March 2018

“Grace Greetings”

Grace Lutheran Church
521 Providence Road
Chesapeake, Virginia 23325
The Reverend Leslie D. Scanlon, Pastor
Office (757) 420-4704
Cell (757) 598-3522
PastorLeslie@GraceLutheranChesapeake.org
Regular Worship Hours
8:30 am Contemporary Worship with Holy Communion
9:45 am Sunday School
11:00 am Traditional Worship with Holy Communion
www.GraceLutheranChesapeake.org
Grace Lutheran Day School
Offers Christian Preschool programs for 2, 3, & 4 year old children.
Call 757-420-4720 for information
www.GraceLutheranDaySchool.weebly.com
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Grace Lutheran Church
A worshipping community of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

March 2018 “Grace Greetings”
Mission Statement:
We are a community of believers in Christ called to be servants to all people.

From the Vicar
My name is Kellin Kumanchik-Gibbs. I was born and raised
in Fairborn Ohio with my mother, father, and younger sister.
I graduated high school a year early to join the Marine
Corps where I served as motor transportation for many different
units for 5 years active and two years reserve. I deployed to Iraq,
in an area called Mosul up by the Syrian border for just shy of a
year.
After my active duty time, I move back to Ohio for a year
before I was transferred to Virginia Beach where and met Brian,
my husband, and also where I found Jesus Christ. Most of my faith
formation comes out of a non-denominational church in Virginia
Beach, even though I grew up Lutheran and partook in
catechism and confirmation classes. I never really had a
What’s a “Vicar”?
relationship with my Lord and Savior until later my life.
Different Christian
Because of my new found relationship with Christ, I finally denominations use the
decided to answer the call to ministry that was placed on my word to mean different
heart at the age of 13 by a vicar, who I am still close too, that kinds/ranks of pastors,
came to work at our church. I then decided to go to Regent
but in the ELCA, we
University and pursue a degree in biblical theology. From there I
normally use it as the
enrolled at Trinity Lutheran Seminary in Ohio to begin my studies
title for a seminarian
and have since transferred to Luther seminary out of Minnesota
doing contextual
where I will finish.
education or internship,
There’s a lot more to my story, though I don’t have room to so think of a “Vicar” as
put it all on this paper. But I would love to share it with you all.
a “Pastor-in-training.”
People ask me all the time why I decided to become a pastor
and how do I know that’s what I’m supposed to be and do. The
answer to this question is always, I didn’t choose it HE chose me.
HE called me, though I ran from it (like Jonah did), and HE saved
my life, both metaphorically and literally.
I am grateful that you, Grace Lutheran, have agreed to let
me come and learn from your congregation, from your pastor,
and to be in fellowship with you as a co-learner on this journey.
Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ,
Kellin Kumanchik-Gibbs

CATECHUMENight Out
Thursday, March 1st at 7pm
at Brixx Pizza (801 Eden Way N)

Mar 1

Mar 5
Mar 6
Mar 7
Mar 10
Mar 12
Mar 14
Mar 17
Mar 19
Mar 21
Mar 25
Mar 26
Mar 29
Mar 30
Mar 31
Apr 1

Join us for some “pub theology” as we
discuss Resurrection vs. Reincarnation over
drinks, food, and fellowship! Please invite
others and RSVP on Facebook by
Wednesday (1/31) at Noon.

4-9pm

Brixx Buxx
Fundraiser
7pm
CATECHUMENight
Out
7pm
Praise Choir
7:30pm
Grace Choir
7pm
Council Meeting
6:30pm
Lenten Midweek
Dinner Church
8am
Men’s Group
5:30pm
GLDS Board
Meeting
7pm
Bell Choir
6:30pm
Lenten Midweek
Dinner Church
10am
Sister-Sisters
7pm
Praise Choir
7:30pm
Grace Choir
12:30pm
Ladies Lunch
6:30pm
Lenten Midweek
Dinner Church
Palm Sunday
7pm
Bell Choir
Maundy Thursday
7pm
Worship
Good Friday
7pm
Worship
7pm
Easter Vigil Worship
Easter Sunday
8:30am
Worship
9:45am
Potluck Breakfast
10:15am
Easter Egg Hunt
11am
Worship

Men’s Group
Saturday, March 10th at 8am
All men are invited for a potluck breakfast
and light work around the church—inside
and outside.

