July 2021

Greetings”
“Grace

Grace Lutheran Church
521 Providence Road
Chesapeake, Virginia 23325

The Rev. Leslie D. Weber, Pastor
Office (757) 420-4704
Cell (757) 598-3522
PastorLeslie@GraceLutheranChesapeake.org
Sunday Worship (Hybrid: in-person & online) at 9:45am
Log-in information at
www.GraceLutheranChesapeake.org/News--Upcoming-Events
Grace Preschool
Offers Christian Preschool programs for 2, 3, & 4 year-olds
Office (757) 420-4720
www.GracePreschoolChesapeake.weebly.com
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Grace Lutheran Church
A worshipping community of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

July 2021 “Grace Greetings”
Mission Statement:
We are a community of believers in Christ called to be servants to all people.
Who is welcome at the table?
Since we tweaked the bulletin in preparation for Hybrid Worship, I realized that we never
added back in the statement about Communion when we resumed celebrating the
sacrament in October 2020. In some ways, a lack of any exclusion might lead some people
to assume a wide welcome—an open table. However, the lack of an explicit welcome
could leave others, especially newcomers, feeling excluded.
So as I prepare to add a brief explanation of Holy Communion and explicit invitation
back into our bulletin, I decided to take this opportunity to say a bit more about why we say
what we say.
The official position of our denomination, the ELCA, is that all who are Baptized are
welcome at the table. However, I rarely articulate this caveat because of the powerful
stories I have heard of the table leading people to faith and the font. For a number of years
now, there has been a church-wide discussion about this topic, and it is ongoing.
Traditionally, children take a First Communion Class in preparation to receive for the first
time. However, I try to make it clear during this class that we are not in anyway making
them worthy to receive it. No one, not even our oldest and wisest members can honestly
say they fully understand the sacrament—can you explain the physics of how Jesus present
is in, with, and under the bread and wine?!?! This is why I do not set a minimum age for
participation in the meal. Age appropriate education about Communion is part of our
ongoing Christian walk and lifelong learning, not a once and done achievement.
These are some of the reasons why I say that we practice an open table—that ALL are
welcome. However, as Luther says in the Large Catechism (LC), it is important for all of us to
know “what [we] seek or why [we] come.” Communion is not just a mid-worship snack. We
come because Christ invites us to. We seek to become what we eat—the body of Christ,
connected to our Savior and to one another. The physical practice of eating and drinking
helps us remember Jesus’s death, resurrection, and promise of forgiveness of sins.
Luther goes on to explain in the LC that we do not have to understand it completely for
the sacrament to be such; “for it is not founded on human holiness but on the Word of
God.” It doesn’t matter if “a scoundrel receives or administers the sacrament, it is the true
sacrament (that is, Christ’s body and blood).” That is why “it is appropriately called food of
the soul, for it nourishes and strengthens the new creature.”
So I hope that you can trust each time you partake, that Jesus intended this gift for you,
for the forgiveness of sins, and that it “is given as a daily good and sustenance so that our
faith may be refreshed and strengthened and that it may not succumb in the struggles but
become stronger and stronger.”
Ultimately it is not my table, or even our table, it Christ’s table, where is both host and
meal.
God Bless,
Pastor Leslie Weber (she/her/hers)
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July 1

Pastor Leslie’s Ordination
Anniversary
July 4
9:45am Hybrid Worship
July 5
Food Pantry CLOSED
Office CLOSED
NO Bible Study
July 7
7pm
Bible Study (Zoom)
July 10 8am
Men’s Group
July 11 9:45am Hybrid Worship
July 11-15
Online Power in the Spirit
July 12 9am-12:45pm Food Pantry
1:30pm Bible Study (Zoom)
5:30pm Preschool Board (Zoom)
July 14 7pm
Bible Study (Zoom)
July 18 9:45am Hybrid Worship
July 18-22
At Home VBS
with the VA Synod
July 19 9am-12:45pm Food Pantry
1:30pm Bible Study (Zoom)
7pm
VA Synod Summer Book
Discussion (online)
July 20 7pm
Council Meeting (Zoom)
July 21 7pm
Bible Study (Zoom)
July 25 9:45am Hybrid Worship
July 26 9am-12:45pm Food Pantry
1:30pm Bible Study (Zoom)
July 27 7pm
Mutual Ministry (Zoom)
July 28 7pm
Bible Study (Zoom)

