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Mission Statement:
We are a community of believers in Christ called to be servants to all people.

From Pastor Leslie

Alleluia, Christ is Risen!
Christ is Risen Indeed! Alleluia!
During the 40 days and Sundays in
Lent, we have spent time being marked
with the ashes of repentance, sitting with
the simplicity of soup suppers, and extra
time during Holy Week hearing and enacting the stories of our faith.
But all of those moments lead up to
one moment—the moment that we are
reminded that the tomb is empty! Jesus is
not there, but has been raised!
All of Jesus’ healing stories and
teaching moments have simply been setting the stage for this moment—The Resurrection!
It is when we are reminded of what
happened before, what Jesus said and
did in the past, that the resurrection can
be at all comprehended. And it is only after Jesus’ death and resurrection that Jesus’ ministry and message can start to be
understood. The story is finally complete,
but at the same time has just begun. That
is the paradox! Easter is a completion
AND a new beginning!
The other paradox that exists in the
Gospel of Luke’s account of the resurrection is that Jesus does not show up. So it
begs the question: other than the risen Jesus himself, what are the signs of the resurrection?
This is a question we can ask of the
Gospel of Luke, which we read this liturgical year, but we almost must ask it of our
story, our world, ourselves.
In the coming weeks, look around,

pay attention, and answer the question.
What signs of the resurrection do you see?
Alleluia, Christ is Risen!
Christ is Risen Indeed, Alleluia!
God Bless,
Pastor Leslie

Ask the Pastor

Why don’t all congregations/denominations
observe Lent?
Nowhere in the Bible does is say anything about the season of Lent. Lent is instead a practice that has developed over
the life of the church, but does have Biblical
connections—timing (40 days) & spiritual
practices (prayer, fasting, alms). Scholars are
not 100% clear on when and why the practice of Lent first began, but there is evidence
that early on it was a season of preparation
for Baptism. It was only later that it developed into a season focused on penitence.
Today, I tend to think of Lent as a mix of the
two.
There are a variety of factors that impact whether a denomination/congregation
observes Lent or not. Here are a few:
Are they “liturgical” or “non-liturgical”?
Do they use the Revised Common Lectionary (a 3-year cycle of readings),
another lectionary, or choose their
readings themselves each week?
Where do they historically come from on
the Christianity Family tree?
What are their practices around Baptism
and preparation for Baptism?
How worried are they about seeming “too
Catholic”?
Does their Pastor “like” Lent or not?

There is a variety of Lenten practices
even within the ELCA, let alone the whole
of Christianity. It is somewhat about personal/pastoral preference, tradition, and
spirituality. But ultimately it is adiaphora—
“matters not regarded as essential to faith,
but nevertheless as permissible for Christians or allowed in church”—our salvation
is not dependent on it, but it can aid in our
relationship with God and in living a Christian life.
Keep those questions coming!
In the Narthex, there are gray slips of paper
and a box in which to put them.

Upcoming Events
Apr 1-2

Pastor Leslie away for her
Grandmother’s Funeral
Apr 2 11am
New Member Class
Apr 3 Welcome New Members
12:30pm Brunch at Wicker’s
Crab Pot
Apr 4-7
Pastor Leslie away at Institute
of Liturgical Studies
Apr 4 NO BROWN BAG BIBLE STUDY
7:00pm
Contemporary Choir
Apr 5 7:00pm
Self Care 101 Workshop
Apr 6 6:30pm
Potluck
7:00pm
“Acts” Bible Study
Apr 7 7-9pm
Webinar: Religion &
Identity in the Middle East
Apr 9 8:00am
Men’s Group
Apr 10 2-4pm
Confirmation @ Good
Shepherd LC
Apr 11 6:30pm
Preschool Board Mtg.
Apr 12 7:00pm
Council Meeting
Apr 13 6:30pm
Potluck Dinner
7:00pm
“Acts” Bible Study
Apr 14 9:30am
Safe Church Meeting
7-9pm
Webinar: Religion &
Identity in the Middle East
Apr 16 2:00pm
Self Care 101 Workshop
Apr 18 6:00pm
Mutual Ministry Meeting
7:00pm
Contemporary Choir
Apr 20 12:30pm Ladies Lunch Out at
Spaghetti Eddies (Eden
Way N., Chesapeake)