Ladies Lunch Out
Wednesday, March 21st at 12:30pm
at Crazy Buffet
(1745 Parkview Dr, Chesapeake)
Join the ladies of GLC for fellowship & food.
Please RSVP on the Facebook Event or sign
up in the Narthex by Noon on Monday,
March 19th.

Midweek Lenten Dinner Church
Wednesdays in Lent 6:30-8pm
(continues Mar 7, 14, 21)

Easter Flower Orders—$9 each
due by March 18th

Gather for the Word, dinner, and
communion all rolled up into one time of
fellowship & faith. Each week we will focus
on one aspect of Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s life &
writings. Please sign up in the Narthex to
bring a dish to share for the Soup Supper.

Due to a Easter Lily bulb failure, we might
not be able to get as many as usual, but
will supplement with other spring flowers.
To order, grab an envelope from the
Narthex and place it in the offering plate.
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Reflections from Winter Celebration
By Hunter Simpkins
Winter Celebration is one of my
memorable of all trips in the ELCA. I was so
glad to see old and new friends to grow
more in Christ with. Winter Celebration is a
very warm and comfort setting. I’m still
growing in my faith. It’s not very big but it is
not very small either. It’s on the middle
path and my heart can’t decide. But this
trip made me at least take a few steps on
the growing faith street. That’s only the
surface of Winter Celebration. There was
the really good songs and small groups.
The songs we sing also make me go to the
times I would be a VBS camper but this is
even better. Small groups are so
awesome—it has the Bible Study/
teammates type feel. My group was quiet
but then everyone broke out of their shell.
Now we all know each other well and I
also hope we see them at National
Gathering. The skits had one of the best
messages. It was about a group of friends
who go to a ski resort and this one guy
(Natas) who makes trouble for everyone,
but Chris saves anyone and everyone. It
was based on Jesus being tempted by the
devil when Jesus was fasting for 40 days
and nights. But the ending was that the
devil will never win!
I feel we should keep going to these trips so
we can grow faith from teen to adult and
always give back with God’s help.

By Rich Fraenkel
Winter Cel was fantastic! It always is. I love
going on these retreats! I guess that’s why I
keep going, year after year. I know my
faith is always charged up by the
experience.
Small
group is my
favorite. We play games, we make new
friends, we share our faith, and we study
the Bible. It’s an opportunity for our youth
to spend time with other youth from
around
Virginia
in
Christian
community. We listen to one another, we
care for one another, we accept one

another,
without
judgment.
It’s
precious. This year, our theme verse was the
temptation of Christ from Matthew 4. I
shouldn’t have been surprised, but my 10th
grade small group totally got the
message. It was rewarding to see their
expressions as they made the connections
between the scriptures and their own
experiences.

By Danielle Ownby
Winter Celebration is always a wonderful
experience. I have learned so much about
myself and my faith there, and I have made
some amazing friends because of it. It has
shown me new ways to reflect on the Bible
and my own personal life. The community is
one I feel safe in, and I know I can count on
anyone there during times I may be
struggling. The event has introduced me to
many new opportunities and I will forever be
grateful because of it.

Souper Bowl of Caring

Landscaping Update
We aren’t sitting idly by...plants have been
selected for the bed but before they can be
planted we have to remove the rest of the
tree roots. Due to the snow and rain, it has
been too wet to rent the stump grinder we
nee to do that. As soon as it dries up some,
we will get at taking care of the roots and
contact the nursery to prepare the beds to
plant. If you have any questions, please
contact Gary Galles.

Seeking Nominees: Synod Council,
Churchwide Assembly, & Treasurer
At this year’s VA Synod Assembly (June 8-10,
2018), we will be electing new Synod Council
members, voting members for the ELCA
Churchwide Assembly (August 5-10, 2019 in
Milwaukee, WI), and a new treasurer for the
VA Synod (this position requires a certain set
of skills; however, the person does not need
to live in Salem).
If you are feeling called to run for any of the
following positions, please let Pastor Leslie
know.
· VA Synod Council Class of 2021:
2 Lay
2 Clergy
· VA Synod Council Class of 2020:
1 Clergy Female
· 1 VA Synod Treasurer
· Churchwide Assembly Voting Members:
3 Lay Female
2 Lay Male
2 Clergy Female
1 Clergy Male

Update on the ELCA Youth Gathering
·

·

·

Thank you to all who attended the
Pancake Supper. We raised $1000
towards the Youth Gathering.
We need just under $5000 more! Please
consider donating to help our youth
attend this once in a lifetime
experience.
Fundraiser at Brixx Pizza—March 1st 49pm...see next page for flyer
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donations for the Lisa Marie Justice
Scholarship Fund in memory of Mrs Mary
Broom and Mrs Debbie Richards. Thank you
Mrs Marlene Hubert, Mrs Gayle Graham, and
Mrs Carol Edwards for your continued
support of our wonderful preschool.
In March we will have fire prevention week.
The fire-fighters will come to visit us and they
will bring their truck!!! The children cannot
wait! The four year old children will also visit
the Planetarium.

