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Mission Statement
We are a community of believers in Christ called to be servants to all people.
Three Day Feast
Last month, I used my newsletter article to
talk about Lent and the disciplines that you might
use to set aside this season of the church year.
However, Lent would not exist if it were not for
the celebration of Easter that comes at the end.
But we do not simply progress directly from Lent
to Easter. In fact, the whole week before Easter
morning sets the stage for the great celebration of
resurrection. The stage is set in two main ways:
we read the stories that shape our Christian faith
and we enact the meaning of those stories.
On Palm/Passion Sunday we do two things.
We first read the Bible’s account of Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem. Then we bless the
palms that we hold in ours hands and process into
the sanctuary praising God’s name with shouts and
songs. We hear the story that shapes our faith and
then we ourselves praise Jesus as the crowds in the
story did. Then, in case there are people who will
not return to church again until the next Sunday,
for Easter, we read a Passion account. We read the
whole story of Jesus’ betrayal, arrest, trial, denial,
scourging, crucifixion, and death. You cannot
have new life without first a death, and so we hear
the story of Christ’s death so that the next week we
can hear the story of Christ’s resurrection. However, we do no enact the stories of the Passion on
that day; we do that later in the week, during “the
Three-Day Feast.”
On Maundy Thursday, the feast begins…
literally. During this service we read the story of
Jesus last night of freedom, which we commonly
think of as being marked by the Last Supper. On
this night, we begin with corporate Confession &
Forgiveness as the whole assembly, but we also
have a time set aside for Individual Absolution.

This opportunity for the laying on of hands and to hear
a personal declaration of forgiveness of all your sins
creates a bookend to the season of Lent. As Ash
Wednesday focuses on confession and penitence, so
Maundy Thursday focuses on forgiveness. This is only one of the ways that we enact the meaning of the
story we hear on Thursday night. We also wash each
other’s feet, celebrate the Lord’s supper, and then strip
the altar in preparation for Jesus’ death and burial.
When all of this has been done, we depart in
silence, for there is no end to our worship throughout
the Triduum (Latin for “three days”). We greet one
another Thursday evening, but do not dismiss the congregation until the end of the Easter Vigil on Saturday
night. The three services really are parts of one whole
service which tell and enact the whole story: meal to
cross to tomb to new life!
On Friday, “the three readings gather together
biblical images that help us meditate on the meaning
for us of Christ’s death.” Also, we enact the meaning
by as “we join with those faithful few, standing at the
foot of the cross” and we pray. Again we depart in
silence as we wait to return the next evening to hear
the good news of the resurrection.
It is at the Vigil of Easter, Saturday night, that
we take time to tell many of the stories that are central
to our Christian identity, of course including the first
declaration that Christ is risen! We light a new fire,
bless the Paschal candle, baptize another child of God,
and celebrate the risen Lord around the communion
table. And we gather again on Sunday morning to celebrate and feast together again.
There is so much story and ritual action in
these short three days that can enrich our celebration
of Easter, because “for those church members who
worship only on Easter, if the Easter service is all joyous music, rented trumpeters, banks of flowers, pretty
hats, and egg hunts for the children, Christian identity

has shrunk to only a small part of its meaning.” So
I encourage you to take the opportunity to hear and
enact the whole story, so that Easter can be an even
more joyous and full celebration of Christ’s work
for us!
God Bless,
Pastor Leslie
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For more information about the stories, actions, and meanings of the three days, check out Gail Ramshaw’s book “The
Three-Day Feast,” which you can borrow from Pastor Leslie

Mar 19

8:00pm Church Spring Cleanup led by
the Men’s Group

Mar 20

Palm/Passion Sunday

Mar 21

7:00pm Contemporary Choir

Mar 23

No Dinner or study

Mar 24

7:00pm Maundy Thursday Service

Mar 25

7:00pm Good Friday Service

Mar 26

9:30am Altar Guild
7:00pm Easter Vigil

Mar 27

8:30am Contemporary Service

9:45am Easter Potluck Breakfast

Upcoming Events

10:15am Easter Egg Hunt

Mar 1

7:00pm Nursery Focus Group

11:00am Traditional Worship Service

Mar 2

6:30pm Soup , Salad, &
Bread Supper
7:00pm Movie Study of C. S. Lewis
“The Lion, The Witch, and the
Wardrobe.”