Apr 21 7-9pm

Apr 25 7:00pm
Apr 26 7-9pm
Apr 27 6:30pm
7:00pm
Apr 30 7-9pm

Webinar: Religion &
Identity in the Middle East
Safe Church Meeting
Webinar: Basics in Luther
& Lutheranism
Potluck Dinner
“Acts” Bible Study
Webinar: Religion &
Identity in the Middle East

Pastoral Emergencies

If you have a pastoral emergency while Pastor Leslie is away, please contact Council
President, Rick Pabst (757-620-1654).

New Member Class—April 2 at 11am

If you are interested in officially joining GLC,
plan to attend the new member class on
Saturday, April 2, at 11am. This should only
last an hour or so, but will give us an opportunity to learn more about each other, the
congregation, and our mission together.
New Members will be welcomed at both
services on Sunday, April 3rd. Please let Pastor Leslie know ASAP if you are interested in
joining.

Brunch at Wickers—April 3 at 12:30pm
The first Sunday of the month (April 3) a
group of GLCers will gather for brunch at
Wicker’s Crab Pot (4201 Indian River Rd,
Chesapeake, VA 23325) after the 11am
service (about 12:30pm). All are welcome
to join us! Please RSVP to the Facebook
Event or to Bethany Solomon.

Contemporary Choir Practice

The first & third Mondays of the month
(April 4th & 18th) at 7pm is rehearsal for the
Contemporary Choir. Come join and make
a joyful noise!

Celebrations

We Pray for Our Friends

Happy Birthday!
Apr 3
Apr 6
Apr 12
Apr 17
Apr 19
Apr 25
Apr 26
Apr 28

John Hawk
Elaine Babb
Rick Pabst
Anita Helton
Ellen Pabst
Matthew Graham
RoseMary Sidam
Debbie Dougherty

Apr 12
Apr 27

DJ & Bethany Solomon
Bill & Terrah Peterson

Happy Wedding Anniversary!

If you or loved ones are celebrating
significant events; graduation, employment,
marriage, anniversary, and/or births, let us
rejoice with you and
announce to all in
the Grace Greetings. Please add any birthdays or anniversaries to the list on the
bulletin board in the narthex or drop a note
on the secretary’s desk in the office.

Prayer List

We Pray for Our Members

Joe Babb
Andrew Branchanski
Jane Cooley
Doc Dougherty
Mildred Enga
Barbara Fuhrman
Chuck Graham, Sr.
Vivian Hedden
Anita Helton
Jan Howell
Jane Jennings

Lenora Jones
Barbara Kilian
Jim & Frankie Lunde
Arlene McCullough
The Peterson Family
Andrew Petrie
Earl & Debbie
Richards
RoseMary Sidam
Margaret Van Dyke

Barbara
Jameson
Connie Anderson
Charles Armontrout
Candie Arnold
Bill & Mary Babb
The Bates Family
Vickie Brannon
Gabrielle Brewer
The BoWell Family
Kamdin Cassel
Sue Clark
Kirk Dewar
Bob Dyer
Corrine Edwards
Bonnie Elverum
Sonja Floyd
Heather Franco
Adaline Galles
Madison Garriott
Meredith Garriott
Jenell Gordon
Eddie Haga
Donna Hower
James Hunt
MaryLou Jesus

Kristy Kline
Andrew Lowe
Jennifer Martin
Laura Miller
Katie Milliner
Paul Murray
Samantha Page
Lenice Pottinger
Sheldon Pottinger
Charle Reeck
Tommy Reeck
Baylor Saylor
Lily Grace Schweitzer
Karen Shields
Kraig Siegel
Mildred Simpkins
John Simpkins
Larry Sommerfeld
Fr. Seraphim Stephens
Sandra Thomas
Shannon Vellines
Carol Jean Williams
Sallie Wilson
Diana Zech
Victor Zech

