June 2021

Greetings”
“Grace

Grace Lutheran Church
521 Providence Road
Chesapeake, Virginia 23325

The Rev. Leslie D. Weber, Pastor
Office (757) 420-4704
Cell (757) 598-3522
PastorLeslie@GraceLutheranChesapeake.org
Sunday Worship (on Zoom) at 9:45am
Log-in information at
www.GraceLutheranChesapeake.org/News--Upcoming-Events
Grace Preschool
Offers Christian Preschool programs for 2, 3, & 4 year-olds
Office (757) 420-4720
www.GracePreschoolChesapeake.weebly.com
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Grace Lutheran Church
A worshipping community of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

June 2021 “Grace Greetings”
Mission Statement:
We are a community of believers in Christ called to be servants to all people.
NOT “Getting Back to Normal”
As we work to finalize plans for hybrid worship (where some people attend in-person and
some log-in to Zoom) and resume in-person Fellowship events, it is tempting to rejoice that
we are “getting back to normal.” I want to caution you against doing such. Instead, I
encourage you to think about it as finding “a new normal.” Over the last 14 or so months,
we have been through a lot (maybe that is an understatement)! Many of us have learned
so much more about technology, sanitation, and vaccine production. Some have relished
the lack of commute, while others have been chomping at the bit to get out the house.
There are some church people that haven’t worshipped with us during this whole time, and
there are old names who we hadn’t seen in a while that now we see weekly on Zoom.
Before we simply cruise into the summer on autopilot, I want us to take some time to reflect:
What have you missed most about church life during COVID-tide?

What have you enjoyed about church life during COVID-tide?
Has there been anything that went away that you wouldn’t miss if it didn't return?
What new thing (or new way of doing something) do you hope will stick around?
These can be rhetorical questions to aid in you in giving thanks for the good, lamenting the
bad, and preparing yourself for what comes next...OR...I invite you to share your answers
with me. The answers to these will help us shape what our “new normal” will be. We do not
necessarily have to do things the way we always have, but we also do not want to the
throw the baby (meaningful, productive things of the past) out with the bath water (less
meaningful, non-productive things of the past).
I also want us to stay focused on what should be at the center of all that we do as we craft
and live into our new normal—love of God and love neighbor. Love of God and neighbor is
central to the Christian life, and so we strive to keep it at the center of all we do. Hopefully
you can see that reflected in all the ministries of Grace, the decisions made by leadership,
the risk mitigation measures put in place, the bathroom addition project, and everything
else that we do. Thank you for your continued partnership in doing God’s work with our
hands and being servants to all people.
God Bless,
Pastor Leslie Weber (she/her/hers)
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person worship, we will continue with Zoom
to round out our hybrid worship experience.
In order to keep everyone as safe as
possible and run smoothly, we need your
help! See the “Greeters & Ushers Training”
announcement on page 4 for more info.
June 1
June 2
June 6
June 7
June 8
June 9
June 10
June 12

June 13
June 14
June 16
June 19
June 20
June 21
June 23
June 27
June 28
June 30

7pm

Mutual Ministry Meeting
(Zoom)
7pm
Bible Study (Zoom)
9:45am Worship (Zoom)
11am
Special Congregational
Meeting (Zoom)
Food Pantry CLOSED
1:30pm Bible Study (Zoom)
5:30pm Preschool Board (Zoom)
7pm
Council Meeting (Zoom)
7pm
Bible Study (Zoom)
7pm
Greeter & Usher Training
8am
Men’s Group
10am
Greeter & Usher Training
10am-4pm VA Synod Assembly
(Online)
4-6pm VA Synod Youth
Assembly (Online)
9:45am Worship
9am-12:45pm Food Pantry
1:30pm Bible Study (Zoom)
7pm
Bible Study (Zoom)
5pm
Bonfire Bash
9:45am Worship
9am-12:45pm Food Pantry
1:30pm Bible Study (Zoom)
7pm
Bible Study (Zoom)
9:45am Worship
9am-12:45pm Food Pantry
1:30pm Bible Study (Zoom)
7pm
Bible Study (Zoom)

