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+ Gathering + 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
Prelude 
 
Easter Acclamation 

Alleluia! Christ is Risen. 
Christ is Risen Indeed. Alleluia! 

 
Gathering Song          “Once Again” 

Jesus Christ, I think upon Your sacrifice,  
You became nothing, poured out to death. 
Many times I’ve wondered at Your gift of life and I’m in that 
place once again. 
I’m in that place once again. 
 
Refrain: Once again I look upon the cross where You died, 
  I’m humbled by Your mercy and I’m broken inside. 
  Once again I thank You, once again I pour out my life. 
 
Now You are exalted to the highest place,  
King of the heavens where one day I’ll bow. 
But for now, I marvel at this saving grace; I’m full of praise once 
again. 
I’m full of praise once again. 
 
Thank You for the cross, thank You for the cross, thank You for the 
cross, my Friend. 

 
Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
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Kyrie            ELW #157 
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Hymn of Praise          ELW #167 
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Prayer of the Day          p.34 
O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys beyond 
understanding. Pour into our hearts such love for you that, loving 
you above all things, we may obtain your promises, which 
exceed all we can desire; through Jesus Christ, your Son and our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
+ Word + 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 
First Reading            Acts 10:44-48 

 
A reading from Acts. 
 
44While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who 
heard the word. 45The circumcised believers who had come with 
Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been 
poured out even on the Gentiles, 46for they heard them speaking 
in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter said, 47“Can anyone 
withhold the water for baptizing these people who have 
received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 48So he ordered them 
to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him 
to stay for several days. 
 
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God 
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Psalm 98 
 

Let us recite together Psalm 98 as translated in the Evangelical 
Lutheran Worship hymnal: 
 
1Sing a new song to the LORD, who has done marvelous things, 

whose right hand and holy arm have won the victory. 
2O LORD, you have made known your victory, 

you have revealed your righteousness in the sight of the 
nations. 

3You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the 
house of Israel; 

all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God. 
4Shout with joy to the LORD, all you lands; 

lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing. 
5Sing to the LORD with the harp, 

with the harp and the voice of song. 
6With trumpets and the sound of the horn 

shout with joy before the king, the LORD. 
7Let the sea roar, and all that fills it, 

the world and those who dwell therein. 
8Let the rivers clap their hands, 

and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD, who 
comes to judge the earth. 

9The LORD will judge the world with righteousness 
and the peoples with equity. 
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Second Reading             1 John 5:1-6 
 

A reading from First John. 
 
1Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of 
God, and everyone who loves the parent loves the child. 2By this 
we know that we love the children of God, when we love God 
and obey his commandments. 3For the love of God is this, that 
we obey his commandments. And his commandments are not 
burdensome, 4for whatever is born of God conquers the world. 
And this is the victory that conquers the world, our faith. 5Who is 
it that conquers the world but the one who believes that Jesus is 
the Son of God? 
6This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not 
with the water only but with the water and the blood. And the 
Spirit is the one that testifies, for the Spirit is the truth. 
 
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God 
 

Gospel Acclamation (from Now the Feast & Celebration) 
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Gospel Reading             John 15:9-17 
 

The holy gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
[Jesus said:] 9“As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; 
abide in my love. 10If you keep my commandments, you will 
abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments 
and abide in his love. 11I have said these things to you so that my 
joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete. 
12“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have 
loved you. 13No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s 
life for one’s friends. 14You are my friends if you do what I 
command you. 15I do not call you servants any longer, because 
the servant does not know what the master is doing; but I have 
called you friends, because I have made known to you 
everything that I have heard from my Father. 16You did not 
choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear 
fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever 
you ask him in my name. 17I am giving you these commands so 
that you may love one another.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon            The Rev. Leslie D. Weber 
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Song of the Day           ELW#637 
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Nicene Creed                 p.126 
With the whole church, let us confess our faith with the words of 
the Nicene Creed: 
 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth,  
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation  

he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the 
Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly 
human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 
Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the 
third day he rose again in accordance with the 
scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father. He will come again in 
glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 
kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic* and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the 
world to come. Amen. 

* universal 
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Prayers of Intercession 
Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring 
our prayers before God who promises to hear us and answer in 
steadfast love. 

A brief silence. 
Loving God, you call us to be your fruit-bearing church. 
Strengthen the bonds among all Christian churches. Today we 
pray for the Moravian Church, giving thanks for the life and 
witness of Nicolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf, renewer of the church 
and hymnwriter. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Creating God, the earth praises you. The seas roar and the hills 
sing for joy. Fill the earth with your love so that by their song, all 
creatures of land and sea and sky, burrowing and soaring, may 
call us to join with them in praise. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is 
great. 
 
Faithful Savior, you conquer the world not with weapons but with 
undying love. Plant your word in the hearts of the nations’ 
leaders and give them your Spirit, so that the peoples of the 
world may live in peace. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Caring Healer, you forget no one and accompany the lonely. 
Be present with those who are sick or suffering, especially those 
listed on our prayer list and those we name now (pause for 
names to be said aloud or silently). Hear us, O God. Your mercy 
is great. 
 
Gentle Redeemer, all who die in you abide in your presence 
forever. We remember with thanksgiving those who shared your 
love throughout their lives. Keep us united with them in your 
lasting love. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, 
trusting in your never-ending goodness and mercy; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Peace 
 

+Meal+ 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
Offering 
Thank you for supporting the mission of the church as you are able. 

Electronic donations can be made at 
https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/475611. 

Checks can be also be sent to church: 
521 Providence Rd, Chesapeake, VA 23325 

 
Offering Prayer 

Let us pray. 
A brief silence is kept. 

God of love, you call us beloved children and welcome us to 
your table. Receive our lives and the gifts we offer. Abide with us 
and send us in service to a suffering world; for the sake of your 
beloved Child, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

Great Thanksgiving 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Holy, living, and loving God, we praise you for creating the 
heavens and the earth. 
 
We bless you for bringing Noah and his family through the waters 
of the flood, for freeing your people Israel from the bonds of 
slavery, and for sending your Son to be our Redeemer. 
 
We give you thanks for Jesus who, living among us, healed the 
sick, fed the hungry, and with a love stronger than death, gave 
his life for others. 
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In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it 
for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 
for the remembrance of me. 
 
Remembering, therefore, his life-giving death and glorious 
resurrection, we await your promised life for all this dying world. 
 
Breathe your Spirit on us and on this bread and cup: carry us in 
your arms from death to life, that we may live as your chosen 
ones, clothed in the righteousness of Christ. 
 
Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the 
Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and forever. Amen 

 
Lord's Prayer 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught 
us. 
 
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 
now and forever.  
Amen. 
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Communion 
The risen Christ invites us to this table. 
Come, eat, and be satisfied. 
 
Where possible, commune one another saying “the body of 
Christ, given for you” and “the blood of Christ, shed for you.” 

 
Agnus Dei (from Now the Feast & Celebration) 

 
  



Sixth Sunday of Easter Sunday—May 9, 2021—9:45am Worship via Zoom  

14 

Prayer after Communion 
Let us pray. 

A brief silence is kept. 
Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put gladness in our 
hearts. Satisfy the hunger still around us, and send us as joyful 
witnesses, that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

+ Sending + 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
Blessing 

May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and 
to love the risen Lord Jesus. 
 
The God of life, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and 
forever. Amen. 
 

Announcements 
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Sending Song         ELW #836 
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Dismissal 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
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