The Military & their Families
Our Food Pantry Clients

From the President

Spring is here and with it the outdoors are
beginning to flourish. Bulbs are flowering,
trees have buds bursting out and planting
time is almost here. We are celebrating
Christ Jesus' Resurrection and have had a
renewal of our faith throughout the Lenten
and Easter season. Still, there is much to do,
both spiritually and physically in the life of
our church.
As we resume our Wednesday night Bible
study of Acts, we will be looking at the actions of the first disciples and the early
church after Jesus conquered death on the
cross Easter morning. We also have opportunities for continuing learning with two separate five-week web based series. The first is
about “The Rise of Islamic Radicalism” and
the second is about “Luther and Lutheranism.” If either interest you, please see Pastor
Leslie or sign-up on the sheet in the Narthex.

Last month I spoke a little about developing
a “Safe Church Policy” for our congregation. LeeAnne Mallory and her team have
done a great job in solidifying goals and
policies for our Nursery and we intend to
build upon that. Our first meeting will be
Thursday April 14th at 9:30AM. Our second
meeting will be Monday, April 25that 7PM.
Both will be introductory meetings designed
to layout the goals and gather input before
we start writing. Please feel free to come
and share ideas.
Last month at Council we heard some new
ideas from members. Hannah Kyllo
discussed how she would like to bring her
talent and experience in the healthcare
field to a ministry within Grace. You will be
hearing more as we solidify plans. Susan
Archbell shared ideas about Evangelism she
gleaned from a program offered by
Emmanuel Lutheran a few weeks ago. She
will work with our Council members to see
how best to implement some of these

ideas. Both of these initiatives may at
first glance seem to have little to do with
Sunday morning worship — NOT TRUE!
They both have great importance to our
health as individuals and as a congregation which in turn enriches our Sunday
morning worship. I thank them for stepping forward and look forward to working them. New ideas are always welcome.
With Spring here, that means the growing season will soon be upon us. Please
consider setting aside a few Saturdays
(or other days) this year to come and
help take care our place of worship.
There are always things to do, i.e. grass
mowing, weeding, raking, window washing and painting to name a few.
Grace has many things going on and it is
not just about Sunday mornings. My
thanks to Pastor Leslie for a wonderful
discussion about the movie “The Lion,
the Witch and the Wardrobe” during
Lent. It was both fun and meaningful to
take a critical look at popular story and
see how it can relate to the story of our
redemption from the Bible and our everyday lives. If you have any other ideas
or want to get something started, please
step forward and talk with myself, Pastor
or any Council member.
Grow with Grace and be with Christ,
Rick Pabst

Confirmation—May 15 at 10am

We have 4 Confirmation Youth who will
affirm their Baptism at a joint service at
10am on Pentecost Sunday (May 15th).
That day, worship will be at 10am and will
be followed by lunch in the fellowship
hall.

Spring Flea Market—May 14th

Our Annual Spring Flea Market takes
place on Saturday, May 14th from 8am2pm. Spaces are $10 and proceeds
benefit Grace Lutheran Day School. We
are looking for Volunteers to bake items
for our bake sale, set up Friday evening,
work on Saturday morning, and clean up
Saturday afternoon. Call the office at
420-4704 to reserve your space or to
volunteer.

Religion and Identity in the Middle
East: the Rise of Islamic Radicalism
Webinar

The “Middle East,” as it is commonly
known by Americans, has been a land of
fascination, frustration, and fear. Many
Americans find the tapestry of its peoples, languages, cultures, and religions to
be confusing, and yet the Middle East is
so prominent in our news and media.
These five sessions will look at the cultural
perspectives of the people of the Middle
East, the Arab Spring, and the rise of Islamic Radicalism as protest movements,
including al-Qaeda and Daesh (ISIS). The
purpose of this course is to help North
American Christians move beyond fear
to become creatively engaged as
peacemakers and responsible citizens
and in our own communities.

We will gather from 7-9pm at Grace on
five consecutive Thursdays, beginning on
March 31st to watch the event online.
Sign up in the narthex to participate.

