September 2020

Greetings”
“Grace

Grace Lutheran Church
521 Providence Road
Chesapeake, Virginia 23325

The Reverend Leslie D. Weber, Pastor
Office (757) 420-4704
Cell (757) 598-3522
PastorLeslie@GraceLutheranChesapeake.org
Sunday Worship (via Zoom) at 9:45am
Log-in information at
www.GraceLutheranChesapeake.org/News--Upcoming-Events
Grace Preschool
Offers Christian Preschool programs for 2, 3, & 4 year-olds
Office (757) 420-4720
www.GracePreschoolChesapeake.weebly.com
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Grace Lutheran Church
A worshipping community of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

September 2020 “Grace Greetings”
Mission Statement:
We are a community of believers in Christ called to be servants to all people.
The Communion Question—Celebrate or Abstain?
When we started to hunker down in March, I truly thought that it was going to be just a
couple of weeks and then we would be back worshipping in person together again. As I
finalized those plans, I held out hope that y’all would be able to safely resume worship in
the sanctuary while I was on leave. Obviously we know now that was not the case.
Since I have been back at work and it has become evident that the risk management
measures might need to continue for a couple more months, I have been rehashing the
reasons that our church’s leadership (local, synodical, and national) decided to abstain
from celebrating the Sacrament of Holy Communion as part of online Worship Services.
Without going into all the details—the main concerns were about access and assembly. We
did not want to have communion unless we could ensure that everyone would have safe
access to the elements (bread/wafer and wine/grape juice) and that everyone who
wanted to would be able to be part of the assembly—the gathered body of Christ.
Zoom has allowed us—through the internet and phone-in capabilities—to gather as the
assembly. Our gathering is obviously not exactly the same as it was before, but we have
been able to be the gathered worshipping assembly in a new, yet still authentic way. With
the use of technology, our worship service is at least as accessible as our building (and
therefore in-person worship) ever was. If you are still having trouble or haven’t tried
connecting (via regular phone or the Zoom app on a smartphone/tablet/computer) to
Sunday morning worship and would like help doing so, please let me know.
Now that we have a new understanding of what constitutes “assembly,” the only issue
that remains is access. So we have ordered prefilled communion cups that include the
bread/wafer that people will be able to pick up (or request delivery) ahead of time if they
do not want to provide their own elements at home. You will have your choice of wine or
grape juice, and gluten free wafers will also be available.
All of this is to let you know that we will resume sharing the Eucharist as part of our digital/
online worship on Sunday mornings at 9:45am starting in October. We are giving so much
notice to allow for the word to spread and for final arrangements to be made to ensure (as
much as possible) access and assembly.
This will also give us a chance for us all to “prepare” to resume receiving Communion. In
our tradition, children/youth take a class before taking their First Communion. Since it has
been so long since we have partaken, I will be offering (and encouraging everyone to
participate) in a “Communion Refresher Course” as the Adult Sunday School Class on
Sunday, September 20th & 27th at 8:30am via Zoom. This two week series will serve as a
refresher for some, while being a chance for others to “catch-up” on the Lutheran teaching
around the Lord’s Supper.
Stay tuned to the Scoop (weekly email) in the middle of September and October’s
Grace Greetings for more details about how to pick up the prefilled communion cups
ahead of Sunday, October 4th.

God Bless,
Pastor Leslie Weber
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Sep 20

ALL EVENTS ARE SUBJECT TO DEVELOPMENTS
OF THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC.
PLEASE MONITOR THE WEEKLY
“SCOOP” EMAILS
sign up for our mailing lists at
https://gracelutheranchesapeake.us11.listmanage.com/subscribe?
u=7030ee220c27db2dc50f62fcc&id=d294c4
5ea0, OUR WEBSITE
(www.GraceLutheranChesapeake.org),
AND OUR FACEBOOK PAGE
(www.Facebook.com/
GraceLutheranChesapeakeVA) FOR THE
MOST UP TO DATE INFORMAITON!

