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Grace Lutheran—a community of believers in Christ called to be servants to all people.
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September 2024 “Grace Greetings”

Mission Statement:
We are a community of believers in Christ called to be servants to all people.

From the Pastor: Membership vs. Discipleship

When going over Grace’'s New Member Information packet with people, | always start with
a sheet titles *“Membership vs. Discipleship.” | share that as a pastor, | care a whole lot more
about empowering disciples than worrying about membership categories. But for good
order, | keep track of the later and share the following membership definitions from our
Constitution:

Baptized members are those persons who have been received by the Sacrament of
Holy Baptism in this congregation, or, having been previously baptized in the name of
the Triune God, have been received by certificate of transfer from other Lutheran
congregations or by affirmation of faith.

Confirmed members are baptized persons who have been confimed in this
congregation, those who have been received by adult baptism or by transfer as
confirmed members from other Lutheran congregations, or baptized persons received
by affirmation of faith.

Voting members are confirmed members. Such confirmed members, during the current
or preceding calendar year, shall have communed in this congregation and shall have
made a contribution of record to this congregation. Members of this congregation who
have satisfied these basic standards shall have the privilege of voice and vote at every
regular and special meeting of the congregation.

But then | share that | think is far more important is the following marks of discipleship:

A member focuses on maintaining the institution of the church by getting and keeping
more members just like them, while a disciple focuses on their relationship with God and
showing others what the life of discipleship is about - which includes:

o Daily Prayer

o Daily Scripture Reading

o« Weekly Worship

o Growthin Giving (to and beyond a tithe—10%) and Serving Others

o Sharing the Faith story to those who have not heard

Jesus gives us the gift of God’s grace as he embodies God’s presence, and invites us fo live
our lives in response. These marks help us think about our life of discipleship—being followers
of Christ—in concrete terms.

| am hoping this year, we as a congregation can focus on our identities as disciples and
work on conforming our daily lives to the teachings of Jesus. Stay tuned for specific
opportunities for conversation, classes, spiritual practices, and formation opportunities.

God Bless,
Pastor Leslie
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Sunday School

Starting Sunday, September 15th at 9am

o The Elementary School Class will be led
by Joy Baltero and will meet in
Classroom #1.

« The Middle & High School Class will be
led by Rebecca Headings and will meet
in the Youth Room.

« The Adult Sunday School Class will be

led by Rich Fraenkel and will meet in the
Fellowship Hall and on Zoom.
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NEW Sunday Schedule |

Sunday School @ 9am
Worship @ 10am

starting September 15, 2024

Worship Hours

September 1 & 8 at 9am

September 15, 22, & 29 at 10am

Join us on site or online. Zoom
information is available at
www.gracelutheranchesapeake.org/news--
upcoming-events.

log-in




Revised Common Lectionary

Semicontinuous Series

RCL Semicontinuous Series
Throughout the summer and fall, Pastor
Leslie will be focusing her preaching on the
semicontinuous first reading, which over
three years tfries to give a full overview of
the Hebrew Scriptures (aka Old Testament).
Here are the stories for September:
e Song of Solomon 2:8-13—Song of two
lovers
e Proverbs 22:1-2, 8-9, 22-23—Sayings
concerning a good name and
generosity
e Proverbs 1:20-33—Wisdom'’s rebuke to
the foolish
o Proverbs 31:10-31—Poem celebrating
the capable wife
o Esther 7:1-6, 9-10; 9:20-22—Esther’s
intercession spares the lives of her
people

BIBLE STUDY

RIRFE 20 MM

Monday Bible Study (Hybrid)
Mondays at 1pm starting on September 9th

e Join via your smartphone/tablet/
computer by clicking this link https://
usO2web.zoom.us/j/87081895614¢%¢
pwd=KrF2VVmWJh9?6XPelnolLéXarMIkD?Z
y.1 (Passcode: Grace).