The schedule of topics by week will be:

Week 1: What is the Middle East?: geography and its effect on identity (Thursday,
March 31)
This session will review the geography and
political arrangement of the modern Middle East and how this has impacted political identities.
Week 2: Communal Identity: the religious
communities of the Middle East (Thursday,
April 7)
In this session we will provide an overview
of the numerous indigenous religious communities of the region. We will also look at
general cultural values and the importance of religion on traditional family
and communal identity.
Week 3: The Arab Spring: causes and aspirations (Thursday, April 14)
This session will uncover the sources of
general discontent of the last twenty
years, and the hopes of the “soft revolutions.”
Week 4: Sources of Islamic Radicalism in
the Middle East, part I (Thursday, April 21)
The final two sessions will look at the responses to Arab Nationalism, the 1967
war, and the “failed states” of the Middle
East. Islamic Radicalism will be defined
and placed within the broader category
of other Muslim pieties.
Week 5: Sources of Islamic Radicalism in
the Middle East, part II (Thursday, April 28)
Viewed from the historical and cultural
framework of the last four sessions, the final session will look at the rise of al-Qaeda
and DAESH (ISIS), and Muslim responses to
these organizations.

Basics in Luther and Lutheranism
Webinar

With the approach of the 500th anniversary of the Reformation, Lutherans and
others may want to know what the big
deal was – and is – about Martin Luther’s
theology. Join us for a five week , Tuesday
night webinar at Grace, beginning on
Tuesday, April 26th from 7-9pm and continuing through May 24th. Please sign up in
the Narthex to participate. This course will
provide an overview of Martin Luther’s
(and Lutheranism’s) basic teachings, including Justification by Faith Alone; Distinguishing Law and Gospel; the Theology of
the Cross; The Word and Sacraments; The
Event Called Church; and Christian Vocations in the World.

Memorial Donations

The Memorial Fund was established for
monetary gifts “In memory of …” and/or
“In honor of …” The following donations
were received in March.
The following donations were received in
March:
We are grateful to the following
for memorial gifts in memory of
Kim McCullough
Mrs. Marlene Hubert
We are grateful to the following
for memorial gifts in memory of
Ted Peterson
Mrs. Marlene Hubert
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Peterson
We are grateful to the following
for memorial gifts in memory of
Ted & Julia Peterson
Mrs. Carol Trott
Mrs. Wendy Barcroft

God’s Global Barnyard

What is Global Barnyard? It is a program to
help families in third world countries to not only help feed themselves but create an enterprise that reproduces itself to help them earn
a livelihood.
Have you noticed how many animals/trees
we have donated since we started participating in 2008? Here are the statistics:
2 Llamas
3 Cows
4 Fish ponds
5 Bee hives
5 Roosters
9 Sheep
16 Turkeys
23 Ducks
26 Goats
27 Pigs
97 Baby Chicks
50 Fruit trees
Keep track of future Global Barnyard purchases by checking out the banner in the
Narthex. Thank you to Jeanie Wright, who
made and updates it.
Would you like to participate? Pick up a bank
(pig, barn, or blue box) on the table in the
Narthex, put your change in it, and when it’s
full, place it in the offering plate and we’ll
help more families become self-sufficient.
Thank you Grace Family for all you continue
to participate in to make other lives better!

Self Care 101: Caring For The Only ‘You’
You’ve Been Given
Do you find yourself with too much on your to
-do list? Are you dreaming of that vacation to
get away from it all? Learn tips and tricks to
manage stress and responsibilities while making time for yourself, and enriching your faith.
Presented by Grace’s own Hannah Kyllo, MA,
LPC-R on
Tuesday April 5th, 7-8pm OR
Saturday April 16th, 2-3pm.
Contact: Hannah @ 757-809-6294.

From the Day School

“But what I like doing best is Nothing,” said
Christopher Robin.
“How do you do nothing?” asked Pooh,
after he has wondered for a long time.