Sep 2
Sep 6
Sep 7
Sep 8
Sep 9
Sep 10
Sep 12
Sep 13

Sep 14
Sep 16
Sep 19

Sep 21
Sep 23
Sep 24
Sep 27

Sep 28
Sep 30

8:30am
9:45am
11am
1:30pm
7pm
7pm
8:30am
9:45am
11am
2pm
1:30pm
7pm

Adult Class (Zoom)
Worship (Zoom)
Youth Class (Zoom)
Bible Study (Zoom)
Bible Study (Zoom)
Chat & Pray (Zoom)
Adult Class (Zoom)
Worship (Zoom)
Children’s Class (Zoom)
Confirmation (Zoom)
Bible Study (Zoom)
Bible Study (Zoom)

New Member Orientation (via Zoom)
Wednesday, September 2nd at 5pm
To join via the Zoom app on your
smartphone/tablet/computer click the link
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87018564833?
pwd=WXZUVWZhai9BRDVQT0N6VDIyUGdnQ
T09 (Passcode: Grace).
To join via a regular phone, call 646-5588656 and enter the Meeting ID: 870 1856
4833 and Passcode: 416223.

7pm
Bible Study (Zoom)
9:45am Worship (Zoom)
LABOR DAY
Food Pantry CLOSED
Office CLOSED
FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL
7pm
Council (Zoom)
7pm
Bible Study (Zoom)
7pm
Chat & Pray (Zoom)
8am
Men’s Group
7pm
Zoom Webinar with the
Rev. Lenny Duncan (Zoom)
“God’s work. Our hands.” Sunday
9:45am Worship (Zoom)
11am
Children’s Class (Zoom)
2pm
Confirmation (Zoom)
7pm
VA Synod Tapestry Team
Follow Up Discussion (Zoom)
1:30pm Bible Study (Zoom)
5:30pm Preschool Board (Zoom)
12:30pm Ladies Lunch (Zoom)
7pm
Bible Study (Zoom)
10am
Sister Sisters (Zoom)

Bible Study: Genesis (via Zoom)
Wednesdays at 7pm
To join via the Zoom app on your
smartphone/tablet/computer click the link
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/621600567?
pwd=OHhzWUFIc0FIQit0MjN5c0lEclNtQT09
(Passcode: Grace).
To join via a regular phone, call 646-5588656 and enter the Meeting ID: 621 600 567
and Passcode: 672531.
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Join the men of GLC for potluck breakfast,
fellowship, and work around the church.
Please plan to wear a mask, follow “distant
socializing” guidelines, and practice good
hand hygiene.

Worship (via Zoom)
Sundays at 9:45am
To join via the Zoom app on your
smartphone/tablet/computer click the link
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/984794689?
pwd=dEx0N3FDa055WFNQQTV5UFFyOUc5Q
T09 (Passcode: Grace).
To join via a regular phone, call 646-5588656 and enter the Meeting ID: 984 794 689
and Passcode: 546963.

Zoom Webinar with The Rev. Lenny Duncan
September 12, 2020 at 7 PM
Luther Memorial (Blacksburg) invites you to
attend a Visiting Theologian Zoom Webinar
with The Rev. Lenny Duncan entitled, “What
Now? Discussing the Sin of Racism and
Dismantling Systemic Racism.” This free
webinar includes a moderated Q&A
session, and will take place on Saturday,
September 12 at 7 PM EST. Rev. Duncan is
the author of “Dear Church: A Love Letter
to the Whitest Denomination in America.”
Register for the webinar at: https://vasynodo r g . z o o m . u s / w e b i n a r /
r e g i s t e r / 9 0 1 5 9 7 6 7 5 8 9 6 5 /
WN_1FjloEurTR2QFPDWlDuhYA

Sunday School Classes will utilize the same
Zoom meeting as Sunday morning worship,
so if you sign-in early for worship, you might
catch the end of Adult Sunday School, or if
you sign-in early for Children’s Sunday
School, you might catch the end of worship.

Chat & Pray (via Zoom)
2nd & 4th Thursdays (Sep 10 & 24th) at 7pm
To join via the Zoom app on your
smartphone/tablet/computer click the link
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/585328182?
pwd=Y0FmRWRxN0NoSVFZU0REY1JxMG1UQ
T09 (Passcode: Grace).
To join via a regular phone, call 646-5588656 and enter the Meeting ID: 585 328 182
and Password: 476483.