Wednesday Bible Study (on Zoom)
Wednesdays at 7pm
To join via the Zoom app on your
smartphone/tablet/computer click the link
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/621600567?
pwd=OHhzWUFIc0FIQit0MjN5c0lEclNtQT09
(Passcode: Grace).
To join via a regular phone, call 646-5588656 and enter the Meeting ID: 621 600 567
and Passcode: 672531.
Sunday Worship (on Zoom)
Sundays at 9:45am
To join via the Zoom app on your
smartphone/tablet/computer click the
link https://us02web.zoom.us/
j / 9 8 4 7 9 4 6 8 9 ?
pwd=dEx0N3FDa055WFNQQTV5UFFyOU
c5QT09 (Passcode: Grace).
To join via a regular phone, call 646-5588656 and enter the Meeting ID: 984 794
689 and Passcode: 546963.
Sunday School classes are on hiatus for
the summer.

Sunday Worship goes HYBRID
We are hard at work preparing to welcome
worshippers back into the sanctuary on
Sunday mornings. We anticipate the COVID
#s, technology, and risk mitigation
measures to be in place in mid/late June.
Stay tuned for more information about inperson protocols. Even when we resume in-

Sign up to serve in worship: https://
docs.google.com/document/
d / 1 M Y F X i Y D Q X v V E s P 8 K8yRgcsBbr9rAMrpllX9yiXSxR4/edit?
usp=sharing
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8656 and enter the Meeting ID: 859 6443
0976 and Passcode: 040561.

Special Congregational Meeting
Sunday, June 6 at 11am
Topic:

Council Meeting (on Zoom)
Tuesday, June 8 at 7pm
To join via the Zoom app on your
smartphone/tablet/computer click the link
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87468766112?
pwd=Z3VnL2RyVkRKdXhXRFFWT2E0ZlcrZz09
(Passcode: Grace).
To join via a regular phone, call 646-5588656 and enter the Meeting ID: 874 6876
6112 and Passcode: 740742.

Handicapped/Family/Genderneutral Bathroom Project

The meeting will take place on Zoom, using the same log-in information as worship:
To join via the Zoom app on your
smartphone/tablet/computer click the
link
https://us02web.zoom.us/
j / 9 8 4 7 9 4 6 8 9 ?
pwd=dEx0N3FDa055WFNQQTV5UFFyOUc
5QT09 (Passcode: Grace).
To join via a regular phone, call 646-5588656 and enter the Meeting ID: 984 794
689 and Passcode: 546963.

Greeters & Ushers Training
Thursday, June 10th at 7pm &
Saturday, June 12th at 10am
In order to keep everyone as safe as
possible and keep things running smoothly,
we need your help! In addition to the
normal worship servers (Lector & Assisting
Minister), we are now also going to need a
tech host, 2 greeters, and 2 ushers for each
worship service.
If you are willing to serve as a greeter and/
or usher, please plan to attend one of the
two training sessions (Thursday, June 10th at
7pm & Saturday, June 12th at 10am). If you
have questions about serving in these roles,
please contact Faith Longsworth & Marlene
Hubert.
If you are willing to serve as a tech host,
please contact Rich Fraenkel.
If you have any questions about serving as
Lector or Assisting Minister, please contact
Pastor Leslie.
You can sign up to serve in any of these
capacities
online
at
https://

Monday Bible Study (on Zoom)
Mondays at 1:30pm
To join via the Zoom app on your
smartphone/tablet/computer click the link
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87547409467?
pwd=Mzl5TFdseFpYU1lpTS95czN4VWl4QT09
(Passcode: Grace).
To join via a regular phone, call 646-5588656 and enter the Meeting ID: 875 4740
9467 and Passcode: 478408.
Preschool Board Meeting (on Zoom)
Monday, June 7 at 5:30pm
To join via the Zoom app on your
smartphone/tablet/computer click the link
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85964430976?
pwd=cEVXNkkva2tLb2NWRUkvalRJQnJlUT09
(Passcode: Grace).
To join via a regular phone, call 646-5584

docs.google.com/document/
d / 1 M Y F X i Y D Q X v V E s P 8 K8yRgcsBbr9rAMrpllX9yiXSxR4/edit?
usp=sharing.
Pastoral Care Visits
Pastor Leslie has resumed in-person
pastoral care and Communion visits. If
you would like her to come for a visit,
please let her know [757-420-4704].