From the Preschool
Enrollment for the 2018-2019 year is
underway. Register before the end of
March for a discounted rate of $90 which
includes registration and supplies for the
year. You secure your child’s spot in the
class and you also save $15. Please share
this information with your families, friends
and neighbors. Please also remember that
we now accept young twos.

ACTS Spring Course
To Speak in Parables: Proclamation of
the Gospel in the Parable of Jesus
March 10th & April 21st 9am-3:30pm

The basket raffle for the Lisa Marie Justice
Scholarship fund was a great success.
Congratulations to the winners:
· Beer Cooler-Pam Kohan
· Evening out – The Ownbys
· Pampering for Her – The Ownbys
· Rainy day – Meghan Shaffer
· Virginia is for Lovers – The Heffelfingers
· Wine and Cheese – Casey Calkins

Simulcast at St. Mark, Yorktown (3/10) &
Gloria Dei, Hampton (4/21)
For more information visit: www.vasynod.org/
ministries/acts/

The baskets raised $1460 with the Evening
out basket being the most popular (336),
Wine and Cheese (291), Beer cooler (249),
Virginia is for lovers (238), Rainy day (181)
and Pampering for her (165). A big “THANK
YOU!” to everybody who participated. The
scholarship fund is used to grant financial
aid to families in need of assistance so they
would be able to send their little children to
preschool. This would not be possible
without your help. So, on behalf of GLDS,
thank you very much.

Trip to Germany with St. Stephen
Lutheran Church, Williamsburg
Now that the crowds are gone, members
and friends of St. Stephen in Williamsburg are
going to Germany for a nine-day study
tour, June 13-21! "In the Footsteps of Martin
Luther and the Reformation" will visit
Wittenberg, Erfurt, Wartburg Castle and
much more. $3,646 from Richmond. For more
information, visit www.jcbs.org/find_trip/
detail.aspx?tour=JX18/L&d=06-132018&group=10939

In addition, GLDS received very generous
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From the Council
Since we’re hosting a seminary student, we
needed to have a formal sexual
harassment prevention policy. After some
research, a draft policy was written and at
the February Council meeting, we
reviewed, edited, and approved the
policy. If you are interested in reviewing
the policy, it is posted on the Council
bulletin board in the Narthex (hint: sexual
harassment is not tolerated).
We also continued our conversation about
the Reconciling in Christ (RIC) process, a
conversation that started at our strategic
planning retreat last summer. At our
retreat, we worked to identify our strengths
as a congregation and we considered our
core beliefs and values. We’ve challenged
ourselves to better understand what it
means to be a warm and welcoming
congregation, and to believe that every
human being is a beloved child of God.
It’s easy when our congregation looks like
us, talks like us, and enjoys the same kind of
music we do. But what about when they
don’t look like us? What if they dress
differently? What if they sin? Are we still
going to welcome them? Yes! Of course
we will. That’s what the RIC process is
about – a discussion about welcoming
everyone to our Lord’s table. No decisions
have been made, but we will continue the
discussion and education. Please join us in
this conversation.

Additionally, continuing our conversation
from our Council Retreat, we selected
ministry liaisons:
· Worship & Music – David Pritchard
· Evangelism – Leanora Jones
· Fellowship – Kathie Rokitski
· Stewardship – Rick Pabst
· Christian Education – Jacob Evans
· Property – Gary Galles
· Outreach – Juanita Urps
· Youth – Rich Fraenkel
We pray that we may boldly proclaim your
good news by our words and our actions.
We give thanks to the Lord!
May the peace of Christ be with you always!
Rich Fraenkel