Tapestry Zoom Discussion: Rev. Lenny
Duncan’s presentation and sermon
Sunday, September 13th at 7 PM
Join the conversation! The Virginia Synod
Tapestry will host a zoom discussion after
Rev. Lenny Duncan presents during a
webinar and worship service sponsored by
Luther Memorial Church in Blacksburg on
Sept. 12th and 13th . All are welcome!
Moderators of the discussion are Dr. Oris
Griffin, Rev. Monica Weber, and Rev. Heidi
David-Young. The link for the discussion will
be
shared
during
Rev.
Duncan’s
presentation. We hope you will join us.

Men’s Group
Saturday, September 12th at 8am
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School, you might catch the end of worship.
To join via the Zoom app on your
smartphone/tablet/computer click the link
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/984794689?
pwd=dEx0N3FDa055WFNQQTV5UFFyOUc5Q
T09 (Passcode: Grace).
To join via a regular phone, call 646-5588656 and enter the Meeting ID: 984 794 689
and Passcode: 546963.

“God’s Work. Our Hands.” Sunday
Sunday, September 13th
• Zoom Worship @ 9:45am with blessing of
a new school year and the welcoming
of new members!
• Register your child for Sunday School by
August 30th, so that we can distribute
“kick-off
kits”
in
time!
https://
docs.google.com/forms/d/
e/1FAIpQLSdmmMqroUtDrxLeKfhJPwsEN
kA_nQc_5fNlbN9lK6RPLtGRHQ/viewform
• At-home service projects—sign up for
projects in advance or get last minutes
ideas at: https://docs.google.com/
d
o
c
u
m
e
n
t
/
d/1HH5J6eGjHLrZ0nyydTpAyYolBbVgl1Lo
0KpQOJ6xNKc/edit?usp=sharing
• Wear your yellow “God’s work. Our
hands.” t-shirt or other church t-shirt for
worship. Take a picture of your wearing
your shirt and email or text to Pastor
Leslie.

Young at Heart Messages
Starting Sunday, September 13th, prerecorded Young at Heart Messages will be
available on our YouTube Channel on
Sunday mornings by 8am. They will be
geared towards younger children, but
anyone is welcome to watch & enjoy!
Subscribe to the “Grace Happens” YouTube
channel at www.youtube.com/channel/
UCXTK3dXcF51ppAlATyniMpg?.
Monday Bible Study (via Zoom)
Mondays (starting Sep 14th) at 1:30pm
To join via the Zoom app on your
smartphone/tablet/computer click the link
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87547409467?
pwd=Mzl5TFdseFpYU1lpTS95czN4VWl4QT09
(Passcode: Grace).
To join via a regular phone, call 646-5588656 and enter the Meeting ID: 875 4740
9467 and Passcode: 478408.
Ladies Lunch In/At Home (via Zoom)
Wednesday, September 16th at 12:30pm
To join via the Zoom app on your
smartphone/tablet/computer click the link
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84086289124?
pwd=ZGg4M1pZQnk2bXI1TE80VzgzMTBwdz0
9 (Passcode: Grace).
To join via a regular phone, call 646-5588656 and enter the Meeting ID: 840 8628
9124 and Passcode: 729551.

Sunday School in September
• Adult Class/Communion “Re-training”—
Sep 20th & 27th @ 8:30am
• Children’s (Elementary & Middle School)
Class—Sep 13th & 27th @ 11am
• Youth (High School) Class—Sep 20th @
11am
Sunday School classes will utilize the same
Zoom meeting as Sunday morning worship,
so if you sign-in early for worship, you might
catch the end of Adult Sunday School, or if
you sign-in early for Children/Youth Sunday
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From the Council
As I write this note, I’m seeing headlines for
Chesapeake’s “highest local rise in COVID19 cases, hospitalizations and deaths.” It’s
apparent the pandemic is not going away
anytime soon, and the topic consumed
much of Council’s discussion. In the end, as
we have been called to love our neighbor
and we are committed to the safety and
well-being of our congregation and our
staff, we decided to continue our digital
worship at least through Reformation
Sunday, October 25th.
Council will
continue to review the situation and adjust
our operations as appropriate.
In spite of the pandemic, there are many
reasons to be excited about our future
ministry together! Zoom worship has been
expanded to simulcast on both Facebook
and YouTube, making our worship
experience available even if you can’t join
us at 9:45 on Sunday morning. Our Food
Pantry reached over 150 neighbors in need
in July. Bible study continues, and planning
is on-going for starting digital Sunday
School. And our financial health is excellent
as we start building our 2021 budget. There
are many ways for each of us to contribute
to the life of our congregation – please
consider serving where you feel called.
Council, the Preschool Board, the nursery,
financial
management,
records
management – all of these areas are in
need of volunteers. Please, contact Pastor
Leslie, any member of Council, member of
the Nominating Committee, or myself if you
are interested in volunteer opportunities.

