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521 Providence Road 
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https://linktr.ee/gracelutheran 

Grace Lutheran—a community of believers in Christ called to be servants to all people. 

https://linktr.ee/gracelutheran
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Grace Lutheran Church 
A worshipping community of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

www.GraceLutheranChesapeake.org 

December 2025 “Grace Greetings” 

Mission Statement: 

We are a community of believers in Christ called to be servants to all people. 

Advent Colors: History and Meaning 

Advent means “coming” in Latin. In Greek, it is translated from parousia, commonly used in 

reference to the Second Coming of the Messiah. It is a season of preparation, to prepare 

the way of the Lord. 
 

What is Advent? 

Advent is the beginning of the Church Year for most churches in Western tradition.  It begins 

on the fourth Sunday before Christmas Day, which is the Sunday nearest November 30th, 

and ends on Christmas Eve, December 24th. The focus of the entire season is the 

celebration of the birth of Jesus the Christ in his First Advent, and the anticipation of the 

return of Christ the King in his Second Advent. 
 

Advent Colors 

The traditions of Advent include the color of dark “royal” purple or Sarum blue (from 

the Medieval Sarum rite). Both symbolize preparation, penitence and royalty to welcome 

the new King. The purple of Advent is also the color of suffering used during Lent and Holy 

Week. This points to an important connection between Jesus’ birth and death. 

The nativity, the Incarnation, cannot be separated from the crucifixion. The purpose of 

Jesus’ coming into the world, of the “Word made flesh” and dwelling among us, is to reveal 

God and His grace to the world through Jesus’ life and teaching, but also through his 

suffering, death, and resurrection. To reflect this emphasis, originally Advent was a time of 

penitence and fasting, much as the Season of Lent and so shared the color of Lent. 
 

Blue for Advent 

In recent times, however, Advent has undergone a shift in emphasis, reflected in a change 

of colors used in many churches.  Many Protestant churches now use blue to distinguish the 

Season of Advent from Lent. Royal Blue is sometimes used as a symbol of royalty. 

Some churches use Bright Blue to symbolize the night sky, the anticipation of the impending 

announcement of the King’s coming, or to symbolize the waters of Genesis 1, the beginning 

of a new creation. Some churches, including some Catholic churches, use blue violet 

(Sarum blue) to preserve the traditional use of purple while providing a visual distinction 

between the purple or red violet of Lent. 
 

What About Red and Green? 

Red and Green are more secular colors of Christmas. They derive from older European 

practices of using evergreens and holly to symbolize ongoing life and hope that Christ’s 

birth brings into a cold world. Although red and green are often used as part of the church 

decorations, they are never used as liturgical colors during Advent since those colors have 

other uses in other parts of the church year. 

  

Written by Sharon Ely Pearson for buildfaith.org 

Full article and author information is available at https://buildfaith.org/the-colors-of-advent/ 

http://www.gracelutheranchesapeake.com/
https://buildfaith.org/the-colors-of-advent/
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Dec 1  9am  Food Pantry 

   1pm  Bible Study (Hybrid) 

   7pm  Bell Choir Rehearsal 

Dec 3  6:30pm Soup Supper 

   7:15pm Holden Evening Prayer 

(Hybrid) 

Dec 4  Noon  Soup & Study @ HCLC 

Dec 7  9am  Sunday School 

   10am  Worship (Hybrid) 

   11:30am Fellowship Hour 

   4-6pm Messy Church @ HCLC 

Dec 8  9am  Food Pantry 

   1pm  Bible Study (Hybrid) 

   7pm  Bell Choir Rehearsal 

Dec 10 6:30pm Soup Supper 

   7:15pm Holden Evening Prayer 

(Hybrid) 

Dec 11 Noon  Soup & Study @ HCLC 

Dec 13 8am  Men’s Group 

   Noon  Ladies Christmas Lunch 

Dec 14 9am  Sunday School 

   10am  Worship (Hybrid) 

