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Grace Lutheran—a community of believers in Christ called to be servants to all people.
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race A worshipping community of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

happens www.GracelutheranChesapeake.org

December 2024 “Grace Greetings”

Mission Statement:
We are a community of believers in Christ called to be servants to all people.

What is the Advent Wreath and How is it used in worship?

As Christians, we use symbols to express visually the basic tenets of our faith and as
reminders of the pilgrimage of our life in Christ. Symbols can have heightened meaning for
us when associated with particular seasons of that journey. One such symbol is the Advent
wreath.

The Advent wreath has its roots in the pre-Christian practices of northern Europe. People
sought the return of the sun in the dark time of the year (at the winter solstice) by lighting
candles and fires. As early as the middle Ages, Christians used fire and light to represent
Christ's coming into the world. Using this same symbolism, the Advent wreath developed a
few centuries ago in Germany as a sign of the waiting and hopeful expectation of the
return in glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. The wreath, a circle, came to represent the eternal
victory over death through Jesus Christ. The evergreens were a sign of the faithfulness of
God to God's people, even in death, and the lighted candles were a reminder of the light
of Christ brought into the world.

This symbolism can be just as strong for us today. As is the case with all symbols, they speak
most loudly to remind us of God's promises of life when they are drawn directly out of our
daily experience and environment. One should consider using only natural materials from
God's creation when making an Advent wreath. Evergreens come in many varieties and
may be freated with a flame retardant substance. Branches of holly, laurel, and other
green shrubs, which retain their freshness longer than pine, may also be used. The circular
shape, a symbol of eternal life, is most important. Using an alternative shape, such as a log,
would diminish the meaning of the symbol, which is no longer a circle.

There is no one prescribed color for the candles, although several traditions are current.
Four natural colored candles are always appropriate and symbolize the Light for which we
wait. Four blue candles matches the blue used for the season, a color representing hope.
(see also, “What is the meaning and use of liturgical colorse”) Some assemblies may have
the older tradition of using purple candles, keeping purple as the color for both Advent and
Lent. The practice of using a pink candle on the third Sunday in Advent is no longer
consistent with the current lectionary. This tradition arose when Advent was regarded as a
thoroughly penitential season much like Lent. The third Sunday of Advent was called
“Gaudete Sunday”, from the Latin meaning “Rejoice!” It had its roots in the text from
Philippians 4:4-6, “rejoice in the Lord always...” These readings are still heard in Year C on
Advent Il

Liturgical renewal in the last decades of this century has shifted the focus of these four
weeks to one of hope and expectation of the coming of the Christ. This hope looks forward
not only to celebrating the child in the manger, but even more to Christ’'s coming in glory at
the end of time—a continuation of the eschatological emphasis of the last Sundays after
Pentecost. Candles in rich royal blue are symbolic of this hope. Coincidentally, these two
colors, purple and blue, have long been associated with the same ideas: the symbolic
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colors of royal blood and of longing; the natural colors of the dawn before the sun rises and
the deep shades of midnight.

When determining the size of the Advent wreath, be mindful of your worship space so that
the wreath is appropriate to that space. The wreath is not a primary symbol in the same
way the font, table and ambo (lectern/pulpit) function, but it needs to be of sufficient size
so that it makes a strong statement about the meaning of the season. It may be hung or
placed on a table or stand but it is never put on the altar.

The Advent wreath may be lit before the service when other candles are lighted. It may
also be lit at another point during the Gathering rite. Blessings for the Advent wreath may
be found in Sundays and Seasons. Some assemblies like to accompany the lighting of the
Advent wreath with an appropriate song. Consider using a different stanza of the same
hymn, such as "Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah" each week (Evangelical Lutheran
Worship #240).

The Advent wreath is also appropriate for daily use in home devotions. The making of the
wreath can be a family activity, using materials gathered from the yard or garden.
Resources for use of the Advent wreath in the home, including suggestions for assembling a
wreath, are among those listed below.