Mar 30

Mar 6

After 11am Service—GLC goes to
brunch at Wicker’s

Mar 7

6:30pm Preschool Board Meeting

Choir Practice 7pm Monday Mar ch 7th & 21st
will be the regular rehearsals for the Contemporary
Choir. Come join and make a joyful noise.

6:30pm Potluck
7:00pm “Acts” Bible Study

Join your Grace family for brunch following the
11am service on March 6th at Wicker’s Crab Pot,
located at 4201 Indian River Road in Chesapeake.

7:00pm Contemporary Choir
Mar 8

7:00pm Council Meeting

Mar 9

6:30pm Soup , Salad, & Bread
Supper
7:00pm Movie Study of C. S. Lewis
“The Lion, The Witch, and the
Wardrobe.”

Mar 13

Daylight Savings Time (Spring 1
hour forward)
2-4pm Confirmation @ St. Timothy

Mar 16

12:30pm Ladies Lunch Out at
Kelly’s Tavern in Great Bridge—
136 Battlefield Blvd (by the locks)
6:30pm Soup , Salad, & Bread
Supper
7:00pm Movie Study of “The Lion,
The Witch, and the Wardrobe”

Annual Spring Church Cleanup March 19
It is time to get the church ready for Holy Week!
The Men’s Group will provide breakfast at 8am and
lead the cleaning. Everyone is needed to participate
and tasks for all abilities will be available. Contact
Rick Pabst with questions at 650-1654.

New Member Class
If you are interested in officially joining GLC, plan to
join Pastor Leslie for a new member class on Saturday, April 2, at 11am. This should only last an hour
or so, but will give us an opportunity to learn more
about each other, the congregation, and our mission
together. New Members will be welcomed at both

Celebrations
Happy Birthday!
Mar 2

Annika Peterson

Mar 11

MaKenna Dickens

Mar 12

Chuck Graham, Sr

Mar 14

Mike Ownby

Mar 14

Bethany Posta

Mar 18

Amy Fantaskey-Peterson

Mar 20

Kurt Longsworth

Mar 23

Paul Graham

Mar 24

Jacob Urps

Mar 24

Tracy Ownby

Mar 28

MaKayla Dickens

Mar 30

Earl Richards

Happy Wedding Anniversary!
Mar 26

Bill & Shirl Kuykendall

If you or loved ones are celebrating significant
events; graduation, employment, marriage, anniversary, and/or births, let us rejoice with you and
announce to all in the Grace Greetings. Please add
any birthdays or anniversaries to the list on the bulletin board in the narthex or drop a note on the secretary’s desk in the office.

Prayer List
We Pray for Our Members
Joe Babb
Amy Boya
Andrew Branchanski
Jane Cooley
Doc Dougherty
Mildred Enga
Barbara Fuhrman
Chuck Graham, Sr.
The Graham Family
Vivian Hedden
Anita Helton

Jan Howell
Jane Jennings
Lenora Jones
Barbara Kilian
Jim & Frankie Lunde
Arlene McCullough
The Peterson family
Andrew Petrie
Earl & Debbie
Richards
RoseMary Sidam

We Pray for Our Friends
Barbara
Jameson
Jeneen
Connie Anderson
Candie Arnold
Bill & Mary Babb
Dawn Barker
Vickie Brannon
Janet Bates
The BoWell Family
Mary Broom
Kamden Cassel
Connor S. Crawford
Iris Cruz
Kirk Dewar
Kim Doss
Bob Dyer
Corrine Edwards
Shelly Elise
Bonnie Elverum
Heather Franco
Adeline Galles
Madison Garriott
Meredith Garriott
Jenell Gordon
Frank Haddaway
Eddie Haga
Susan Herrin
Donna Hower
Cheryl Hughes
Angie Hunt
James Hunt
MaryLou Jesus
John Johnson