Lawn Care Volunteers Needed
Please sign up to help with lawn care by
clicking the link: https://docs.google.com/
d o c u m e n t / d / 1 e b 2 l n c 7 T A 1 X G W Y c 3P1vgLeNOjeHR89saFw WxbQqPl c/edit?
usp=sharing.
Information about lawn care procedures
can
be
found
here:
https://
docs.google.com/document/
d/1WEX_ujmUW7Yea_ED4ZQOfFGfmlRGWtk
UAQDxXVuw3rA/edit?usp=sharing. If you
have further questions, please contact Fred
Schleede at 512-944-3082 .

Men’s Group
Saturday, June 12 at 8am
Join the men of GLC for potluck breakfast
and work around the church. Please plan to
wear a mask, follow “distant socializing”
guidelines, and practice good hand
hygiene.

In-person Fellowship Event: Bonfire Bash
Saturday, June 19 at 5pm
in the Grace Lutheran Church parking lot
Join us for fellowship, food, fun, and a fire
pit with Smore’s!!!
Bring:
Your own dinner and drinks (NO
alcohol allowed).
· something to sit on (chairs, blankets,
etc.)
· games to share
All items for S’mores will be
provided (fire, chocolate,
marshmallows,
graham
crackers, and sticks)!
·

Donation Made to RMHC of Norfolk
For the last few years, many of you have
collected can tabs and periodically
dropped them off at the church to benefit
our local Ronald McDonald House. The
Ronald McDonald House Charities of
Norfolk no longer collects the tabs, so Pastor
Leslie recently took them to a recycling
center and then donated the money
received to the RMHC of Norfolk. The total
was $40! Thank you to all who collected.
Please note that we will no longer be
collecting can tabs at the church.

Risk mitigation measures will be in place.
If you are interested in helping to plan
monthly Fellowship events, please contact
Faith Longsworth.
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From the Council
Our May Council Meeting was held on May
11th. Our first topic of discussion was about
the COVID numbers in Chesapeake and
how quickly they are going down. When we
had our meeting Chesapeake’s positivity
rate was 6.6%, which is a huge drop from
the previous month. We have decided that
it is time to have the In-person Worship
Protocol Team to gather again to set up the
protocols that we will need in place for
gathering together again in the Sanctuary.
If you are interested in getting involved,
please contact Pastor Leslie.
Another topic of business was the
renovation of the youth room to be the
Fam il y/Handicap/Gender-neutr al
bathroom. Council feels that this is the time
to get started with the work before prices
sky rocket and the church is full of people
and activities. We will have a Special
Congregational Meeting on Sunday, June
6th following the 9:45am worship service
(about 11am). All voting members should
have received the official announcement
via email or mail.
The Fellowship committee did a great job
for Cinco De Mayo. Thank you so much for
all the fun and videos. Our next fellowship
gathering will be the Bonfire Bash. Please
see the announcement on page 4 for more
information.
Our finances are still of concern. Our giving
has been decreasing. As of April we have a
shortfall of over $12,000 in just our giving.
Please continue to support the ministries of
Grace as you are able.

2021 Virginia Synod Assembly (ONLINE)
Saturday, June 12, 2021
All are invited to participate through the
Live Stream on the VA Synod’s YouTube
channel (www.youtube.com/channel/
UCWCoc9PNpde2Tuvqbc6YpEg). If you
have never attended a Synod Assembly,
this is your opportunity to learn about our
shared ministry without ever leaving the
comfort of your living room. Make plans
to be a part of the 2021 Virginia Synod
Online Assembly!

This year’s Assembly will include:
¨ Worship
¨ Keynote presentation by Dr. Mary
J. Streufert (Director, ELCA Women
for Justice)
¨ Elections for:
à Synod Council
à Committee on Discipline
à Churchwide Assembly Voting
Members
¨ Adoption of:
à the Ministry Spending Plan
à the Audit
à Compensation Guidelines
¨ Updates to our Constitution
More information is available at
www.vasynod.org/synod-assembly2021.
Pastor Leslie, Kyleen Calkins, and Casey
Calkins will serve as Grace’s voting
members this year.