This is a reprint of from the ELCA Worship FAQs: https://download.elca.org/ELCA%
20Resource%20Repository/What is the Advent Wreath and how is it used in worship.pdf
Revised January 2013 Copyright © 2013 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.
www.elca.org/worshipfag

Dec 10 10am Threaders
7pm Council (Zoom)

Dec 11 6:30pm Advent Soup Supper
7:15om Holden Evening Prayer

(Hybrid)

Dec 14 8am Men’s Group

Dec 15 9am Sunday School (Hybrid)
10am Worship (Hybrid)

Decl 9am Sunday School (Hybrld) 4-6pm  Tidewater Youth Group
10am  Worship (Hybrid) at Grace (Chesapeake)
11:30am Fellowship Hour Dec 16 9am Food Pantry

Dec 2 9am Food Panftry Tom Bible Study (HYbrld)

Tpm Bible Study (Hybrid) 7pm Bell Choir Rehearsall
/pm Bell Choir Rehearsal Dec 17 10am  Threaders

Dec3 10am  Threaders Dec 18 6:30pm Advent Soup Supper

Dec4  6:30pm  Advent Soup Supper 7:15pm Holden Evening Prayer
7:15pm Holden Evening Prayer (Hybrid)

(Hybrid)  pec 22 9am Sunday School (Hybrid)

Dec 6 Office CLOSED 10am WOI’Ship (HYbrld)

Dec7 Noon Ladies Christmas Lunch 11:30am Hanging of the Greens

Dec8 9am Sunday School (Hybrid) w/ soup & salad lunch
10am — Worship (Hybrid) Dec 23 Food Pantry CLOSED
11:30am Craff Group Ipm  Bible Study (Hybrid)

Dec?9 9am  Food Paniry NO Bell Choir Rehearsal
Tpm Bible Study (Hybrid) Dec 24 10am  Threaders
7pm Bell Choir Rehearsal 4pm Christmas Eve Worship


https://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/What_is_the_Advent_Wreath_and_how_is_it_used_in_worship.pdf
https://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/What_is_the_Advent_Wreath_and_how_is_it_used_in_worship.pdf
http://www.elca.org/worshipfaq

@ HCLC & online)

/pm Christmas Eve Worship
(@ Grace & online)
Dec 25 Office CLOSED
NO Potluck & Bible Study
Dec 26 Office CLOSED
Dec 29 9am Sunday School (Hybrid)
10am  Worship (Hybrid)
Dec 30 Food Pantry CLOSED
NO Bible Study
NO Bell Choir
Dec 31 10am Threaders
Jan 1 Office CLOSED

Advent Calendars

There are Advent Calendars and other
resources from ELCA World Hunger
available in the Narthex. They are also
available online at https://
resources.elca.org/e categories=ELCA-
World-Hunger.
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SUNDAY SC

Sunday School

Sundays at 9am

o The Elementary School Class will be led
by Joy Baltero and will meet in
Classroom #1.

o The Middle & High School Class will be
led by Rebecca Headings and will meet
in the Youth Room.

o The Adult Sunday School Class will be
led by Rich Fraenkel and will meet in the
Fellowship Hall and on Zoom.

rd
WORSHIP

Hybrid Worship

Sundays at 10am

Join us on site or online. Zoom
information is available at
www.gracelutheranchesapeake.org/news--

log-in

upcoming-events.

BIBLE STUD)

DIREE 940 MM

Monday Bible Study (Hybrid)

Mondays at 1pm (except Dec 30th)

Throughout December, we will be using

Sumud’s Advent Pilgrimage in Palestine.

e Join via your computer/smartphone/
tablet by clicking this link https://
usO2web.zoom.us/j/87081895614¢%
pwd=KrF2VVmWJh?6XPelnol6XarMIkD%7

y.1 (Passcode: Grace).

o Join via phone, by calling 646-558-8656
and entering the Meeting ID: 870 8189
5614 and Passcode: 9240613.

Bell Choir Rehearsal

Mondays at 7pm (except Dec 23 & 30)

If you are interested in getting involved,
please talk to Morgan.
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Threaders

Tuesdays at 10am

The Threaders meet on Tuesdays at 10am to
make walker bags for people throughout
our community. There are jobs for various
skill levels: sewing machine operator, button
sewer, iron operator, etc. Questionse
Contact Jane Jennings or Peggy Barry.

Fellowshlp
—Hours _

Fellowship Hour

Sunday, December 1st

On the first Sunday of each month, we
gather after worship (after the Annual
Meeting this month) for a fime of fellowship
in honor of the birthdays and anniversaries
of that month. We need volunteers to help
supply refreshments each month, if you are
able to help, please contact Faith
Longsworth.