Wendell Lacy
Jennifer Martin
Laura Miller
Katie Milliner
Judy Moser
Paul Murray
Vickie Newsome
Mary Noyes
Harvey Oaks
Samantha Page & family
Lewis Phillips
Lenice & Sheldon
Pottinger
Charlie Reeck
Tommy Reeck
Jamie Rittenhouse
Lily Grace Schweitzer
Mildred & John
Simpkins
Larry Sommerfield
Fr. Seraphim Stephen
Sandra Thomas
Jeneen Thornston
Margaret Van Dyke
Danielle Weaver
Carol Jean Williams
Danielle Wilfong
Sallie Wilson
Victor Zech
The Military &
Their Families
Our Food Pantry
Clients

Ask Pastor
Why do we pass the peace?
According to Wikipedia, “it
was the widespread custom in the
ancient western Mediterranean for
men to greet each other with a kiss
on the cheek. That was also the custom in ancient Judea and practiced also by Christians. However, the New Testament's reference
to a holy kiss and kiss of love transformed the
character of the act beyond a greeting.”
There is instruction to “greet one another
with a holy kiss” five times in the Bibles
(Romans 16:16, I Corinthians 16:20, II Corinthians 13:12, I Thessalonians 5:26, I Peter 5:14).
We continue this ancient practice, and it
remains more than just a time to greet one’s
friends and acquaintance. It is really meant as a
time for enacting Christ’s peace—that is to “be
Christ” to one another. The passing of the peace
“is a ministry, an announcement of grace we
make to each other, a summary of the gift given
to us in the liturgy of the Word. This ministry we
do to each other is far greater than a sociable
handshake or a ritual of friendship or a moment
of informality.” (Evangelical Lutheran Worship:
The Sunday Assembly p.173)
We pass the peace as a way of connecting
and transitioning from the Word section to the
Meal. We enact the forgiveness and healing we
have just finished praying for. We get ready to
commune together as one body by acknowledged
the inherent connection between us, and working
to heal any rifts that might exist:
“It is true that if a member of the assembly knows that across the room stands someone with whom that member has been in disagreement or even against with whom that
member has sinned, and if the exchange of
peace can be a genuine prayer and a genuine
gift and not a pretense or imposition, the word
of Christ is rightly enacted by the two people
seeking each other out for the exchange of
peace at this time. Their genuine reconciliation may begin with this enacted word, this
gift of Christ.” (Evangelical Lutheran Worship: The Sunday Assembly p.174)
Some African Christians even take this one step
further and highlight the importance for the whole
body to be reconciled with one another:
“The mass began by the priest scooping up a
tuft of grass and passing it on to the elder
saying, “the peace of Christ.” The elder in

turn passed it on and so on and so on. It had to
pass through all. The Masai considered this not
a sign of peace, but peace itself. This was followed by dance and song which led to the
place where the bread and wine were. They
had a lesson and bible reading. The Eucharist
was not offered unless the community was reconciled with one another. If someone had refused to pass the grass there would not be Eucharist. The elders would tell the priest if there
would be the Eucharist.”
The passing of the peace is a not historically or specifically a time to interrogate newcomers
or catch up with old friends. It is a time for us
each to let the Christ alive in us recognize the
Christ alive in each of our neighbors.
As you know, the peace is usually longer
and more hug filled than at other congregations.
However you are comfortable sharing Christ’s
peace with your neighbor is fine (handshake, hug,
kiss, out in the aisle, or just in the pews around
you), but I encourage you to think about the depth
of the meaning of this practice the next time you
are in worship, for acknowledging or connectedness as children of God is the first step to living in
God’s kingdom here and now and in the future!
Keep those questions coming!
There are gray slips of paper and a box in which
to place them in the Narthex.

Archivist Needed
Do you have a passion for scrapbooking or just
organization? We are looking for someone to help
us catch up and keep our photo albums and scrapbooks up to date. Pictures and albums will be
provided. Contact the office if you are interested!