Sunday Worship
Sundays at 9:45am
In-person
· Information about what to expect
and risk-mitigation measures at
www.gracelutheranchesapeake.org
/hybrid-worship.html.
On Zoom
· To join via the Zoom app on your
smartphone/tablet/computer click
the link https://us02web.zoom.us/
j / 9 8 4 7 9 4 6 8 9 ?
pwd=dEx0N3FDa055WFNQQTV5UFFy
OUc5QT09 (Passcode: Grace).
· To join via a regular phone, call 646558-8656 and enter the Meeting ID:
984 794 689 and Passcode: 546963.
Sunday School classes are on hiatus for
the summer.
Sign up to serve in worship: https://
docs.google.com/document/
d / 1 M Y F X i Y D Q X v V E s P 8 K8yRgcsBbr9rAMrpllX9yiXSxR4/edit?
usp=sharing

Pastoral Care Visits
Pastor Leslie has resumed in-person
pastoral care, hospital, and Communion
visits. If you would like her to come for a
visit, please let her know [757-420-4704].
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Join the men of GLC for potluck breakfast
and work around the church. Please plan to
wear a mask, follow “distant socializing”
guidelines, and practice good hand
hygiene.
Playground Playdate
Saturday, July 10 at 8am
While the Men’s Group is working, join
Pastor Leslie & Caleb on the playground for
a morning of fun and fellowship!

Wednesday Bible Study (on Zoom)
Wednesdays at 7pm
On July 7th, we will be begin studying the
book of Ephesians.
· To join via the Zoom app on your
smartphone/tablet/computer click the
link
https://us02web.zoom.us/
j / 6 2 1 6 0 0 5 6 7 ?
pwd=OHhzWUFIc0FIQit0MjN5c0lEclNtQT0
9 (Passcode: Grace).
· To join via a regular phone, call 646-5588656 and enter the Meeting ID: 621 600
567 and Passcode: 672531.
Monday Bible Study (on Zoom)
Mondays at 1:30pm
We are currently reading through the book
of Proverbs.
· To join via the Zoom app on your
smartphone/tablet/computer click the
link
https://us02web.zoom.us/
j / 8 7 5 4 7 4 0 9 4 6 7 ?
pwd=Mzl5TFdseFpYU1lpTS95czN4VWl4QT
09 (Passcode: Grace).
· To join via a regular phone, call 646-5588656 and enter the Meeting ID: 875 4740
9467 and Passcode: 478408.

Online Power in the Spirit: Advent in July
July 11-15, 2021
As our world emerges from over a year of
pandemic life, many are hoping for a return
to “normal.” The task before the Church is
to focus our hopes in the right direction. This
seems like the perfect reason to celebrate
“Advent in July!”
More information and the registration link is
available at www.vasynod.org/power-inthe-spirit/.
Preschool Board Meeting (on Zoom)
Monday, July 12 at 5:30pm
· To join via the Zoom app on your
smartphone/tablet/computer click the
link
https://us02web.zoom.us/
j / 8 5 9 6 4 4 3 0 9 7 6 ?
pwd=cEVXNkkva2tLb2NWRUkvalRJQnJlU
T09 (Passcode: Grace).
· To join via a regular phone, call 646-5588656 and enter the Meeting ID: 859 6443
0976 and Passcode: 040561.

Men’s Group
Saturday, July 10 at 8am
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Council Meeting (on Zoom)
Tuesday, July 20 at 7pm
· To join via the Zoom app on your
smartphone/tablet/computer click the
link
https://us02web.zoom.us/
j / 8 7 4 6 8 7 6 6 1 1 2 ?
pwd=Z3VnL2RyVkRKdXhXRFFWT2E0ZlcrZz0
9 (Passcode: Grace).
· To join via a regular phone, call 646-5588656 and enter the Meeting ID: 874 6876
6112 and Passcode: 740742.