Soup Supper & Midweek Worship

Advent Soup Supper & Midweek Worship
Wednesdays (Dec 4, 11, & 18)
6:30pm—Soup Supper (sign up Iin the
Narthex to bring a dish to share)
7:15pm—Holden Evening Prayer (Hybrid)

e Join via vyour smartphone/tablet/
computer by clicking this link https://
usO2web.zoom.us/j/621600567¢%
pwd=0OHhzWUFICOFIQitOM]N5cOIECINtQTO
9 (Passcode: Grace).

« Join via your regular phone, by calling
646-558-8656 and entering the Meeting
ID: 621 600 567 and Passcode: 672531.

,adles C lm.slmas
@ Lunch <

Ladles Chrls’rmas Lunch

Saturday, December 7th at Noon

Be prepared to enjoy a Christmas
Celebration with a potluck lunch, games,
prizes, and music. Wear your 'ugly' holiday
shirt and bring a $5 gift to share. Sign up in
the Narthex to attend, bring a poftluck dish,
and volunteer to help set up and clean up.
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https://us02web.zoom.us/j/621600567?pwd=OHhzWUFIc0FIQit0MjN5c0lEclNtQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/621600567?pwd=OHhzWUFIc0FIQit0MjN5c0lEclNtQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/621600567?pwd=OHhzWUFIc0FIQit0MjN5c0lEclNtQT09

Men'’s Group
Saturday, December 14th at 8am

Join the men of GLC for potluck breakfast

Craft Group
Sunday, December 8th after worship

and work around the church.
Calling all knitters, stitchers, scrapbookers,

£ asgRd
COMMUNITY J&s
etc.—let’'s get together and work on our j
projects. Bring a bag lunch and meet in the BHRISTMAS
Fellowship Hall affer worship service. Any
questions, contact Sandra Fraenkel. MARKET

-
councll SATURDAY, DEC 14TH, 1-5PM
W M t' HOLY COMMUNION LUTHERAN CHURCH
h e e I n 6220 PORTSMOUTH BLVD, PORTSMOUTH, VA 23701
appens WWW.HCPORT.COM
Council Meeting (Zoom)

Tuesday, December 10th at 7pm
e Join via computer/smartphone/tablet by

HOT
(0c

HCLC's Community Christmas Market
Saturday, December 14th, 1-5pm

C . . ) Ways to support/get involved:

clicking this link https:// ; .

UsO2web.zoom.us/j/874687661122 ° Register as a gift or food vendor by

owd=73VnL2RyVkRKIXhXRFFWT2EOZICrZz0 emailing hcleporsmouth@gmail.com.

9 (Passcode: Grace). o Volunteer T.o help out dprlng the event
. Join via phone by calling 646-558-8656 by contacting Pastor Leslie. o

and entering the Meeting ID: 874 6876 ° DO”F”e Wrapping supplies. There is a big

6112 and Passcode: 740742. box in Pastor’s office.

« Come shop and invite others too as welll


https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87468766112?pwd=Z3VnL2RyVkRKdXhXRFFWT2E0ZlcrZz09
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TIDEWATER CONFERENCE MIDDLE & HIGH SCHOOL

YOUTH GROUP

3rd Sunday of the month
4-6pm

Tidewater Conference Youth Group

Sunday, December 15th, 4-6pm

at Grace Lutheran (Chesapeake)

Middle & High School (grades 6-12) are
invited to gather with other Lutheran youth
from around Tidewater for a time of
fellowship, fun, faith, and food. Please talk
to Pastor Leslie for more information.

Hanging of the Greens
Sunday, December 22nd after worship
Please stay to help decorate the church for
Christmas—many hands make light work!
We will fuel our work with a simple lunch.
Please, consider signing up (in the Narthex)
to bring a soup, salad, bread, or dessert to
share.

HOLIDAY CLOSURES

Monday, December 23

0 Food Pantry CLOSED

0 NO Bell Choir
Wednesday, December 25

0 Office CLOSED

0 NO Potluck & Bible Study
Monday, December 30

0 Food Pantry CLOSED

0 NO Bible Study

0 NO Bell Choir
Wednesday, January 1

0 Office CLOSED

0 NO Potluck or Bible Study

f\
\\H,O

* Dec 24th at 4pm—
Christmas Eve Worship
(@ HCLC, Portsmouth)

* Dec 24th at 7zpm—
Christmas Eve Worship
(Hybrid @ GLC, Chesapeake)

* Dec 29th at 10am—
Service of Lessons & Carols
(Hybrid @ CLC, Chesapeake)

We will use the same Zoom information
as Sunday Morning Worship for all of
these worship services.




