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Grace Lutheran Church 
521 Providence Road 
Chesapeake, VA 23325 
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https://linktr.ee/gracelutheran 

Grace Lutheran—a community of believers in Christ called to be servants to all people. 
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Grace Lutheran Church 
A worshipping community of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

www.GraceLutheranChesapeake.org 

October 2024 “Grace Greetings” 
Mission Statement: 

We are a community of believers in Christ called to be servants to all people. 

Simul-worship 
 
“Simul-worship” is the new term I have coined to refer to the experiment that Grace and 
Holy Communion Lutheran (Portsmouth) are embarking on together. Starting Sunday, 
September 29th, I will lead worship from Grace three-quarters of the time, like I have been 
since January 2024, but instead of having a supply pastor the other quarter of the time, you 
will see me leading worship from Holy Communion. This means that three-quarters of the 
time those gathered at Holy Communion will watch me leading from Grace and one-
quarter see me in person. Both on site congregations and those who log onto Zoom from 
their homes will constitute our full worshipping community gathered synchronously on Zoom 
each week. 
 
I want to stress: this is an experiment, there will probably be some hiccups along the way, 
we will work diligently to fix them as quickly as possible. So please be gracious. Feedback is 
welcome, but please share it with a big heaping of patience and understanding. 
 
As the world changes, the church changes, and therefore how we do ministry needs to 
change, too. This experiment is an opportunity to test out a different ministry model with this 
unique partnership between Holy Communion and Grace. There are currently no plans to 
combine the congregations. Right now, we are sharing me, some other staff, and worship. 
This partnership gets me back up to full time, which is beneficial for my family’s finances. 
 
Even though I will not be physically present on site at Grace as much as I was in years past, 
rest assured that I remain your pastor and am available if/when you need me. Please feel 
free to reach out via my cell phone or email. I want to know what is going on in your life so 
that I can successfully function as your pastor in the good times and the bad. 
 
The keys to this experiment being successful, is prayer, open communication, patience, and 
a stance that we are stronger together as the body of Christ. I appreciate your 
participation and cooperation! 
 
We are all gifted by God and able to do God’s work with our hands. I appreciate your 
partnership in living Grace’s mission statement—being servants to all people. 
 
God Bless, 
Pastor Leslie Weber 
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Oct 1  10am  Threaders 
Oct 2  6:30pm Potluck 
   7pm  Bible Study (Hybrid) 
Oct 3     Office CLOSED 
Oct 6  9am  Sunday School (Hybrid) 
   10am  Worship (Hybrid) 
   11:30am Fellowship Hour 
   3pm  Blessing of the Animals  

at Holy Communion (Portsmouth) 
Oct 7  9am  Food Pantry 
   1pm  Bible Study (Hybrid) 
   7pm  Bell Choir Rehearsal 
Oct 8  10am  Threaders 
   7pm  Council (Zoom) 
Oct 9  6:30pm Potluck 
   7pm  Bible Study (Hybrid) 
Oct 12 8am  Men’s Group 
Oct 13 9am  Sunday School (Hybrid) 
   10am  Worship (Hybrid) 
   11:30am Craft Group 
Oct 14    Indigenous Peoples Day 
      Food Pantry CLOSED 
      Office CLOSED 
      NO Bible Study 
      NO Bell Choir Rehearsal 
Oct 15 10am  Threaders 
Oct 16 Noon  Ladies Lunch Out 
   6:30pm Potluck 
   7pm  Bible Study (Hybrid) 
Oct 20 9am  Sunday School (Hybrid) 
   10am  Worship (Hybrid) 
   11:30am “Wrap Your Crap” Bingo 
   4-6pm Tidewater Youth Group  

at St Michael (VA Beach) 
Oct 21 9am  Food Pantry 
   1pm  Bible Study (Hybrid) 
   7pm  Bell Choir Rehearsal 
Oct 22 10am  Threaders 
Oct 23 6:30pm Potluck 
   7pm  Bible Study (Hybrid) 
Oct 26 9am  Blood Drive 

Oct 27    Reformation Sunday 
   9am  Sunday School (Hybrid) 
   10am  Worship (Hybrid) 
   2-6pm Trunk or Treat at Holy  

Communion (Portsmouth) 
   4pm  Reformation Concert 
Oct 28 9am  Food Pantry 
   1pm  Bible Study (Hybrid) 
   7pm  Bell Choir Rehearsal 
Oct 29 10am  Threaders 
Oct 30 6:30pm Potluck 
   7pm  Bible Study (Hybrid) 
 

 
Sunday School 
Sundays at 9am 
· The Elementary School Class will be led 

by Joy Baltero and will meet in 
Classroom #1. 