“Well, it’s when people call out at you just
as you’re going off to do it, What are you
going to do, Christopher Robin, and you
say, ‘Oh, nothing, and then you go and do
it.’”
Winnie-the-Pooh by A. A. Milne
And the basket winners are:
Devotional – Aimee Barnes
Fair Trade – Carmen Fraenkel
Evening In – Kylie Holz
Chocolate – Doug Patterson
Wine & Cheese – Mary McCoy Patterson
Evening Out – Jim Bierman
Thanks to the generosity of the church and
the school, the Lisa Marie Scholarship Fund
is $1155.00 richer.
Pre-registration for the Fall continues this
month. Register between now and April
30th for the reduced fee of $50.00. You
save $15.00 and a spot is guaranteed for
your child. Please share this information
with your families, friends and neighbors.
A big thank-you to Marlene Hubert and
Betty Keefer for their generous Thrivent
Choice gifts.
The annual Trike-A-Thon to raise money for
St. Jude Children’s
Anita Stephens
Preschool Director

Synod & Community Upcoming Events
Liz Curtis Higgs at River Oak Church

In her best-seller, Bad Girls
of the Bible series, Liz
breathed new life into ancient tales about the most
famous—and infamous—
women in scriptural history. Register online today
(www.riveroakchurch.org/
women) for an inspirational weekend (April 8-9) with Liz Curtis Higgs at
River Oak Church. The cost is only $25.
Contact:
donna.cunningham@riveroakchurch.org

Heart-to-Heart: As Your Parents Age

Saturday, April 2nd at 10am
St. Timothy Lutheran Church is hosting a workshop designed to give you tips and tools to
help start those necessary conversations
about aging. In this workshop you will gain a
better understanding of:
· The impact caregiving can have on your
relationship and finances.
· What key information is helpful so you provide support when needed.
· Tips to help initiate healthy conversations
with your parents

Norfolk Admirals Bucks/Pucks

Saturday, April 9 @ 7:15pm @ Norfolk Scope
Presented by The Longest Day Team of St.
Timothy Lutheran Church. Questions: Jim Somerville ljsommerville0823@gmail.com or 757567-5023. To purchase tickets, go to
www.norfolkadmirals.com/group_sales_intro
and click on “Alzheimer’s Association-The
Longest Day” promo code: TheLongestDay
Tickets are $14, but $4 of every ticket benefits
the Alzheimer’s Association.

Virginia Lutheran Men in Mission
Gathering

May 14-15, 2016
Roslyn Retreat Center, Richmond
Registration form at http://
www.vasynod.org/wp-content/
uploads/2016/03/LMIMRegistration.pdf or
on the table in the narthex.
Deadline for Registering is April 30th, 2016
For more information, contact Dolph Moller
(804) 378-6164.

Power in the Spirit

July 14-16, 2016 at Roanoke College
Power in the Spirit is an inspirational conference for everyone who wishes to explore
God’s call to service through joyous worship,
Bible study, keynote addresses, workshops,
and fellowship. In addition, all congregational leaders will find POWER IN THE SPIRIT
especially nurturing and challenging as they
consider their mission and ministry.
More information at: http://
www.vasynod.org/wp-content/
uploads/2012/11/2016-Power-in-the-SpiritBrochure.pdf

Youth Opportunities
One Homeless Night

ACTS—April 9 & May 14

The ACTS Spring Course, "A World According to God: Practices for Discipleship" will
be April 9 & May 14, 2016. The presenter
will be Dr. Martha E. Stortz, the Bernhard M.
Christensen Professor of Religion and Vocation at Augsburg College, a position she
has held since 2010. ACTS is the Virginia
Synod's Adult Faith Formation program.
For more information about ACTS go to:
http://www.vasynod.org/ministries/acts/
For more information about this course go
to: http://www.vasynod.org/wp-content/
uploads/2012/11/2016-Spring-ACTSCourse.pdf
Register Online at: http://www.cvent.com/
events/a-world-according-to-godpractices-for-discipleship/event-summarye4ff1b7d4b254b4fb453ad104fe118b2.aspx

April 16-17, 2016 at Emmanuel Lutheran
Church, VA Beach.
High Schoolers are invited to participate in a
homelessness simulation and educational
lock-in. $10 Registration fee and all other
donations will go towards a new shower
trailer for Soap Chips. Donate at https://
gofundme.com/t2jgxj2c
They are also in need of in-kind donations
for the event:
· Bottled water
· Firewood
· Duct tape
· Big cardboard boxes
Questions: ohnelvb@gmail.com

Caroline Furnace Lutheran Camp

Confirmation Camp—June 19-24
Even though most of our current Confirmation students will be confirmed, all youth
grades 7 & 8 are encouraged to attend!
Please let Pastor Leslie know ASAP if you
plan to attend. Financial help is available
upon request!