Celebnation

Ministr Y
Sunday
December 29th
after worship
Join us to say farewell
to Jody and thank her

for her years of service
at Grace Lutheran.

Celebration of Jody's Ministry

Sunday, December 29th after worship

As a result of a strategic staffing change
that we are making in 2025, Jody's last day
working at Grace will be December 31,
2024. Jody has served at Grace in a variety
of capacities for many years. Please join us
to say farewell and thank her for her years
of servicel

Volunteers are needed to provide finger
foods, to set up, to help serve, and to clean
up. Please contact Pastor Leslie if you are
interested in helping.

The Last Day to Give on Record in 2024

is Sunday, December 2%9th at 11am. All
donations received after that time will not
be deposited until after the new year and
will be recorded on vyour 2025 giving
statement.

Begin or Update Electronic Giving for 2025
You can sign up to financially support to the
ministries of Grace electronically (once or
recurring) via Tithelly (https://qive.tithe.ly/?
formld=622d08be-6865-11ee-90fc-
1260ab546d11). Use the same link and sign
into your account to update the amount
and/or frequency of your contributions for
2025.

Grace Food Pantry

Ho

Food

Bas

Holiday Food Baskets
The Food Pantry is sfill collecting donations
for Holiday Food Baskets. Here is the list of
suggested items:
« Stuffing
e Can of corn
e Can of green beans
e Brownie mix
o Bisquick
o« Gravy
o Breakfast cereal
e Canof Yams
« Cans of soup
e Mac-n-Cheese
e Instant potatoes
Any food items are appreciated.
Please NO Glass jars.
We will be collecting these items through
the first part of December. Please place
items in the grocery cart in the Narthex. Any
questions, contact Rodney Haberkorn

THANK YOU Norfolk Highlands Primary for
their generous donations to the Food Pantry!
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2024 Congregational Council
)

Beth Woodard
Secretary

Brandon Breitsprecher
Vice President

David Cooper
President

Fred Schleede

Bob Masters

-
Faith Longsworth

Updates from Council

Greetings from Grace’s Church Council! Fall
is in full swing and so was the Fall Flea
Market! The Flea Market brought in $1729,
which will go to the Sarah Michelle Peterson
Foundation. A big thank you to everyone
involved with making the Flea Market @
success—those who coordinated, setup,
shopped, cooked, served, organized,
priced, sold, directed, greeted, donated
items, baked, and cleaned up!

The solar panel project is in a waiting stage
right now for the evaluation from Dominion
to come back.

We just had our Annual Congregational
Meeting and will be welcoming new
member to Council in January: Rebecca
Headings, Beverly Enns, and Toni Cormack.
We very much look forward to these
additions to Council and congratulate
them and everyone else elected to
leadership roles.

As you may have seen on Sunday,
November 10th, Pastor led worship from
Holy Communion (Portsmouth); there have
been improvements to the sound and video
from the first fime, but it is still a work in
progress. Thank you for the patience and
enthusiasm shown for this new way of

worshiping together.

The Council has decided to make a
strategic shift in the make up of the church
staff. Starting in January 2025, we will move
from a receptionist/traditional secretary to
having a communications director. The
times have changed and the needs of the
church have expanded past the traditional
secretary role. With that being said Jody’s
contract will not be renewed for 2025. We
are all very grateful for her years of service
to our congregation and wish to invite
everyone to a celebration of ministry after
worship on Sunday, December 291, Jody's
last day in the office will be December 31st.
We hope to be able to hire a
Communications Director who has the
advanced skills with technology and social
media that we need for our next phase of
ministry to start in January or shortly after.

As always if anyone has any questions or
concerns, please reach out to anyone on
Council!

Peace,
David Cooper
2024 Council President

THANK YOU for your generous financial
support of God’s mission!