VA Synod River of Life At Home VBS
July 18-22, 2021
Individual families and congregational
groups are invited to join together to travel
down the River of Life with ELCA World
Hunger. Daily emails with videos will be sent
to explore the stories. Congregations may
organize to do group Zooms and/or
distribute craft items. If there is enough
interest, Pastor Colleen Montgomery can
host nightly Zoom sessions for fellowship and
games.
Sign up at https://tinyurl.com/vasynodvbs

Lawn Care Volunteers Needed
· Please sign up to help with lawn care by
clicking
the
link:
https://
docs.google.com/document/
d / 1 e b 2 l n c 7 T A 1 X G W Y c 3 P1vgLeNOjeHR89saFwWxbQqPlc/edit?
usp=sharing.
· Information about lawn care procedures
can
be
found
here:
https://
docs.google.com/document/
d/1WEX_ujmUW7Yea_ED4ZQOfFGfmlRG
WtkUAQDxXVuw3rA/edit?usp=sharing.
· If you have further questions, please
contact Fred Schleede at 512-944-3082 .

VA Synod Summer Book Discussion #2:
“Grace and Gigabytes”
Monday, July 19th at 7pm
Register
at
https://forms.gle/
Ayt5tgdg3sh1c7Ea6
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project and the Growing in Grace (Building)
Fund.
The Bonfire Bash was a blast with fun and
games for the kiddos and adults. As the
evening sun went down it was quite
comfortable outside. Hats off to the
fellowship committee for their great ideas. It
is so nice to have stayed in touch every
month so far this year. July we will take a
hiatus, check the Scoop and August Grace
Greetings for our next fellowship date.
We have had a lot of interest from the
community for our Fall Flea Market. We are
looking for a volunteer to run the churches
flea market for this fall. We have set the
date for October 9th with a rain date for
October 16th. If you are interested, please
contact Pastor Leslie or me for more
information.

From the Council
It has been over a year since we have
gathered in person for worship, it is a great
blessing to see all those that have come to
in person worship. Council will continue to
monitor the numbers and make changes
accordingly. With us being back into the
sanctuary there are many ways to help.
Please volunteer to be a Greeter, Usher,
Lector, or Assistant Minister, you do not
have to be at the sanctuary to volunteer for
some of these positions.
Council wants to give a big SHOUT OUT to
the A/V Committee. You guys have done a
fabulous job. Thanks for all your hard work
and commitment to running the equipment
for our services. If you are interested in
helping to learn to run the equipment for
our services, please contact Rich Fraenkel.
After our Congregational Meeting we
found out that the contractor we thought
we were going to use had changed his
quote to well over the amount we had
approval to spend from the congregation
and it would not start until January. We are
looking to find a contractor that can
convert the youth room into the
Handicapped/Family/Gender
Neutral
bathroom with the funds that have been
approved. We have a couple of
contractors interested in working with us
and can start much sooner than January.
We do have a board outside the youth
room for donations. Please help to make
the thermometer rise for our bathroom

God’s peace and blessing to all,
La Quita Opperman
Council President

THANK YOU for your generous financial
support of God’s mission!
In May 2021, Grace Lutheran received
$15,764.07 in giving to the General Fund.
Because of your generosity, we were able
to:
· Hosted an American Red Cross Blood
Drive
· Held a Cinco de Mayo Fellowship
Event on Zoom
· Resume in-person Pastoral care visits
· Celebrate Pentecost and the gift of
God’s Spirit
· Wrap up another year of Sunday
School classes
(to name just a few) with $17,864.41 of
expenses and generous gifts of time and
talent.
If you have any questions, please contact
Council President, La Quita Opperman.
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day preschool. Prospective families can
schedule a summer tour or inquire for
enrollment information through our website
https://wndr.school/gracepreschool.
Roberta Roth
Preschool Director

www.GracePreschoolChesapeake.weebly.com

From the Preschool
The classrooms are quiet this summer. We
trust the children and their families are
making memories enjoying vacation fun
together. Teachers are surely carefree,
relaxing as they rest up for another school
year to begin right after Labor Day. Batman
and
Spiderman
(the
Gerbils)
are
“vacationing” too, at home with the
Fraenkels! Two of our teachers, Mrs. Terri
Barden and Mrs. Donna Witter, are retiring
after many, many wonderful years of
teaching. They have enriched the lives of
hundreds of little ones through the years.
We pray they will enjoy their retirement
years. We are thankful and blessed that
they shared their skills and their dedication
to excellence in early childhood education
here at Grace.
To be ready for the new school year, all the
classrooms walls are being freshly painted
and the floors will be cleaned and polished
to a nice shine. We have fond memories of
a great 2020-2021 Preschool Year, learning
and playing together despite the impact of
COVID 19 on all our lives. Preschool was a
safe and happy place no matter what! We
truly look forward to bringing back many of
the favorite Grace Preschool Gathering
traditions once social distancing restrictions
are lifted.
A few enrollment spots remain available as
of this writing. Please share with anyone you
know looking for a loving, high quality half

“Kindergarten, here we come!”