   11:30am Craft Group 

   Noon  Council Meeting (Hybrid) 

Dec 15 9am  Food Pantry 

   1pm  Bible Study (Hybrid) 

   7pm  Bell Choir Rehearsal 

Dec 17 6:30pm Soup Supper 

   7:15pm Holden Evening Prayer 

(Hybrid) 

Dec 18 Noon  Soup & Study @ HCLC 

Dec 21 9am  Sunday School 

   10am  Worship (Hybrid) 

Dec 22    Food Pantry CLOSED 

      NO Bible Study 

   7pm  Bell Choir Rehearsal 

Dec 24 4pm  Christmas Eve Worship @  

HCLC 

   7pm  Christmas Eve Worship @  

GLC and on  Zoom 

Dec 28 9am  Sunday School 

   10am  Worship (Hybrid) 

Dec 29    Food Pantry CLOSED 

      NO Bible Study 

   7pm  Bell Choir Rehearsal 

 

Advent Calendars 

There are Advent Calendars and other 

resources from ELCA World Hunger 

available in the Narthex. They are also 

a v a i l a b l e  o n l i n e  a t  h t t p s : / /

resources.elca.org/elca-world-hunger/elca-

world-hunger-advent-calendar-2025/. 

 

 
Sunday School 

Sundays at 9am 

• The Elementary School Class meets in 
Classroom #1. 

• The Middle & High School Class meets in 

the Youth Room. 

• The Adult Sunday School Class meets in 

the Fellowship Hall and on Zoom. 
 

https://resources.elca.org/elca-world-hunger/elca-world-hunger-advent-calendar-2025/
https://resources.elca.org/elca-world-hunger/elca-world-hunger-advent-calendar-2025/
https://resources.elca.org/elca-world-hunger/elca-world-hunger-advent-calendar-2025/
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Hybrid Worship 

Sundays at 10am 

Join us on site or online. Zoom log-in 

information is available at 

www.gracelutheranchesapeake.org/news--

upcoming-events. 

 

 
Monday Bible Study (Hybrid) 

Mondays at 1pm (except Dec 22 & 29) 

• Join via your computer/smartphone/

tablet  by clicking this link https://

us02web.zoom .us/ j /87081895614?

pwd=KrF2VVmWJh96XPelnoL6XarMIkD9Z

y.1 (Passcode: Grace). 

• Join via phone, by calling 646-558-8656 

and entering the Meeting ID: 870 8189 

5614 and Passcode: 940613. 

 

 
Bell Choir Rehearsal 

Mondays at 7pm 

Let’s worship, serve, and make a joyful noise 

together! For more information and to get 

involved, contact our Minister of Music, 

Morgan. 

 
Holiday Food Baskets 

Grace’s Food Pantry will continue to 

distribute Holiday Food Baskets in 

December, so keep the donations coming! 

Here is a list of suggested items: 

• Stuffing 

• Can of corn 

• Can of green beans 

• Brownie mix 

• Bisquick 

• Gravy 

• Breakfast cereal 

• Can of Yams 

• Cans of soup 

• Mac-n-Cheese 

• Instant potatoes 

Any food items are appreciated. 
Please NO Glass jars. 

Please place items in the grocery cart in the 

Narthex. Any questions, contact Rodney 

Haberkorn. 

 

 
Advent Midweek Gatherings @ GLC 

Wednesdays (Dec 3, 10, & 17) 

6:30pm (Soup Supper) 

& 7:15pm (Holden Evening Prayer) 

Sign up in the Narthex to bring something 

for the Soup Supper. 

• Join via your computer/smartphone/

http://www.gracelutheranchesapeake.org/news--upcoming-events
http://www.gracelutheranchesapeake.org/news--upcoming-events
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87081895614?pwd=KrF2VVmWJh96XPelnoL6XarMIkD9Zy.1
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87081895614?pwd=KrF2VVmWJh96XPelnoL6XarMIkD9Zy.1
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87081895614?pwd=KrF2VVmWJh96XPelnoL6XarMIkD9Zy.1
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87081895614?pwd=KrF2VVmWJh96XPelnoL6XarMIkD9Zy.1
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tablet by clicking this link https://

u s . 0 2 w e b . z o o m . u s / j / 6 2 1 6 0 0 5 6 7 ?

pwd=OHhzWUFlc0FlQit0MjN5c0lEclNtQT0

9 (Passcode: Grace). 