CFLC also offers many other summer camp
opportunities for children from 1st-12th
grade, and counselors in training.
Register online: http://
www.carolinefurnace.org/

Palm Sunday

8:30 Contemporary
9:45 Sunday School
11am Traditional
3pm Girl Scouts

25

Food Pantry
Threaders
Brown Bag Bible Study
Karate for Christ
7pm Safe Church
Meeting

24

Food Pantry
Threaders
Brown Bag Bible Study
Karate for Christ
6pm Mutual Ministry
7pm Contemporary
Choir

18

8:30 Contemporary
9:45 Sunday School
11am Traditional

17

11

6:30pm ASG
7pm Basics in
Lutheran &
Lutheranism
Webinar

26

19

12

Food Pantry
7pm Council
Threaders
Meeting
12:30-2pm Brown Bag
Bible Study
Karate for Christ
6:30pm Preschool Board

10

8:30 Contemporary
9:45 Sunday School
11am Traditional
2pm Confirmation @
Good Shepherd LC
3pm Girl Scouts

7pm Self Care 101
Workshop

5

Tue

9am-12:45pm Food
Pantry
10am Threaders
NO Brown Bag Bible
Study
6pm Karate for Christ
7pm Contemporary
Choir

4

Mon

Welcome New
Members
8:30 Contemporary
9:45 Sunday School
11am Traditional
12:30pm Brunch @
Wicker’s Crab Pot

3

Sun

7

Thu

21

28

6:30pm Potluck
Dinner
7:00pm Acts Bible 7pm Middle East
Study
Webinar
8:00pm AA

27

12:30pm Ladies
Lunch Out
6:30pm Potluck
7pm Middle East
Dinner
Webinar
7:00pm Acts Bible 8:00pm AA
Study

20

14

6:30pm Potluck
9:30am Safe
Dinner
Church Meeting
7:00pm Acts Bible
Study
7pm Middle East
Webinar
8pm AA

13

6:30pm Potluck
Dinner
7pm Religion &
7:00pm Acts Bible
Identity in the
Study
Middle East
Webinar
8pm AA

6

Wed

Karate for Christ

29

Karate for Christ

22

Karate for Christ

Karate for Christ

15

8

6pm Karate for
Christ

6pm Girl Scout
Leader Meeting

1

Fri

30

23

2pm Self Care 101
Workshop

16

8am Men’s Group

9

11am New
Member Class

2

Sat

Nursery Attendant

Grace Lutheran Church in Chesapeake is seeking a caring and able bodied adult to serve
as a part time paid Nursery Attendant.
Candidates should have childcare experience, be able to facilitate church provided
activities, and maintain a healthy and safe environment in the nursery on Sunday mornings.
Hours from September through May are from 8:15am-12:30pm. Summer hours (JuneAugust) are from 8:15am-11:15pm. First aid and CPR training are desired, and a high school
diploma, background check, physical, and TB test are required. Applications are available
by calling the church office at (757)420-4704 or by emailing
secretary@gracelutheranchesapeake.org .

Recruiting Volunteers

We are recruiting adult and youth volunteers to help in the nursery on Sundays
during both worship services (8:15am-9:35am & 10:45am-12:15am) and
Sunday School (9:35am-10:45am).
Adults will be subject to a background check.
Sign up in the Narthex or see LeeAnne Mallory with questions!

Mark your calendars!
Surf Shack VBS will take place
on August 1st-5th from 6:00pm-8:30pm.
Children age 3 through rising 6th graders are invited
to catch the wave of God’s amazing love!