Liz Curtis Higgs at River Oak Church in
Chesapeake
In her best-seller, Bad Girls of
the Bible series, Liz breathed new
life into ancient tales about the
most famous—and infamous—
women in scriptural history.
Register online today
(www.riveroakchurch.org/women)
for an
inspirational weekend (April 8-9,
2016) with Liz Curtis Higgs at River Oak Church.
The cost is only $25. Questions? Contact the
church at
: donna.cunningham@riveroakchurch.org

From the President
March is here, and we are in the middle of the season of Lent as we prepare for Easter. Winter is still
hanging on even though it has been a weird one and
very wet.
In January, Council spent a Saturday in retreat
discussing our role, things we would like to see
grow this year and visions of our future growth and
initiatives we would like to undertake. We also
heard from the Rev. Chris Price from the Bishop’s
office as we inaugurated our Mutual Ministry Committee. Over the coming months you will be hearing more from myself, Pastor Leslie and council
members as we tackle some of these ideas and initiatives.
LeeAnne Mallory has already begun putting together a working group to address having a better, more
formalized and consistent program for providing
Nursery services during worship and Sunday
School. She has brought together a team of interested and caring women that are looking at the
challenges and solutions. They are looking what it
would cost to hire an attendant and what the qualifications and responsibilities would be. They have
made a great start so far and this fits in nicely with
the next topic.
Grace has always been a nice cozy family where
everyone can feel welcome. We still are, but times
have changed a little from the 1960’s, 70’s and
80’s. Today, young families would like to see a
more professional, consistent, and visibly and intentionally safe environment for their children, especially their very young children. Creating that intentionally safe environment is our goal. With this
in mind, we are beginning to look at what our policies should be at Grace and to formalize them.
Some are obvious like having chaperones with the
youth and some require more foresight like having
an internet/social media policy not just for youth,
but which would apply to everyone. In the coming
weeks you will hear more of our plans for a Safe
Church Policy and we will announce our meetings
and invite anyone who would like to help shape
these policies.
Council also decided that we need to be more consistent in getting the word out about our intentions,
meetings and events. Pastor Leslie and Jody have
done a great job of expanding our online presence
with email and Facebook, and we are looking to

update our website. We are going to continue doing
those things, but if you are not hearing about something, please see me or Pastor Leslie so we can try to
figure how best to get the word to everyone.
With Winter still here, be safe out there. If you know
of someone who needs a helping hand, please let us
know. We will do our best to help.
Grow with Grace and be with Christ,
Rick Pabst

Lent, Holy Week, & Easter Calendar
Wednesdays in Lent (Feb 17, 24, Mar 2, 9, 16)
6:30pm ~ Soup, Salad, & Bread Supper
Please consider bringing a soup, salad, or loaf of
bread to share!
7pm ~ Movie Study of C.S. Lewis’ “The Lion,
the Witch, & the Wardrobe”
Passion/Palm Sunday
8:30am & 11:00am ~ Services will begin outside
around the sign and process inside, weather
permitting.
Holy Week
Maundy Thursday: March 24
7pm ~ Worship Service
Good Friday: March 25
7pm ~ Worship Service
Easter Vigil: Saturday, March 26
7pm ~ Worship Service
Easter Sunday
8:30am ~ Contemporary Worship Service
9:45am ~ Easter Potluck Breakfast
10:15am ~ Easter Egg Hunt
11am ~ Traditional Worship Service
Worship readers/servers needed for Holy Week &
Easter: If you ar e inter ested, please see Pastor
Leslie to sign up. {The Lent-O secret word is “tomb”}
In addition to others, we need 4 readers for the Passion
reading on Palm/Passion Sunday & 7 readers/families/
groups to present (act out, read, make a movie, etc.) the
readings at the Easter Vigil.

From the Day School
The Easter Egg is hollow,
just like they found the tomb;
For it is meant to represent
Christ risen in you.
Pre-registration for the Fall continues this month.
Register between now and April 30th for the reduced fee of $50.00. You save $15.00 and a spot is
guaranteed for your child. Please share this information with your families, friends and neighbors.
The Preschool Board voted to raise tuition for the
2016-2017 school year. The last time this was done
was in 2007. Our rates are still the best in the area.
The winners of the basket raffle will be announced
next month. Thank you to all who supported our
effort to raise money for the Lisa Marie Justice
Scholarship Fund.
Our highlights this month are the visit to the
Planetarium and our Easter celebration.