• Join via phone, by calling 646-558-8656 

and entering the Meeting ID: 621 600 567 

and Passcode: 672531. 

 

 
Advent Soup & Study @HCLC (Portsmouth) 

Thursdays (Dec 4, 11, & 18) at Noon 

Join us for a simple lunch (soup, salad, and 

bread) and Bible Study each Thursday in 

Advent. 

 

 
Fellowship Hour 

Sunday, December 7 after worship 

Join us as we celebrate our October, 

November and December birthdays and 

anniversaries! If you are able to help setup, 

cleanup, or provide refreshments, please 

contact Faith Longsworth. 

 

 
Messy Church 

Sunday, December 7, 4-6pm 

At Holy Communion Lutheran Church 

(6220 Portsmouth Blvd, Portsmouth, 23701) 

Messy Church is a way of being church for 

all-ages to join in experiencing fun and faith 

formative activities. Based on the values of 

all-ages together, celebration, creativity, 

hospitality, and centering ourselves in Christ 

Dinner will be served. Please register at 

www.hcport.com/messychurch. 

 

 
Men’s Group 

Saturday, December 13 at 8am 

Join the men of GLC for potluck breakfast 

and work around the church. 

 

https://www.hcport.com/messychurch
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Ladies Christmas Lunch 

Saturday, December 13 at Noon 

Ladies, come joy us for our annual 

Christmas Celebration with a potluck lunch. 

Please sign up in the Narthex by Sunday, 

December 7th.  

• Wear your 'ugly' holiday shirt or sweater. 

• Bring a dish to share. 

• Bring a $10 wrapped gift. 

Volunteers are needed to help set up and 

clean up. Contact Faith Longsworth or Toni 

Cormack for more information. 

 

 
Craft Group 

Sunday, December 14 after worship 

Calling all knitters, stitchers, scrapbookers, 

etc.—let’s get together and work on our 

projects. Bring a bag lunch and meet in the 

Fellowship Hall after worship service. Any 

questions, contact Sandra Fraenkel. 

 

 
Council Meeting (Hybrid) 

Sunday, December 14 after worship 

• Join via computer/smartphone/tablet by 

f o l l o w i n g  t h i s  l i n k  h t t p s : / /

us02web.zoom .us/ j /87468766112?

pwd=Z3VnL2RyVkRKdXhXRFFWT2E0ZlcrZz0

9 (Passcode: Grace). 

• Join via phone by calling 646-558-8656 

and entering the Meeting ID: 874 6876 

6112 and Passcode: 740742. 

 

 
HCLC’s Community Christmas Market 

Sunday, December 14th, 1-5pm 

To register as a vendor, visit https://

www.hcport.com/sbvm. 

 

 

Tidewater Conference Youth Group 

We will not meet in December. See you in 

2026! 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87468766112?pwd=Z3VnL2RyVkRKdXhXRFFWT2E0ZlcrZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87468766112?pwd=Z3VnL2RyVkRKdXhXRFFWT2E0ZlcrZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87468766112?pwd=Z3VnL2RyVkRKdXhXRFFWT2E0ZlcrZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87468766112?pwd=Z3VnL2RyVkRKdXhXRFFWT2E0ZlcrZz09
https://www.hcport.com/sbvm
https://www.hcport.com/sbvm
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HOLIDAY CLOSURES 
 

 Monday, December 22 

 Food Pantry CLOSED 

 NO Bible Study 

 Wednesday, December 24 

 NO Potluck & Bible Study 

 Monday, December 29 

 Food Pantry CLOSED 

 NO Bible Study 

 Wednesday, December 31 

 NO Potluck or Bible Study 

 

 Dec 24th at 4pm—
Christmas Eve Worship 
(@ HCLC, Portsmouth) 

 Dec 24th at 7pm—
Christmas Eve Worship 

(Hybrid @ GLC, Chesapeake) 

 Dec 28th at 10am— 

Service of Lessons & Carols 

(Hybrid @ GLC, Chesapeake) 

 

We will use the same Zoom information 

as Sunday Morning Worship for all of 

these worship services. 