Last day of school Chapel for the 2’s

Steel drum play on the last day of school
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PRAYER LIST
We Pray for Our Members
Elaine Babb
Joe Babb
Suzanne Bergsten
The Braa Family
Barbara Campbell
Chuck Graham
Jan Howell
Jane Jennings
Leonora Jones

Jack Justice
Barbara Kilian
Lori Killian
The McCulloughs
Charlotte Maurer
Ray Miles
Mike Moody
Rose Mary Sidam
Margaret Van Dyke

July 2
July 3
July 6
July 7
July 7
July 8
July 11
July 11
July 13
July 13
July 13
July 15
July 20
July 23
July 25
July 31

We Pray for Our Friends
Bill Babb
Keaton Beery
David Bentley
Randy Bosecker
Richard Bowell
Sarita Bowell
Laura Braugh
Ken Fischer
Judy Fischer
Karen Flaherty
Annellise Garriott
Madison Garriott
Meredith Garriott
Jenell Gordon
Patty Graham
Lettie Groshel
Eddie Haga
Mike Hockenberry
Ruby Hockenberry
Brian Hubert
John Johnson
Shelly Karriker
Michael Keaton
Jason Kestner
Murray Leffers Jr

Darrell Lowe
Kelly Mentiply
Katie Milliner
Keren Murphy
Nancy Norvell
Eugene Opperman
Karen Opperman
Samantha Page
Stephan Pleli
Karen Polanco
Tommy Reeck
Lori Reeck
Amy Shriner
Rick Sidam
Nick Sims
Vicky Sisson
Larry Sommerfeld
Stephanie Royal
Stanfield
Anita Stephens
Susan Tate
Dianne Van Pelt
Adam
Tyler

July 3
July 20
July 22
July 24
July 24

Doreen Smith
Autumn Kraft
Emma McGrath
John Twiddy
Kyle Weed
Leonora Jones
Charlotte Maurer
Courtney Weed
Peggy Barry
Marceline Mei Bennett
Bob Masters
Juanita Urps
Jan Howell
Barbara Kilian
Cameron Camp
Scott Kayser

Rick & Viki Fraenkel
Ernie & Gwen Scherman
Christopher & Karina Camp
Bill & Betty Keefer
Mark & Pam Kohan

To add/correct any birthdays or
anniversaries. Please email
Secretary@GraceLutheranChesapeake.org

Frontline and Essential Workers
The Military & their Families
Our Food Pantry Clients
ELCA Missionaries
All who mourn
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Mon

12

19

5:30pm Preschool
Board (Zoom)

20

13

6

Tue

8

8pm AA

1

Thu

15

21

22

7pm Bible Study
8pm AA
(Zoom)

14

7pm Bible Study
8pm AA
(Zoom)
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Wed

26

27

28

29

9:45am Worship
9am Food Pantry
(Hybrid)
1:30pm Bible Study 630pm American
(Zoom)
Sewing Guild
7pm Mutual
7pm Bible Study
8pm AA
Ministry (Zoom)
(Zoom)

25

9:45am Worship
9am Food Pantry
(Hybrid)
1:30pm Bible Study
(Zoom) 7pm Council
(Zoom)
7pm Good
7pm Bible Study
8pm AA
VA Synod’s At-Home
Mourning
(Zoom)
VBS (online)

18

VA Synod’s Power in
the Spirit (online)

9:45am Worship
9am Food Pantry
(Hybrid)
1:30pm Bible Study
(Zoom)

11

Food Pantry CLOSED
9:45am Worship
(Hybrid) Office CLOSED
NO Bible Study
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Sun

30

23

16

9

2

Fri

31

24

17

8am Men’s Group

10

3

Sat