Sister Sisters: “Having a Mary Heart in a
Martha World” (Chapter 11 & 12) (via Zoom)
Saturday, September 19th at 10am
All the women of the church are welcomed
and are also encouraged to invite a friend.
We hope to see/hear you via Zoom to enjoy
the study and fellowship. If you have any
questions
please
contact
Debbie
Dougherty or Millie Burns.
To join via the Zoom app on your
smartphone/tablet/computer click the link
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83814808224?
pwd=ZUtjK1N3S0tySkFuYjdnNVdHZGNFZz09
(Passcode: Grace).
To join via a regular phone, call 646-5588656 and enter the Meeting ID: 838 1480
8224 and Passcode: 780131.
ELCA World Hunger Online Benefit (via
Zoom)
Thursday, September 24 at 8pm
Rick Steves, guidebook author and travel TV
host; the Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton, presiding
bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Church
in America (ELCA); and the Rev. Shelley
Bryan Wee, bishop of the ELCA Northwest
Washington Synod, invite you to an online
benefit — the first of its kind — for ELCA
World Hunger. Our goal is to raise $250,000
to confront hunger in the time of COVID-19.
Visit
https://community.elca.org/onlineregistration/sept-24-rick-steves-virtual hunger-event?erid=36b4dd8e-5825-4eb7b6bd-cb822863ca30&trid=36b4dd8e-58254eb7-b6bd-cb822863ca30 to register.

May the peace of Christ be with you always!

Rich Fraenkel, Council President
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THANK YOU for your generous financial
support of God’s mission!
In July 2020, Grace Lutheran received
$18,861.42 in giving to the General Fund.
Because of your generosity, we were able
to:
• Reopen the Food Pantry with risk
management measures in place
• Hold Confirmation Classes via Zoom
• Hold Sister Sisters via Zoom
• Continue
to gather for Sunday
Worship, Wednesday Bible Study, and
Chat & Pray via Zoom
• Continue to live into what it means to
be church in the face of a pandemic
(to name just a few) with $17,752.64 of
expenses and generous gifts of time and
talent.
If you have any questions, please contact
Council President, Rich Fraenkel.

www.GracePreschoolChesapeake.weebly.com

From the Preschool
September means “Back to school” and
the joyful sounds of busy children at play,
learning together. We would like to thank
volunteers from the Food Pantry for all their
hard work moving furniture and rugs out of
classrooms (and then back in!) in order for
our floors to be cleaned and buffed. Thank
you also to the Men’s Group for laying the
wonderful pathway of pavers leading from
the back parking lot to the back door of the
Preschool Wing. This new walkway is so
appreciated by staff who enter the building
each morning through the back door. No
more wet and muddy shoes! We thank you!
More gratitude bursting from Preschool Staff
hearts out to the many volunteers who
came in to dust shelves and clean windows
and wipe down little chairs in all our
classrooms prior to the first day of school.
Many hands make light work, so the time
and effort of the volunteers was so
appreciated. Coming in to sparkly clean,
shiny classrooms enabled the teachers to
focus their time on setting up learning
centers, decorating the spaces and
personalizing items for students to welcome
them. We are all reminded by the beautiful
“puzzle” bulletin board, created by Ms.
Gretchen Stoll and Ms. Millie Burns, that we
are all a piece of God’s Plan. Working
together we share God’s love within our
community. Thank you for all the support
Grace Lutheran shows the Preschool as we
strive to fulfill our mission.