The Last Day to Give on Record in 2025 

is Sunday, December 28th at 11am. 

All donations received after that time will 

not be deposited until after the new year 

and will be recorded on your 2026 giving 

statement. 
 

Begin or Update Electronic Giving for 2026 

You can sign up to financially support to the 

ministries of Grace electronically (once or 

recurring) via Tithe.ly (https://give.tithe.ly/?

f o r m I d = 6 2 2 d 0 8 b e - 6 8 6 5 - 1 1 e e - 9 0 f c -

1260ab546d11). Use the same link and sign 

into your account to update the amount 

and/or frequency of your contributions for 

2026. 

 

 
Winter Celebration 

January 23-25, 2026 

at Eagle Eyrie (Lynchburg) 

Winter Celebration is our annual weekend 

faith sharing retreat for youth in 9th through 

12th grade and their adult advisors. The 

early registration discount ends December 

15. If you are interested in attending, please 

contact Pastor Leslie ASAP. 

 

 

https://give.tithe.ly/?formId=622d08be-6865-11ee-90fc-1260ab546d11
https://give.tithe.ly/?formId=622d08be-6865-11ee-90fc-1260ab546d11
https://give.tithe.ly/?formId=622d08be-6865-11ee-90fc-1260ab546d11
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Red Cross Blood Drive 

Saturday, February 21, 2026, 9am-1pm 

Book your donation appointment online at 

https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/

drive-results?zipSponsor=Gracelutheran 

Be sure to confirm the location before 

reserving your spot! 

 

 
From the Council: 

A Season of Closure and Gratitude 

As we near the end of 2025, we reflect with 

gratitude on the ways Grace Lutheran has 

continued to serve our community and 

care for others—our annual Coat Drive, the 

quarterly Red Cross Blood Drive, and the Fall 

Flea Market that’s proceeds totaled 

$1,558.10, all of which was donated to the 

Food Pantry—a much needed boost in 

these uncertain economic times leading to 

a significant uptick in food pantry patrons.  

Our solar project with Tiger Solar has been 

postponed until the first quarter of 2026. The 

company is currently completing around 50 

projects before the end of this year to meet 

rebate funding deadlines. The next update 

will come in early 2026, when Tiger Solar 

can project installation dates. 

The Annual Congregation Meeting was 

held Sunday, November 16th and the 

church and the congregation unanimously 

approved the updated Governing 

Documents, the Endowment Fund Grant 

Awards, the 2026 Investment in Ministry Plan, 

and individuals for all open leadership 

positions for the Preschool Board, 

Nominating Committee, and Council 

positions were elected. I ask each of you to 

prayfully consider increasing your financial 

gifts to Grace by 7-10% so we are able to 

continue to maintain or building and 

ministries. 

As we enter into Advent Season on 

November 30, 2025,  we continue to give 

thanks for the faithful service, generosity, 

and love shown by our Grace community 

throughout the years. Each week, as we 

light the Advent candles, we are reminded 

of God’s promise and presence among us. 

May this Advent season be a time of 

reflection, renewal, and joyful anticipation 

as we prepare our hearts for Christmas and 

the coming of Christ into the world. 

 

In peace, 

Rebecca Headings 

Council President 

https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/drive-results?zipSponsor=Gracelutheran
https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/drive-results?zipSponsor=Gracelutheran
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Coat Drive 

 

THANK YOU for your generous financial 

support of God’s mission! 