Anita Stephens, Director

Synod/Community News Items
Virginia Lutheran Homes Auxiliary for Luther
Manor
March is Membership Month for VLH Auxiliary for
Luther Manor. Your $5 to $100 membership will be
used to enrich the lives of Luther Manor residents in
Virginia Beach. This apartment community is sponsored by Virginia Lutheran Homes, Inc. and in participation with the Federal Government (HUD)—serves
the low-income elderly and disabled at this facility.
Look for more information in the Narthex during the
first two weeks of March.
ACTS Save the Date—April 9 & May 14, 2016
The ACTS Spring Course, "A World According to
God: Practices for Discipleship" will be April 9 & May
14, 2016. The presenter will be Dr. Martha E. Stortz,
the Bernhard M. Christensen Professor of Religion and
Vocation at Augsburg College, a position she has held
since 2010.
ACTS is the Virginia Synod's Adult Faith Formation
program. For more information about ACTS go to:
http://www.vasynod.org/ministries/acts/
For more information about this course go to: http://
www.vasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/11/2016Spring-ACTS-Course.pdf
Register Online at: http://www.cvent.com/events/aworld-according-to-god-practices-for-discipleship/
event-summarye4ff1b7d4b254b4fb453ad104fe118b2.aspx

Evangelism and Lutherans?
Lutherans being comfortable and confident in sharing the Good News is just what is needed in today’s
mixed up and crazy world; not for our sake, but so that
the world – your friends, family, neighbors, and coworkers – may come to know that God loves them so
much that He died for their sake and rose to new
life. We proclaim the love of Jesus for the sake of others. We share our story so that they may know The
Way in a broken world.

Prayer Shawls
The Threaders are seeking people to knit or crochet
prayer shawls at home. Instructions and yarn are
provided. See Peggy Barry or call the office to help.

You are invited to Emmanuel Lutheran Church from
10:00 am to 1:00 pm on Saturday, March 5th, 2015,
as we host an evangelism workshop with the Rev. Dr.
David Wheeler, Pr ofessor of Evangelism and
Student Ministry, and Director for The Center for Ministry Training at Liberty University in Lynchburg,
Virginia, and co-author of the book Evangelism Is…
How to Share Jesus with Passion and Confidence. A
light lunch will be provided and freewill offering is
welcome. 3900 Virginia Beach Blvd, Virginia Beach,
VA 23452. ELVB.ORG

Youth Opportunities
Bishop’s Day—Saturday, March 19, 2016 at St.
Mark LC in Charlottesville from 1-3:30pm
Bishop’s Day is for middle school and high school
students who are interesting in exploring the potential of going into full time ministry. This day is a
wonderful opportunity to students to hear from
Bishop James Mauney and other rostered leaders
from around the state, as well as hear more about
the process of vocational discernment. Pastor
Leslie is planning on attending; if you would like to
attend, please let her know.
Confirmation Camp—June 19-24 @ Caroline
Furnace Lutheran Camp
Even though most of our current Confirmation students will be confirmed by then, all youth grades 7
& 8 are encouraged to attend! Please let Pastor
Leslie know ASAP if you plan to attend. Financial
help is available upon request!
CFLC also offers many other summer camp opportunities. Registration is open for camp! There is an
early bird discount ($15) for all registrations completed by March 15th. Register Online: http://
www.carolinefurnace.org/
Kairos—June 26-July 1 @ Roanoke College
Kairos is the VA Synod Youth Event for high
school youth (rising 9th-12th graders...current 8th11th) at Roanoke College. The cost is $370/youth
and will be covered by Grace for any member who
wants to attend. If you are able to reimburse the
Youth Fund for any or all of the cost, that is appreciated. If you would like to attend, please fill out a
registration form and return it to Pastor Leslie by
March 13!