In  October 2024, GCrace Lutheran
received $11,708.85 in giving to the
General Fund. Because of your
generosity, we were able to:
o Hosted a Red Cross Blood Drive
o« Collected coats and hats for local

schools
e Improved simul-worship  with

Communion Lutheran (Portsmouth)
(to name just a few) with $13,653.12 of
expenses and generous gifts of time and
talent.
Year to date (through October 31st), we
have received $150,270.02 for the
General Fund and have had $152,767.97
in expenses from the General Fund.
The balance of the General Fund (as of
October 31st) is $44,671.38

Holy
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Winter Celebration

January 24-264, 2025

Winter Celebration is a gathering of Virginia
Synod 9th through 12th graders and their
adult advisors for Large Group and Small
Group experiences with lots of worship,
singing, and faith sharing. There is also a big
chunk of free time on Saturday when we
have our “Open Mic / Talent Show” and
time late in the evening to relax and talk
with the other youth and adults from your
congregation. The early registration
discount deadline of December 16. If you
are interested in attending, please talk to
Pastor Leslie ASAP!

o
o

MIDWINTER

Midwinter Power in the Spirit

February 3-5, 2025, 5:30-7:30pm

Midwinter Power in the Spirit is a three-day
online event. We will gather to hear from
keynote speakers and participate in
workshops and worship. This year's event will
take place on Zoom from February 3 to 5,
2025, from 5:30 to 7:30. There is no cost to
participate but you do need to register to
receive the Zoom link. More information at
https://vasynod.org/power-in-the-spirit/.
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Shop ELCA Good Gifts this Christmas for more than 60 different
gifts that grow the church, fight hunger and transform lives.

ELCA.org/goodgifts
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Go tail it on
the mountain.

Shop ELCA Good Gifts this Christmas for 50 gifts that
grow the church, fight hunger and transform lives.
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HarpPY
BIRT DAY!

We Pray for Our Members

Walt Anderson

Charlotte Maurer

Elaine Babb The Moody Family
Suzanne Bergsten Ed Opperman
Dec 2  Susan Stilman Tom Casey David Pritchard
Dec 5 Beverly Enns Doc Dougherty Monique Schroeder
Dec 6 Tara Moeller Carmen Fraenkel Rose Mary Sidam
Dec8 Gayle Graham The Howell Family The Stillman Family
Dec9 Kyleen Calkins Granftley Jackson Juanita Urps
Dec9 Susan Graham Leonora Jones Steve Urps
Dec 13 Olivia Grace Cooper Jack Justice Thomas Washington
Dec 17 Rodney Haberkorn Betty Keefer Beth Woodard
Dec 29 Marlene Hubert The Kilian Family The Van Horn Family
Dec 29 Mason Weed
Dec 30 Jordan Bennett .
Dec 31 Carmen Fraenkel We Pray for Our Friends
Bill Babb Bobby Masters
Alex Beklik Nano Masters
s A Richard Bowell Dr. Sunil Menawat
\“ A i P P. ¥ Sarita Bowell Faye Miles
3*%\ ’.. Laura Braugh Patricia Petro
E'ReAR' Lee Cartwright Stephan Pleli
AN NI 3V,/E ‘R's kA\R&;;Y Ann Dietrich Glen Popard

Madison Garriott
Walt Garwood

Kenneth Price
Tommy Reeck

Dec 5 Mark & Suzanne Bergsten )

Dec 11 David & Jennifer Cooper Jenell Gordon Lisa Sanders

Dec 19 Rey & Rachel Lizan Lettie Groshel Ko’rhy Sidam

Dec 28 David & Quina Pritchard Dave Hagginbothom Ron Simmons
Dec 30 Casey & Kyleen Calkins Jax Hockenberry Rosemary Skinner

To add/correct any birthdays or
anniversaries. Please email

Secretary@GracelLutheranChesapeake.org

Ruby Hockenberry
Brian Hubert

Chris Jones

Henry Kappes Jr
Denise Layden
Murray Leffers Jr
Bill Manke

Larry Smith

Norma Smith

Joe Stratton

Karen Stratton
Samantha Strother
Tim Theis

Robb Zielezinski

The Military & their Families
Our Food Pantry Clients
ELCA Missionaries & YAGM students
All who mourn

PASTORAL CARE
Please contact Pastor Leslie if you are in

need of a pastoral care, hospital, or
Communion visit.

In a effort to keep the prayer list up to date,
please update Pastor Leslie monthly
regarding your friends/family on the list.
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