Seeking Nominations for 2021 Leadership
The Nominating Committee is seeking
nominees for the following positions:
 Nominating Committee (1 year term)
 Congregational Council (2 year term)
 Congregational Council (3 year term)
 Preschool Board (3 year term)
 VA Synod Assembly Voting Members
If you would like to nominate yourself or
someone else (please make sure they are
willing to serve first), please contact a
member
of
the
2020
Nominating
Committee (Beverly Galles and Hugh “Doc”
Dougherty) or Pastor Leslie.
Elections for all positions will be held during
the Annual Meeting in November.

Roberta Roth, Preschool Director
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Visit link below to watch a short video where Bishop Bob Humphrey and CEO Ray Ratke
share their hope and excitement regarding this big news:
www.youtube.com/watch?v=vYx4l_MiE-U&feature=youtu.be
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Visit link below to watch a video from ELCA Mission Support:
https://vimeo.com/431966991/c907d5220e

DON’T FORGET:
We (as a congregation) pass along 10% of what we are given to the VA Synod, and
the VA Synod then passes along 40% of what they receive from congregations to the ELCA.
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Lesser Festivals & Commemorations


September 2—Nikolai Frederik Severin Grundtvig, bishop, renewer of the church, died
1872—Grundtvig was, with Søren Kierkegaard, one of the two great Danish theologians
of the nineteenth century. As a pastor, he battled the prevalent idea that Christianity
was more a philosophy than divine revelation. He wrote over a thousand hymns.



September 9—Peter Claver, priest, missionary to Colombia, died 1654—Born into Spanish
nobility, Claver became a Jesuit missionary, and served in present-day Colombia. His
ministry was focused on the slaves that arrived there. He gave them food and medicine,
learned their dialects, and taught them Christianity.



September 13—John Chrysostom, Bishop of Constantinople, died 407—John was a priest
in Antioch and an outstanding preacher. His eloquence earned him the nickname
“Chrysostom” (“golden mouth”). Appointed bishop of Constantinople, seat of the
empire, he criticized corruption in the court. As a result, he was exiled by the empress.



September 14—Holy Cross Day—Helena, mother of Constantine, made a pilgrimage to
the Holy Land and found what may be the actual site of Jesus’ crucifixion. Her son built
two churches there, and the dedication of one of them gave rise to this celebration of
our Lord’s victory on the cross.



September 16—Cyprian, Bishop of Carthage, martyr, died around 258—Cyprian served
as a bishop during a time of great persecution of Christians. He insisted on receiving
back those who had left the faith under duress. He also provided medical care during a
severe epidemic.



September 17—Hildegard, Abbess of Bingen, died 1179—A mystic who was widely
influential within the church, Hildegard advised and reproved kings and popes, wrote
poems and hymns, and produced treatises in medicine, theology, and natural history.
She was also a musician and artist.



September 18—Dag Hammarskjöld, renewer of society, died 1961—A Swedish diplomat,
Hammarskjöld served as the second Secretary General of the United Nations until his
death in a plane crash while trying to negotiate peace in present-day Zambia. His
journal, published as Markings, revealed the depth of his Christian faith.



September 21—Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist—Matthew (or Levi) was a tax collector
in Capernaum for the Roman government. Tax collectors were frequently despised for
dishonesty and for assisting the occupiers. Jesus nevertheless showed love for them, and
chose Matthew to be a disciple.



September 29—Michael and All Angels—Michael the archangel, captain of the
heavenly hosts, is remembered on this day along with the other angels and archangels.
The word “angel” means messenger, and in Judaism, Christianity, and Islam, these
beings have a fully spiritual nature and no physical body.



September 30—Jerome, translator, teacher, died 420—Jerome was a biblical scholar and
translator, but rather than translating the original Hebrew and Greek scriptures into
classical Latin, he worked in the commonly-spoken Latin of the day, creating a version
called the Vulgate.
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PRAYER LIST
We Pray for Our Members

Sept 1
Sept 1
Sept 2
Sept 4
Sept 7
Sept 7
Sept 7
Sept 7
Sept 9
Sept 11
Sept 14
Sept 17
Sept 17
Sept 19
Sept 20
Sept 24
Sept 27
Sept 27
Sept 31

Sept 10
Sept 13
Sept 20
Sept 24
Sept 26

Elaine Babb
Joe Babb
Aimee Barnes
Suzanne Bergsten
Beverly Galles
Chuck Graham
Jan Howell
Leonora Jones
Jack Justice
Barbara Kilian