· The Middle & High School Class will be 
led by Rebecca Headings and will meet 
in the Youth Room. 

· The Adult Sunday School Class will be 
led by Rich Fraenkel and will meet in the 
Fellowship Hall and on Zoom. 

 

 
Hybrid Worship 
Sundays at 10am 
Join us on site or online. Zoom log-in 
information is available at 
www.gracelutheranchesapeake.org/news--
upcoming-events. 
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Monday Bible Study (Hybrid) 
Mondays at 1pm 
· Join via your smartphone/tablet/

computer by clicking this link https://
us02web.zoom .us/ j /87081895614?
pwd=KrF2VVmWJh96XPelnoL6XarMIkD9Z
y.1 (Passcode: Grace). 

· Join via phone, by calling 646-558-8656 
and entering the Meeting ID: 870 8189 
5614 and Passcode: 940613. 

·  

 
Bell Choir Rehearsal 
Mondays at 7pm 
If you are interested in getting involved, 
please talk to Morgan. 
 

 
Threaders 
Tuesdays at 10am 
The Threaders meet on Tuesdays at 10am to 
make walker bags for people throughout 
our community. There are jobs for various 
skill levels: sewing machine operator, button 
sewer, iron operator, etc. Questions? 
Contact Jane Jennings or Peggy Barry. 

 
Potluck & Bible Study (Hybrid) 
Wednesdays at 6:30 (Potluck) & 7pm (Study) 
· Join via your smartphone/tablet/

computer by clicking this link https://
u s 0 2 w e b . z o o m . u s / j / 6 2 1 6 0 0 5 6 7 ?
pwd=OHhzWUFIc0FIQit0MjN5c0lEclNtQT0
9 (Passcode: Grace). 

· Join via phone, by calling 646-558-8656 
and entering the Meeting ID: 621 600 567 
and Passcode: 672531. 

 

 
Fellowship Hour 
Sunday, October 6th 
after worship (~11:30am) 
On the first Sunday of each month, we 
gather after worship for a time of fellowship 
in honor of the birthdays and anniversaries 
of that month. We need volunteers to help 
supply refreshments each month, if you are 
able to help, please contact Faith 
Longsworth. 
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Blessing of the Animals 
Sunday, October 6th, 2024, 3pm 
at Holy Communion Lutheran (Portsmouth) 
All friendly, properly restrained, and 
vaccinated pets and owners are welcome! 
You can also simply bring a picture of your 
beloved animal or even a stuffed animal to 
receive a blessing. 
The Girl Scouts will be collecting donations 
for a local animal shelter during the event. 
Your contribution will make a difference in 
the lives of animals in need. 
 

 
Council Meeting (Zoom) 
Tuesday, October 8th at 7pm 
· Join via computer/smartphone/tablet by 

c l i c k i n g  t h i s  l i n k  h t t p s : / /
us02web.zoom .us/ j /87468766112?
pwd=Z3VnL2RyVkRKdXhXRFFWT2E0ZlcrZz0
9 (Passcode: Grace). 

· Join via phone by calling 646-558-8656 
and entering the Meeting ID: 874 6876 
6112 and Passcode: 740742. 

 

 
Men’s Group 
Saturday, October 12th at 8am 
Join the men of GLC for potluck breakfast 
and work around the church. 
 

 
Craft Group 
Sunday, October 13th after worship 
Calling all knitters, stitchers, scrapbookers, 
etc.—let’s get together and work on our 
projects. Bring a bag lunch and meet in the 
Fellowship Hall after worship service. Any 
questions, contact Sandra Fraenkel. 
 