Strategic Planning Update:
Reconciling In Christ
Last summer at Grace the congregation
held a strategic planning session and
identified five areas of planning interest:
remodeling the bathrooms and kitchen,
updating the audio-visual system, reaching
out to military in the community, Christian
education involving the public, and
expanding the welcoming community of
Grace by exploring the option of becoming
a designated Reconciling In Christ
congregation.
Reconciling In Christ is an organization an of
laypeople, pastors, and congregations
primarily from the Evangelical Lutheran
Church
in
America
(ELCA)
and
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
Canada (ELCIC), that is working for the full
acceptance and inclusion of people of
all sexual orientations and gender identities
and expressions in the life of the Church.
The Council has been researching the steps
that are required to become an authorized
RIC church, as well as acknowledging the
option of not becoming a certified RIC
church but adopting some of the initiatives
RIC promotes. No decisions have been
made, and will not be made without full

congregational support.
Each step of the RIC process involves
congregational participation, not just
decisions of the Council, and there is no
firm deadline for any steps to be made.
I would encourage each of you to check
out
the
RIC
w e b s i te :
https://
www.reconcilingworks.org/ and contact a
Council member with any questions,
comments, or concerns.
I have requested pamphlets from RIC to be
send to Grace for distribution to
congregational members.
In addition,
there will be monthly information in the
Grace Greeting regarding congregational
exploration of the RIC steps.
Yours In Christ, Kathie Rokitski

“Why I Serve” —By Ed Opperman
We all want our lives to matter in some way.
We all want to be remembered as good
people that in some little way we have
made an impact on our world or
community. I have served in many
capacities throughout my life. My earliest
memories of serving is when I was in grade
school. I would serve by helping other kids
my age learn to read better or as a school
crossing guard. I think most of us have had
those early experiences. That was taught
to most of us as children, we are not alone
and we should look for ways to help others.
Many of us, including me, get caught up
working hard, long hours, making sacrifices
for our families or just trying to excel in our
professional life. Why? More money? More
influence with our peers? While I am not
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saying it is wrong to do those things
sometimes I have to think and ask “Is this
why I am on this earth”. Then the world
around me starts coming into focus. God
has put me into this life that I live to be a
light. My personality, my talents and my skills
are my tools to serve.
So that leads me to “Where can I help
most”. I want to be part of my church
because they provide for the needs of
others. There are many people there like me
that have their own personalities, talents and
skills that far exceed mine. This is where a
difference can be made. When I see how
the church serves the needs of the
community it makes me feel like I am part of
a much larger world. Most of us believe we
will never actually witness a miracle
because “calming a raging sea” or “curing
a Leper of illness” isn’t something you see
every day. But there are other things I call
mini-miracles (don’t laugh). I believe getting
some old men together, having them give
up a Saturday morning once month when
they’d rather be sleeping in or going fishing,
and doing God’s work at his house for many
years is a mini- miracle. Women giving of
their time and talents every week making
“walker bags” to help ease the load for
people that are disabled. They may never
meet one of them. That is an unselfish and
kind mini-miracle. Helping to feed the many
families in our area that may go hungry
without the women and men that make a
Food Bank possible. This truly is a minimiracle to me.
I believe that miracles exist. I have seen
them in my church. I believe my church
family is so special because of their
personalities, talent and skills make them
miracle workers. I serve because I want to
be a part of a mini-miracle that helps others.
I am not good at quoting scripture but I think
this one fits.
1 Peter says, “Each of you should use
whatever gift you have received to serve
others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in
its various forms... so that in all things God
may be praised through Jesus Christ.”

We Pray for Our Friends

Mar 2
Mar 14
Mar 14
Mar 18
Mar 20
Mar 23
Mar 24
Mar 24
Mar 30
Mar 31

Annika Peterson
Mike Ownby
Bethany Solomon
Amy FantaskeyPeterson
Kurt Longsworth
Paul Graham
Jacob Urps
Tracy Ownby
Earl Richards
Mandy Cooper

If you or loved ones are celebrating
significant events, let us rejoice with you &
announce to all in the Grace Greetings.
Please drop a note on the secretary’s desk
in the office to add any birthdays or
anniversaries.