God’s peace and blessing,
La Quita Opperman
Council President
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888-841-4835 or you can learn more about
e n C ir c l e
Cou n s el in g
at
h t tp s :/ /
encircleall.org/counseling.

THANK YOU for your generous financial
support of God’s mission!
In April 2021, Grace Lutheran received
$12,688.63 in giving to the General Fund.
Because of your generosity, we were able
to:
· Hold a drive-up hand blessing and
Blessing Bag distribution on Maundy
Thursday.
· Open the sanctuary for Adoration
of the Cross on Good Friday.
· Host the VA Synod’s Triduum
Together on Zoom during Holy
Week.
· Begin streaming Sunday Worship
from the Sanctuary on Easter
Sunday
· Provided food to 54 households
· Make
improvements
to
the
landscaping around the church
building
(to name just a few) with $15,164.81 of
expenses and generous gifts of time and
talent.
If you have any questions, please contact
Council President, La Quita Opperman.

CLASS OF

Many of our graduates were featured in the
May edition of the Grace Greetings
Newsletter, which can be accessed at
www.gracelutheranchesapeake.org/grace
-greetings-2021.html

Hunter Simpkins will be graduating from
Indian River High School in June, and is still
making plans for what comes next.

Counseling Services Available
EnCircle Counselors are here for you!
Formerly Lutheran Family Services of VA, we
have changed our model to adjust to social
distancing and offer telehealth options. The
anxiety of the COVID-19 crisis can bring on
new stresses or can trigger past difficulties.
From the comfort of home, adults and
children can participate in therapy with a
trained counselor. We have IMMEDIATE
AVAILABILITY. Our counselors have varying
hours and specialize in grief and loss,
anxiety, depression, parenting support,
adoption, and coping strategies. If you
would like to schedule an appointment call
7

Eight Pre-K students will “graduate”, ready
for Kindergarten. Proud parents may shed
a tear or two as their “babies” march out to
participate in a short Rising Up Ceremony
on the 16th. The ceremony will include
songs they have learned with Pastor Leslie
as well as the catchy tune “Kindergarten,
Here I come”.

www.GracePreschoolChesapeake.weebly.com

From the Preschool
Our Trike-a-thon to benefit St. Jude
Children’s Research Hospital was a nice
success, raising $538.44!
Each child will receive a very special
memento: a handmade “prayer pillow” to
keep. Thank-you to Sandra Fraenkel, for so
generously creating these colorful little
quilted
pillows
for
all
the
rising
Kindergarteners. Each pillow has a pocket
to hold a prayer. This is the second year
Sandra has made them for us, and she
even sewed ahead for the years to come.
What a sweet tradition that families will
treasure. Thank you Sandra!
A cookie reception will follow the
ceremony, and then families can stay and
enjoy the new playground together.
Entertainment from a Steel Drum musician
playing Disney Classics with a Caribbean
twist and a visit from Kona Ice is planned to
make this day extra special.
Classrooms will be freshly painted and the
floors polished over the summer months.
New equipment, toys, and materials are
supplementing our exciting new Learn Every
Day curriculum, thanks to several grants we
have received. Grace Preschool, a beacon
of light for the community, will be ready to
welcome eager learners in September.
Happy Summertime!

All good things must come to an end, and
so a happy and blessed preschool year
closes for us June 17th. We are grateful to
have had a healthy and safe year together,
thanks to the consistent efforts of parents
and teachers who followed our established
procedures and protocols in regards to
social distancing, hand-washing, sanitation,
and quarantining when necessary. Inperson learning is how preschoolers thrive.
Our teachers did an outstanding job in
providing classroom environments and
lessons that enriched the children’s lives,
and stimulated healthy development
socially,
cognitively,
spiritually,
and
physically. Grace Preschool is a wonderful
place to learn and grow! We truly
appreciate the prayers and unfailing
support of the congregation. Thanks to
Grace Lutheran Church, our preschool
continues its tradition in creating bright
futures.

Roberta Roth
Preschool Director
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That Others May Follow Christ’s Light
The Serving Boldly Award, created by the Virginia Synod Council in October 2020,
is given to a lay leader who embodies and demonstrates a commitment to the
gospel of Jesus Christ in their congregation and/or community. The award will be
given annually, beginning in June 2021. One award may be presented in each of
the five conference partnerships each year.