 
Ladies Lunch Out 
Wednesday, October 16th at Noon 
at Forbidden Palace Chinese Bar & Bistro 
(3333 Virginia Beach Blvd #34, 23452) 
Join the ladies of GLC for fellowship & food. 
Please sign up in the Narthex by Sunday, 
October 13th. 
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“Wrap Your Crap” Bingo 
Sunday, October 20th after worship 
Come play Bingo with a twist. Bring a snack 
or dessert to share, your own lunch, and a 
wrapped “prize” (preferably something 
from around your house you are ready to 
get rid of). Bingo will continue until all the 
"gifts" are gone. If you have any questions, 
please see Gretchen Stoll. 
 

 
Tidewater Conference Youth Group 
Sunday, October 20th, 4-6pm 
at St. Michael Lutheran (VA Beach) 
Middle & High School (grades 6-12) are 
invited to gather with other Lutheran youth 
from around Tidewater for a time of 
fellowship, fun, faith, and food. Please talk 
to Pastor Leslie for more information. 
 

 
Blood Drive 
Saturday, October 26th, 9am-1pm 
Book an appointment at https://
www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/drive-
results?zipSponsor=gracelutheran. 
 

 
Winter Coat Drive 
through Sunday, October 27 
Throughout the month of October, we will 
be collecting coats for local schools. Coats 
can be gently used, freshly laundered coats 
OR newly purchased coats. Please call 
Gretchen Stoll to answer any questions you 
may have. 
 

 
Trunk or Treat 
Sunday, October 27th, 2-6pm 
at Holy Communion Lutheran (Portsmouth) 
If you would like to come decorate your 
trunk and hand out candy, please sign up 
here: https://forms.gle/yzKw3a818PPmB1SZ6 
Kids who want to dress up and come trunk 
or treat do NOT need to register. 
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Reformation Concert 
Sunday, October 27th at 4pm 
Gather with ELCA Lutherans from around 
Tidewater to celebrate God’s ongoing 
reforming work with music. Musicians from 
across the conference will be playing. We 
will also dedicate the new (to Grace) baby 
grand piano, which was a gift from 
members at First Lutheran in Norfolk. A 
reception will follow. 
 

 
Ted Van Horn’s Celebration of Life 
Tuesday, October 29th, 6-9pm 
at Back Bay Farmhouse Brewery 
(1805 Kempsville Rd, Virginia Beach) 
Pipes, drums, and merriment requested! 
Come share a drink and a memory in honor 
to Ted. 

 
Fall Flea Market 
Saturday, November 2nd, 8am-2pm 
Brandon Breitsprecher will be coordinating. 
Please sign up to bake and volunteer as 
you are able: https://tinyurl.com/24FallFMV 
Registration for spaces is now open online:  
https://tinyurl.com/24FallFMVendor 
100% of the proceeds we raise from the Flea 
Market will be donated to the Sarah 
M i c h e l l e  P e t e r s o n  F o u n d a t i o n 
(sarahmpetersonfoundation.org). 
 

 
All Saints Sunday 
Sunday, November 3rd 
On All Saints Sunday, we will name those 
loved ones who have died in the last year 
during the prayers of intercession. To have a 
name included, please let Pastor Leslie 
know by Wednesday, Oct 30th. You are 
also encouraged to bring in a photo or 
memento for the Cloud of Witnesses table 
on that day. 
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Annual Meeting’ 
Sunday, November 3rd after worship 
All voting members are encouraged to 
attend. The official meeting notice will be 
coming out soon and will have more 
information. 
 
Seeking Nominees 
The Nominating Committee is currently 
seeking people interested in running for 
various leadership positions. If you are 
interested in possibly serving in any of the 
following ways, please contact Pastor Leslie, 
Kurt Longsworth, Monique Schroeder, 
Marlene Hubert, or Sandra Fraenkel. 

* Nominating Committee (1 year term) 
* Congregational Council (3 year term) 
* Preschool Board (3 year term) 
* Endowment Fund Committee (4 year 

term) 
* Voting Members to the VA Synod 

Assembly, which will be held June 13-
15 (location: TBD). 

 
Lawn Care Volunteers Needed 
We need your help to care for the lawn at 
church! 
· Please sign up to help with lawn care by 

c l i c k i n g  t h e  l i n k : h t t p : / /
tinyurl.com/2024Lawn 

· Information about lawn care procedures 
can be found here: https://tinyurl.com/
lawncareinstructions22. 

· If you have further questions, please 
contact Fred Schleede. 