Mike Moody
Pam Twiddy
Rebecca Headings
Pastor Leslie Weber
Debbie Jennings
Danica Pinkoski
Elaine Russell
Yvonne Shepherd
Annabelle Wolfe
Pat Jackson
Nancy Springsteen
Barbara Moran
Margaret Van Dyke
Shelley Simpkins
Pam Kohan
Ed Opperman
Beverly Galles
Roy Russell
Annette Fillmore

Dawn Kilian
Shirley Kuykendall
Charlotte Maurer
Mike Moody
Barbara Moran
Kathie Rokitski
Rose Mary Sidam
Nancy Springsteen
Margaret Van Dyke

We Pray for Our Friends

Mike & Lynne Stapleton
Kris & Amy Peterson
Hugh & Debbie Dougherty
Steve & Nancy Springsteen
Terry & Yvonne Shepherd

If you or loved ones are celebrating
significant events, let us rejoice with you &
announce to all in the Grace Greetings.
Please drop a note on the secretary’s desk
in the office to add any birthdays or
anniversaries.
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Bill Babb
Michael Bates
Irene Beasley
Dave Bentley
Randy Bosecker
Richard Bowell
Sarita Bowell
Vanessa Brower
Belinda Bryant
Jessica Carlton
Lou Chatfield
Jon Cooper
Zachary Cox
Cleo Dickerson
Mary Beth Dodd
Karen Flaherty
Mary Froehlich
Annellise Garriott
Madison Garriott
Meredith Garriott
Jenell Gordon
Patty Graham
Steve Graham
Lettie Groshel
Eddie Haga
Rose Headings
Dave Higgins
Brian Hubert
John Johnson
Michael Keaton
Darlene King
Jessie King
Darlene Kutzfar

Alma Lacey
Andrew Lowe
Darrell Lowe
Maya Masters
Katie Milliner
Karen Opperman
Kevin Overwise
Carol Page
Samantha Page
Kay Parrish
Stephan Pleli
Richard Pollard
Rick Redding
Tommy Reeck
Cathleen Robinson
Lil Schleede
Amy Shriner
Paul Sidam
Rick Sidam
Nick Sims
Karla Smith
Tina Smith
Larry Sommerfeld
Annette Stamper
Stephanie Royal
Stanfield
Ben Swank
Cindy Van Pelt
Dianne Van Pelt
Craig Werner
Adam
Tyler
All who mourn

12

2

Wed
3

Thu

10

14

23

24

28

2pm Confirmation
(Zoom)

8:30am Adult Class 9am Food Pantry
(Zoom)
9:45am Worship
(Zoom) 1:30pm Bible Study
11am Youth Class
(Zoom)
(Zoom)

27
29

7pm Bible Study
(via Zoom)

30

25

26

10am Sister Sisters
(via Zoom)

8am Men’s Group
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September 2020

8:30am Adult Class 9am Food Pantry
(Zoom)
9:45am Worship
1:30pm Bible Study
(Zoom)
(Zoom) 6:30pm American
7pm Bible Study
7pm Chat & Pray
11am Youth Class
Sewing Guild
(via Zoom)
(via Zoom)
(Zoom)
8pm AA

21

22

17

20

12:30pm Ladies
Lunch (via Zoom)

16

7pm Good
7pm Bible Study
Mourning
(via Zoom) 8pm AA
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7pm Tapestry
Discussion (Zoom)

2pm Confirmation
5:30pm Preschool
(Zoom)
Board (via Zoom)

9:45am Worship
9am Food Pantry
(via Zoom)
11am Children’s
1:30pm Bible Study
Class (Zoom)
(Zoom)

18

11

5

Sat

19

9

4

Fri

13

8

8:30pm Tidewater
5pm New Member
8pm AA
Alliance of Orientation (Zoom)
Composers 7pm Bible Study
(Zoom)

1

Tue

7pm Webinar with
the Rev. Lenny
Duncan
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Mon

LABOR DAY
9:45am Worship
(via Zoom) Food Pantry CLOSED
Office CLOSED
7pm Council
7pm Bible Study
7pm Chat & Pray
(Zoom)
(Zoom)
(Zoom)
8pm AA
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Sun