In October 2025, Grace Lutheran 

received $15,432.63 in giving to the 

General Fund. Because of your 

generosity, we were able to: 

• Gather together for weekly worship 

and Bible Studies. 

• Collect coats for local students. 

• Support Pastor Leslie in attending the 

annual VA Synod’s Gathering of the 

Ministerium 

• Support Pastor Leslie in attending the 

installation of Pastor Andy Taminger at 

Emmanuel Lutheran in Virginia Beach. 

• Gather for fellowship during Ladies 

Lunch at Smokey Bones 

• Host a Flea Market for the community, 

and raise over $1500 for the Food 

Pantry 

• Play “Wrap Your Crap” Bingo together 

• Host Girl Scout Troop 87 and Joys of 

Recovery (an AA group) 

• Celebrate Reformation Sunday 

(to name just a few) with $17,840.86 of 

expenses and generous gifts of time and 

talent. 

Year to date (through October 31st), we 

have received $215,619.71 for the 

General Fund and have had $18,522.09 in 

expenses from the General Fund. The 

balance of the General Fund (as of 

October 31st) is $89,306.19. 

 

 

 

 

 
Reformation Sunday 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Installation at Emmanuel, VB 
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PRAYER LIST 
We Pray for Our Members 

 
 

We Pray for Our Friends 

 
The Military & their Families 

Our Food Pantry Clients 

ELCA Missionaries & YAGM students 

All who mourn 

 
In a effort to keep the prayer list up to date, 

please update Pastor Leslie monthly 

regarding your friends/family on the list. 

Elaine Babb 

Suzanne Bergsten 
Brandon Breitsprecher 

Doc Dougherty 

Annette Fillmore 

Marlene Hubert 

Grantley Jackson 

Patricia Jackson 

Jane Jennings 

Leonora Jones 

Jack Justice 

The Kayser Family 

Betty Keefer 

Dawn Kilian 

Lori Kilian 

Faith Longsworth 

Ray Miles 

Collin Moody 

Kim Moody 

Mike Olson 

The Pritchard Family 

Kathie Rokitski 

Monique Schroeder 

Rose Mary Sidam 

Thomas Washington 

Katie Benisek 

Austin Boone 

Richard Bowell 

Sarita Bowell 

Laura Braugh 

Shirley Bright 

Wyville Bryant 

Darlene Carter 

Preston Carter 

Joe Dewar 

Mark Dyer 

Madison Garriott 

Cindy Garwood 

Walt Garwood 

Jenell Gordon 

Bryan Harrover 

Jax Hockenberry 

Ruby Hockenberry 

Brian Hubert 

Henry Kappes Jr 

Sue LaGrange 

Murray Leffers Jr 

Maya Masters 

Nick Masters 

Faye Miles 

Rita Molengraft 

Kandi Nash 

Earl Patterson 

Mary Peterson 

Stephan Pleli 

Kenneth Price 

Tommy Reeck 

Lisa Sanders 

Kim Schleede 

Ron Simmons 

Shane Slebrich 

Larry Smith 

Samantha Strother 

Cindy Van Pelt 

Shannon Zmuda 

 

 
 

 

 
 

To add/correct any birthdays or 

anniversaries. Please email 
Communications@GraceLutheranChesapeake.org 

 

 

Dec 6  Tara Moeller 

Dec 8  Gayle Graham 

Dec 9  Kyleen Calkins 

Dec 9  Susan Graham 

Dec 17 Rodney Haberkorn 

Dec 29 Marlene Hubert 

Dec 29 Mason Weed 

Dec 30 Jordan Bennett 

Dec 31 Carmen Fraenkel 

Dec 5  Mark & Suzanne Bergsten 

Dec 19 Rey & Rachael Lizan 

Dec 30 Casey & Kyleen Calkins 

 

Please contact Pastor Leslie if you are in 

need of a pastoral care, hospital, or 

Communion visit. 

mailto:Secretary@GraceLutheranChesapeake.org
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