This year’s recipient from the Coastal Partnership
(Tidewater & Peninsulas Conferences)
is Grace’s very own

Betty Keefer!
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PRAYER LIST
We Pray for Our Members
Elaine Babb
Joe Babb
Suzanne Bergsten
Barbara Campbell
Chuck Graham
Jan Howell
Leonora Jones
Jack Justice

Barbara Kilian
Lori Killian
The McCullough Family

June 5
June 6
June 7
June 8
June 13
June 13
June 14
June 14
June 14
June 15
June 17
June 21
June 22
June 24
June 28
June 30

Charlotte Maurer
Ray Miles
Mike Moody
Rose Mary Sidam
Margaret Van Dyke

We Pray for Our Friends
Bill Babb
Keaton Beery
David Bentley
Randy Bosecker
Richard Bowell
Sarita Bowell
Laura Braugh
Zachary Cox
Ken Fischer
Judy Fischer
Karen Flaherty
Annellise Garriott
Madison Garriott
Meredith Garriott
Jenell Gordon
Patty Graham
Lettie Groshel
Eddie Haga
Mike Hockenberry
Ruby Hockenberry
Brian Hubert
John Johnson
Shelly Karriker
Michael Keaton
Jason Kestner
Murray Leffers Jr

Darrell Lowe
Brenda Matesig
Frank Matesig
Kelly Mentiply
Katie Milliner
Keren Murphy
Nancy Norvell
Karen Opperman
Samantha Page
Stephan Pleli
Karen Polanco
Tommy Reeck
Lori Reeck
Amy Shriner
Rick Sidam
Nick Sims
Vicky Sisson
Larry Sommerfeld
Stephanie Royal
Stanfield
Anita Stephens
Susan Tate
Dianne Van Pelt
Adam
Tyler

June 1
June 3
June 8
June 11
June 15
June 15
June 21
June 27

Mana Masters
Monique Schroeder
Andy Graham
Clara Cloud
Jovie Bennett
Ruth Miles
Beth Cloud
Jane Jennings
Chuck Graham, Jr.
Lil Schleede
Ray Miles
Fred Schleede
Doc Dougherty
Mike Stapleton
Emily Fraenkel
Mike Olson

Stephen & Juanita Urps
Sammy & Lorie Lancaster
Rod & Diana Haberkorn
Mike & Susan Archbell
John & Pam Twiddy
Ray & Ruth Miles
Thomas & Mary Washington
Mike & Peggy Barry

To add/correct any birthdays or
anniversaries. Please email
Secretary@GraceLutheranChesapeake.org

Frontline and Essential Workers
The Military & their Families
Our Food Pantry Clients
ELCA Missionaries
All who mourn
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2

Wed
3

Thu

10

14

21

28

9:45am Worship
9am Food Pantry
(Hybrid?)
1:30pm Bible Study
(Zoom)

27

9:45am Worship
9am Food Pantry
(Hybrid?)
1:30pm Bible Study
(Zoom)

20

9:45am Worship
9am Food Pantry
(Hybrid?)
1:30pm Bible Study
(Zoom)

16

17

23

24

29

7pm Bible Study
(Zoom)

30

630pm American
7pm Bible Study
8pm AA
Sewing Guild
(Zoom)

22

7pm Good
7pm Bible Study
8pm AA
Mourning
(Zoom)

15

25

18

11

12

5

Sat

26

19

9

4

Fri

13

8

7pm Mutual
7pm Bible Study
8pm AA
Ministry (Zoom)
(Zoom)

1

Tue

8am Men’s Group
10am Greeter &
Usher Training
10am-4pm VA
Synod Assembly
(Online)
4-6pm VA Synod
Youth Assembly
(online)

7

Mon

Food Pantry CLOSED
9:45am Worship
(Zoom)
1:30pm Bible Study
11am Special
(Zoom)
Congregational
Meeting (Zoom) 5:30pm Preschool
7pm Council
7pm Bible Study
7pm Greeter &
Board (Zoom)
(Zoom)
(Zoom)
Usher Training
8pm AA
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Sun