Prayer List
We Pray for Our Members
Jackie Ange
Elaine Babb
Joe Babb
Aimee Barnes
Peggy Barry
Kyleen Calkins
Doc Dougherty
Mildred Enga
Carmen Fraenkel
Gary Galles
Chuck Graham, Jr.
Gayle Graham
The Headings Family
Jan Howell
Pat Jackson

Lenora Jones
Barbara Kilian
Dawn Kilian
Mark Kohan
Shirl Kuykendall
Frankie Lunde
Charlotte Maurer
Kim Moody
Barbara Moran
Earl Richards
Monique Schroeder
RoseMary Sidam
Nancy Springsteen
Susan Stillman
Margaret Van Dyke

Kamani Ames
Bill Babb
Mary Babb
Katherine Barry
Suzanne Bergsten
Dottie Borowski
Johnny Bowell
Richard Bowell
Sarita Bowell
Marty Cabe
Mike Caylor
Tim Carrubba
Herb Dewar
Beverly Dornberger
Ernie Dove
Bonnie Dreyer
Bob Dyer
Carol Edwards
Jamie Evans
Karen Flaherty
Jeff Forman
Heather Franco
Maryanne Gamboa
Bill Galley
Madison Garriott
Meredith Garriott
Jenell Gordon
Eddie Haga
Sherry Hall
Shalah Hammond
Cheryl Hughes
John Johnson
Patricia Jones
Carol Joyce
Donnie Kerr
Rachael Kramm
Adam Kuykendall

Kathy Lapinski
Linda Lesher
Brian Long
Debbie Merrill
Johnny Miles
Laura Miller
Katie Milliner
Jay Mumford
Bill Muse
June Opperman
Samantha Page
Kay Parrish
John Phillips Jr
Stephen Pleli
Adam Portor
Mary Powe
Tommy Reeck
Bill Reed
Angela Richardson
Jim Rose
Jeanlyn Sawyer
Mary Sawyer
Rick Sidam
Roy Simpson
Annette Stamper
Ken Sterling
Janice Stewart
Gini Stoddard
Family of Jerry Titus
Bill Trump
Carl Young Urps
Roy Wilson
Walter Wilson
Amy Wohlbold
Kevin Wohlbold
Victor Zech

All who mourn
The Military & their Families
Our Food Pantry Clients
ELCA Missionaries & Young Adults in Global Mission
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Mar 25

Mar 18

Mar 11

Mar 4

Rich Fraenkel

.com/GraceLutheranChesapeake

11:00am

8:30am

Marlene Hubert

Communion
Assistant

@GraceChesapeake

Counters for March: TBA

Marlene Hubert

Mark Kohan

Betty Keefer

11:00am
Vicar Kellin

Mary ZechWashington

Mark Kohan

Lector

8:30am

David Pritchard

Vicar Kellin

8:30am

11:00am

John Twiddy

Nancy Springsteen

11:00am

8:30am

Assisting Minister

Hubert

Greeters

To sign up to serve in worship, please sign up in the Narthex.
To sign up to help count, please contact Marlene Hubert.

Worship Servers

.com/GraceLutheranCH

-

-

-

Hubert/Chamberlin

-

Ushers

12

Food Pantry
Threaders
Book Ministry
Bible Study
5:30pm GLDS Board
Karate for Christ
7pm Bell Choir

19

Food Pantry
Threaders
Book Ministry
Bible Study
Karate for Christ
7pm Praise Choir
7:30pm Grace Choir

26

11

8:30 Contemporary
9:45 Sunday School
11am Traditional

18

8:30 Contemporary
9:45 Sunday School
11am Traditional

25

8:30 Contemporary
9:45 Sunday School
11am Traditional

Palm Sunday

Food Pantry
Threaders
Book Ministry
Bible Study
Karate for Christ
7pm Bell Choir

Food Pantry
Threaders
Book Ministry
Bible Study
Karate for Christ
7pm Praise Choir
7:30pm Grace Choir

8:30 Contemporary
9:45 Sunday School
11am Traditional

3pm Girl Scouts

5

Mon

4

Sun

12:30pm
Ladies Lunch Out

21

6:30-8pm
Lenten Midweek
Dinner Church

14

6:30-8pm
Lenten Midweek
Dinner Church

7

Wed

6:30pm ASG

27

28

7pm Good
6:30-8pm
Mourning Support Lenten Midweek
Group
Dinner Church

20

13

7pm Council

6

Tue
2

Fri

30

Karate for Christ

23

Karate for Christ

16

Karate for Christ

9

31

24

10am Sister Sisters

17

8am Men’s Group

10

3

Sat

7pm Good Friday
7pm Easter Vigil
7pm Maundy
Worship
Thursday Worship

29

8pm AA

22

8pm AA

15

8pm AA

8

4-9pm Brixx Buxx
Fundraiser
7pm
6pm Karate for
CATECHUMENight
Christ
Out
8pm AA

1

Thu

