The deadline to turn in donations is the end of January. We currently have six families receiving financial assistance.
We look forward to W ONDERFUL things happening
this New Year 2016!
Anita Stephens, Director

Christian Education Offerings






Update or confirm your information.

 Enter NPO number (Grace’s NPO number 81211)
or name of organization, select organization from
list and click on confirm.
 To verify you are enrolled correctly, you will
see your organization’s name on the right side of
your information page.
 Do you use your phone number at the
register? Call 800-576-4377, select option 4 to get
your Kroger Plus card number.
Members must swipe their registered Kroger Plus
card or use the phone number that is related to their
registered Kroger Plus card when shopping for each
purchase to count.

Sunday School for Adults, Youth, and Children at
9:45am on Sundays
Brown Bag Bible Study from 12:30pm-2:00pm on
Mondays
Potluck Dinner at 6:30pm, followed by Bible
study at 7:00pm on Wednesday .
Bible Study will resume on January 13th as we
begin to study Acts.

Prayer List

The Lord bless you and keep you,
The Lord make his face shine on you
and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor
and give you peace.
Amen.

We Pray for Our Members
Jackie Ange
Andrew Branchanski
Jane Cooley
& Family
The Curles Family
Debbie & Doc
Dougherty
Mildred Enga
Barbara Fuhrman
Chuck Graham, Sr.
The Graham Family
Vivian Hedden
Anita Helton
Jan Howell
Lenora Jones

Barbara Kilian
The Kuykendall Family
Jim & Frankie Lunde
Arlene McCullough
and family
The Miles Family
Ted Peterson & family
The Richards Family
RoseMary Sidam
The Simpkins Family
The Stillman Family
The Urps Family
The Wright Family

We Pray for Our Friends
Barbara
Wendell Lacy
Jeneen
Laura Miller
Jamison
Judy Moser
Tina
Paul Murray
Candie Arnold
Vickie Newsome
Bill & Mary Babb
Harold Noyes
Dawn Barker
Harvey Oaks
The Bolick/Gaskill
Samantha Page & family
Families
Lewis Phillips
The BoWell Family
Lenice & Sheldon
Mary Broom
Pottinger
Pete Bruebaker
Jamie Rittenhouse
Connor S. Crawford
Christa Schroeder
Iris Cruz
Lily Grace Schweitzer
Kirk Dewar
Kraig Siegel
Kim Doss
Mildred & John
Shelly Elise
Simpkins
Winter Elkins
Fr. Seraphim Stephen
Heather Franco &
Sandra Thomas
family
Jeneen Thornston
Madison Garriott
Danielle Weaver
Meredith Garriott
Danielle Wilfong
Jenell Gordon
Sallie Wilson
Trudy Hansen
Victor Zech
Susan Herrin
Rob Zielezenski
Cheryl Hughes
Our Food Pantry
Angie Hunt
Clients
John Johnson

Celebrations
Happy Birthday!
Jan 6

Faith Longsworth

Jan 12

Hannah Kyllo

Jan 15

Shirl Kuykendall

Jan 17

Kim Moody

Jan 19

Collin Moody

Jan 27

Emery Braa

Jan 28

La Quita Opperman

Jan 29

Joaquina Pritchard

Happy Wedding Anniversary!
Jan 10

Earl & Debbie Richards

Jan 20

Roy & Elaine Russell

If you or loved ones are celebrating significant
events; graduation, employment, marriage, anniversary, and/or births, let us rejoice with you and
announce to all in the Grace Greetings. Please
add any birthdays or anniversaries to the list on
the bulletin board in the narthex or drop a note on
the secretary’s desk in the office.

In Memorium
Please keep Don and Susan Stillman in your
prayers as they continue to mourn the loss of
Don’s father Robert, who passed away on
November 29th.
A memorial service for Kim McCullough will
take place at Grace on Friday, January 8th at
6:00pm. A reception will follow in the
Fellowship Hall. Please keep the McCullough
family in your prayers.

Holy Baptism

Registration is now open for Caroline
Furnace Lutheran Camp!

Through the Sacrament of Holy Baptism, we
welcomed Riley Marie Mohney on Sunday, December
20, 2015. Riley is the daughter of Alexander and Lorna
Mohney.
Riley Marie, child of God,
you have been sealed with the
cross of Christ forever.

Programs are available for children from 1st-12th
grade, and counselors in training. Our confirmands
and Pastor Leslie will be in camp the week of June
19-24 (what better time to send your first time camper!). You can view the camp schedule and programs
by visiting: : http://www.carolinefurnace.org

Those Who Serve
Date

Time

Assisting Minister

Greeters

8:30am

Ellen Pabst

Mike & Lynne Stapleton

11:00am

Rich Fraenkel

Jane Cooley

8:30am

Mike Hedden

Hugh & Debbie Dougherty

11:00am

David Pritchard

Monique Schroeder

8:30am

Nancy Springsteen

Mike & Vivian Hedden

11:00am

John Twiddy

Jackie Ange

8:30am

Jeanie Wright

Hunter Simpkins

11:00am

Rich Fraenkel

8:30am

Mary Washington

11:00am

John Twiddy

Jan 3

Ushers

Betty Keefer & Sharon
Chamberlin

Jan 10
Ray & Ruth Miles

Jan 17
David & Joaquina Pritchard

Jan 24

Jan 31
Ray & Ruth Miles

DJ & Bethany Solomon

Food Pantry
Threaders
Brown Bag Bible Study
Karate for Christ

8:30 Contemporary
9:45 Sunday School
11:00 Traditional

8:30 Contemporary
9:45 Sunday School
11:00 Traditional

31

25

Food Pantry
Threaders
Brown Bag
Karate for Christ
Contemporary Choir

18

Food Pantry
Threaders
Brown Bag Bible Study
Karate for Christ
Preschool Board
6:30pm

11

Food Pantry 9am12:45pm
Threaders 10:00am
Brown Bag Bible Study
12:30pm-2pm
Karate for Christ 6pm
Contemp. Choir 7:00pm

4

Mon

24

Girl Scouts 3-5pm

8:30 Contemporary
9:45 Sunday School
11:00 Traditional

17

Confirmation Class @
Good Shepherd 2:00pm

8:30 Contemporary
9:45 Sunday School
10:00 Traditionall

10

Girl Scouts 3-5pm

Brunch @ Wicker’s
following the 11am
service

8:30 Contemporary
9:45 Sunday School
10:00 Traditionall

3

Sun

January 2016

26

Flooring
InstallationJanuary 18-23

19

7pm

Council Meeting

12

Christmas Pageant
Practice 7pm

5

Tue

An Evening of
Epiphany

Adult Bible Study 7pm

6:30pm

Pot Luck Dinner

27

Ladies’ Lunch Out
Lonestar Steakhouse
11:30am
Pot Luck /Bible Study

20

Pot Luck Dinner
6:30pm
Adult Bible Study 7pm

13

Pot Luck Dinner
6:30pm
Christmas Pageant,
Church Blessing, and
Taking Down the
Greens 7pm

6

Wed

AA
8:00pm

28

21

AA

AA

ELCA Webcast:
Confronting Racism
9pm

AA

Social Media
Committee 7pm

14

7

Thu

Karate for Christ

29

Karate for Christ

22

Karate for Christ

Karate for Christ

15

8

6:00pm

Sat

30

Council Retreat
9am-2pm

23

16

Worship & Music
Committee 9:30am

The Great
Narthex
Painting Party
8:00am

9

1Karate for Christ 2

Fri