Registration is now open for Caroline
Furnace Lutheran Camp!
Programs are available for children from 1st-12th
grade, and counselors in training. Our confirmands
and Pastor Leslie will be in camp the week of June
19-24 (what better time to send your first time camper!). You can view the camp schedule and programs
by visiting: : http://www.carolinefurnace.org

Easter Lilies
Order your Easter Lilies by Monday, March 7th.
Each plant is only $8.50. Pick up an order envelope
in the narthex or call the office at 420-4704 to place
your order.

Memorial Donations
The Memorial Fund was established for monetary
gifts “In memory of …” and/or “In honor of …”
The following donations were received in January
and February.
We are grateful to the following
for memorial gifts in memory of
Kim McCullough
Mr. & Mrs. Will Anderson
Mike & Peggy Barry
Mr. & Mrs. Walt Knaus
We are grateful to the following
for memorial gifts in memory of
Ted Peterson
The co-workers of Bill Peterson
Mr. & Mrs. Quincy

Shrove Tuesday Pancake
Supper, Hosted by our Youth

Those Who Serve
Date

Time

Assisting Minister

Greeters

8:30am

Nancy Springsteen

Mike & Lynne Stapleton

11:00am

Rich Fraenkel

Jane Cooley

8:30am

John Twiddy

Mike & Vivian Hedden

11:00am

John Twiddy

Jackie Ange

8:30am

Mary Washington

Hunter Simpkins

11:00am

David Pritchard

Monique Schroeder

Mar 6

Ushers

Betty Keefer & Sharon
Chamberlin

Mar 13
David & Joaquina Pritchard

Mar 20

Mar 24

7:00pm

Mike Hedden

Mar 25

7:00pm

Mike Hedden

Mar 26

7:00pm

Ellen Pabst

8:30am

Ellen Pabst

11:00am

Rich Fraenkel

Ray & Ruth Miles

Mar 27
Ray & Ruth Miles

DJ & Bethany Solomon

8:30 Contemporary
9:45 Easter Potluck
Breakfast
10:15 Easter Egg Hunt
11:00 Traditional

Easter Sunday

Food Pantry
Threaders
Brown Bag Bible Study
Karate for Christ

28

27

8:30 Contemporary
9:45 Sunday School
11:00 Traditional

Services will begin
outside around the sign &
process inside.

Food Pantry
Threaders
Brown Bag
Karate for Christ
Contemp. Choir 7:00pm

Palm/Passion Sunday

Food Pantry
Threaders
Brown Bag
Karate for Christ

21

14

Food Pantry 9am12:45pm
Threaders 10:00am
Brown Bag Bible Study
12:30pm-2pm
Karate for Christ 6pm
Contemp. Choir 7:00pm
Preschool Board
6:30pm

7

Mon

20

8:30 Contemporary
9:45 Sunday School
11:00 Traditional
2:00pm Confirmation
@ St. Timothy
Gi3-5pm Girl Scouts

13

Brunch @ Wicker’s after
the 11am service

8:30 Contemporary
9:45 Sunday School
10:00 Traditional

6

Sun

29

22
ASG
7pm

10am-1pm

Tidewater Conference
Meeting

7pm

Council Meeting

15

8

7pm

Acts Bible Study

PotLuck Dinner
6:30pm

30

23

Soup Supper
6:30pm
Lenten Movie
Study 7pm

Ladies’ Lunch Out
Kelly’s 12:30am

16

7pm

Lenten Movie
Study

Soup & Bread Dinner
6:30pm

9

Lenten Movie Study
– The Lion, the
Witch, and the
Wardrobe
7:00pm

7pm

2

Wed
Soup Supper 6:30pm

Tue
Nursery Focus Group

1

MARCH 2016

31

7pm
8:00pm

AA

7pm

25

Karate for Christ

18

Karate for Christ

Karate for Christ

11

4

Good Friday

AA
8:00pm

8:00pm

AA

AA
8:00pm

Fri

Maundy Thursday

24

17

10

3

Thu

Easter Vigil
7:00pm

Altar Guild Meeting
9:30am

26

Church workday
led by the Men’s
Group 8am

19

Daylight Savings
Time Begins at 2am
on Sunday.
Turn your clocks
ahead 1 hour before
going to bed!

12

5

Sat