 
Updates from Council 
Transition from Trustees to Incorporation—
Grace’s Trustees (Ed Opperman & Marlene 
Hubert) have signed the paperwork to 
transfer the property to the corporation. We 
are just waiting for the court to officially 
process the documents and then the 
process should be fully complete. 
Solar Panels—An updated Power Purchase 
Agreement has been signed. This allows the 
Solar company to argue with Dominion and 
try to convince them to switch out the 
transformers that are currently preventing us 
from being able to connect solar to 
Dominions grid. If Dominion refuses to pay to 
make this change, then we will not move 
forward. 
Preschool Liquidation—A team of volunteers 
has been working hard to clear out the 
Preschool contents that we no longer need. 
Soon we will begin reaching out to 
community partners as we seek new ways 
to use the empty rooms. We are still waiting 
to hear back from the IRS regarding the 
Employment Retention Credit that we 
applied for more than a year ago. 
Welcome—We want to welcome our new 
Nursery Attendant, Abigail Messing! We also 
want to welcome our newest member, 
Beverly Enns, who officially joins the 
congregation on Sunday, Sep 29th. 
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United Lutheran Seminary: Kindling Faith 
Event on ELCA Social Teachings 
As our faith informs our day-to-day lives, 
Lutherans recognize that “faith is active in 
love [and] love calls for justice in 
re l at ionsh ips  and s t ructures  of 
society” (ELCA, Social Statement on Church 
in Society, 1991). We also know the church 
is called to be a community that prays, 
deliberates, and acts together when it 
comes to complex social issues. In this 
election year, how might our Lutheran faith 
shape our thinking, acting, and voting on 
major issues? Join us to learn and ponder 
timely social teachings of the ELCA and to 
learn tips for leading discussions in your own 
community.  
· October 8: Earth’s Climate Crisis Study 

Guide Dr. Ryan Cumming, Program 
Director, Theological Ethics, Education, 
and Community Engagement 

THANK YOU for your generous financial 
support of God’s mission! 

In August 2024, Grace Lutheran received 
$16,730.87 in giving to the General Fund. 
Because of your generosity, we were able 
to: 
· Complete “God’s work. Our hands.” 

service projects. 
· Kick off the new program year! 

¨ Sunday School classes began 
¨ Monday Bible Study resumed 
¨ Wednesday Bible Study resumed 

(to name just a few) with $15,550.70 of 
expenses and generous gifts of time and 
talent. 
Year to date (through August 31st), we 
have received $125,755.78 for the 
General Fund and have had $123,124.71 
in expenses from the General Fund. 
The balance of the General Fund (as of 
August 31st) is $49,755.40. 

· October 22: Freed in Christ: Race, 
Ethnicity, and Culture Dr. Richard Perry, 
emeritus faculty, Lutheran School of 
Theology at Chicago 

All sessions will be on Zoom (7-8:30pm). If 
you are interested, please let Pastor Leslie 
k n o w .  M o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a t 
w w w . u n i t e d l u th e r a n s e m i n a r y . e d u /
cal endar/k ind l ing- fa i th -e l ca-soc ia l -
statement-online-via-zoom. 
 

 
World Food Day: Celebrating 50 Years of 
ELCA World Hunger (Zoom webinar) 
Tuesday, October 15th at 8pm 
Join ELCA World Hunger for a celebration of 
World Food Day and the 50th anniversary of 
ELCA World Hunger! This special online 
event will be hosted by the Rev. Amy 
Current, bishop of the Southeastern Iowa 
Synod, and Imran Siddiqui, vice president of 
the ELCA. Tune in to hear firsthand stories 
from partners at ELCA World Hunger 
projects — including Educación Popular en 
Salud (EPES), a community health 
organization in Chile that was founded over 
40 years ago, and more recent starts such 
as Tapestry Farms, a Midwestern urban-farm 
system in the “Quad Cities” of Iowa and 
Illinois. You’ll see the impact of 50 years of 
ELCA World Hunger work and get excited 
and equipped to be part of the next 50 
years! Register online to receive reminders, 
event information, World Food Day 
resources, and the event recording: https://
community.elca.org/world-food-day-2024 
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Not Too Late Book Study (Zoom) 
Wednesdays, October 9, 16, 23 at 7pm 
You’re invited to join the Care for Creation 
Tapestry Thread in reading Not Too Late: 
Changing the Climate Story from Despair to 
Possibility this October. The book strikes a 
balance between defeatism and 
overconfidence, written about by folks who 
genuinely want us to better know what we 
are talking about when we talk about 
climate change. This study will deepen 
participants’ understanding of climate 
change. 
Climate is an issue that touches everything. 
Its study involves history, culture, economics, 
law and justice issues, race and gender 
politics, and so many branches of science. 
There are so many facets to look at, from 
the state of the climate movement, the shift 
to renewable energy, and the policy issues 
being decided at every level of 
government. This book touches on many of 
the topics in timely fashion with information 
that we need now, especially heading into 
the voting booths this November. 
Join us in reading the material and come 
with questions of your own! The discussion 
sessions will be recorded, but will not be 
immediately ready for review the next 
week. The moderators will be Dr. William 
Franz and Sr. Phyllis Cox, Care for Creation 

Tapestry Thread Co-Leaders. Participants 
are responsible for purchasing their own 
book. 
Registration will close on September 26 at 
12 noon. 
NOTE: Grace’s Wednesday Night Bible Study 
will be joining in this study from the 
Fellowship Hall if you would like to gather in 
person with others and participate. 
 

 
All Lutheran Women's Retreat 
“A Cup of Unconditional Love” 
November 7-9, 2024 
at the Hilton Garden Inn in Glen Allen, VA 
More information at https://
sites.google.com/view/alwretreat 
 

 
Lost & Found 
November 22-24, 2024 
Lost and Found is the VA Synod’s annual 
faith-sharing retreat for 7th and 8th graders 
and their adult advisors. The 2024 event will 
take place Friday, November 22nd through 
Sunday, November 24th at Eagle Eyrie 
Conference Center in Lynchburg. 
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If you would like to attend, please talk to 
Pastor Leslie ASAP! The early registration 
discount ends October 28, 2024! You can 
find more information at https://
vasynod.org/event/lost-and-found/. 
 

 
 

To add/correct any birthdays or 
anniversaries. Please email 

Secretary@GraceLutheranChesapeake.org 
 

 

Oct 2  Raegan Lizan 
Oct 3  Sharon Chamberlin 
Oct 6  Rich Fraenkel 
Oct 8  Millie Burns 
Oct 20 Hunter Headings 
Oct 24 David Pritchard 
Oct 26 Ander Solomon 
Oct 26 Ethan Weber 
Oct 29 Kris Peterson 

 

Please contact Pastor Leslie if you are in 
need of a pastoral care, hospital, or 
Communion visit. 

PRAYER LIST 
 

We Pray for Our Members 

 
 

We Pray for Our Friends 

 
 

The Military & their Families 
Our Food Pantry Clients 

ELCA Missionaries & YAGM students 
All who mourn 

 
In a effort to keep the prayer list up to date, 
please update Pastor Leslie monthly 
regarding your friends/family on the list. 

Walt Anderson 
Elaine Babb 
Suzanne Bergsten 
Tom Casey 
The Howell Family 
Grantley Jackson 
Leonora Jones 
Jack Justice 
Betty Keefer 
The Kilian Family 
Charlotte Maurer 

The Moody Family 
Ed Opperman 
David Pritchard 
Monique Schroeder 
Rose Mary Sidam 
The Stillman Family 
Juanita Urps 
Steve Urps 
Thomas Washington 
Beth Woodard 
The Van Horn Family 

Bill Babb 
Alex Beklik 
Richard Bowell 
Sarita Bowell 
Laura Braugh 
Lee Cartwright 
Madison Garriott 
Jenell Gordon 
Lettie Groshel 
Dave Hagginbothom 
Jax Hockenberry 
Ruby Hockenberry 
Brian Hubert 
Chris Jones 
Henry Kappes Jr 
Denise Layden 
Murray Leffers Jr 
Bill Manke 
Bobby Masters 

Nano Masters 
Dr. Sunil Menawat 
Faye Miles 
Patricia Petro 
Stephan Pleli 
Glen Popard 
Kenneth Price 
Tommy Reeck 
Lisa Sanders 
Kathy Sidam 
Ron Simmons 
Rosemary Skinner 
Larry Smith 
Norma Smith 
Joe Stratton 
Karen Stratton 
Samantha Strother 
Tim Theis 
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