« Join via your regular phone, by calling
646-558-8656 and entering the Meeting
ID: 870 8189 5614 and Passcode: 940613.

Bell Choir Rehearsal

Mondays at 7pm, starting September 9th

Bell Choir Rehearsals will resume on
Monday, September 9th. If you are
interested in being involved this vyear,
please talk to Morgan.

Threaders

Tuesdays at 10am

The Threaders meet on Tuesdays at 10am to
make walker bags for people throughout
our community. There are jobs for various
skill levels: sewing machine operator, button
sewer, iron operator, etc. Questionse
Contact Jane Jennings or Peggy Barry.

Potfluck &
Bible Study

Potluck & Bible Study (Hybrid)
Wednesdays at 6:30 (Potluck) & 7pm (Study)

e Join via your smartphone/tablet/



computer by clicking this link https://
usO2web.zoom.us/j/6216005672
pwd=0HhzWUFICOFIQItOM]NSCOIECINTQTO
9 (Passcode: Grace).

« Join via your regular phone, by calling
646-558-8656 and entering the Meeting
ID: 621 600 567 and Passcode: 672531.

Fellowship
Hour>

Fellowship Hour

Sunday, September 1st

after worship (~10:30am)

On the first Sunday of each month, we
gather after worship for a time of fellowship
in honor of the birthdays and anniversaries
of that month. We need volunteers to help
supply refreshments each month, if you are
able to help, please contact Faith
Longsworth.
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God’s work.
S Our hands.

“God's work. Our hands.” Sunday
Sunday, September 8th
o Worship at 9am
e Wear your “God’s work. Our hands.”
shit! If you don't have one, wear
another Grace Lutheran or Thrivent “Live
Generously” shirt.
o After worship, we will
congregational picture.
« Then we will work on a variety of Service
Projects. You could:
e Help host a community coffee hour
on the front lawn
e Help with maintenance projects
around the building and property

take a

e« Help move Book Ministry cabinet &
organize books

e Sew Buttons on walker bags
o Pack bags for the Food Pantry

« When all the service projects are finished
(or at Noon, whichever comes first) we
will enjoy a Potluck Lunch. Sign up in the
Narthex.

i Council
wvers NIGETING

Council Meeting (Zoom)

Tuesday, September 10th at 7pm

e Join via computer/smartphone/tablet by
clicking this link https://
usO2web.zoom.us/j/87468766112¢2
pwd=73VnL2RyVKRKAXhXRFFWT2EQZIcrZz0
9 (Passcode: Grace).

o Join via phone by calling 646-558-8656
and entering the Meeting ID: 874 6876
6112 and Passcode: 740742.
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Men's Group

Saturday, September 14th at 8am
Join the men of GLC for potluck breakfast
and work around the church.



Craft Group
Saturday, September 15th after worship

Calling all knitters, stitchers, scrapbookers,
etc.—let's get together and work on our
projects. Bring a bag lunch and meet in the
Fellowship Hall after worship service. Any
questions, contact Sandra Fraenkel.

Ladies Lunch Out

Wednesday, September 18, 2024

at Freemason Abbey

(209 W Freemason St, Norfolk, VA 23510)
Join the ladies of GLC for fellowship & food.
Please sign up in the Narthex by Sunday,
September 15th.

American
Red Cross

Blood Drive

Saturday, October 26th, 9am-1pm

Book an appoinftment at  hitps://
www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/drive-
results2zipSponsor=gracelutheran.

Eall Flea Market

Saturday, November 2nd, 8am-2pm
Registration for spaces will open soon.
Brandon Breitsprecher will be coordinating;
lots of volunteer help will be needed. Stay
tuned for more information!

Lawn Care Volunteers Needed

We need your help to care for the lawn at

church!

o Please sign up to help with lawn care by
clicking the link:http://
finyurl.com/2024Lawn

« Information about lawn care procedures
can be found here: https://tinyurl.com/
lawncareinstructions22.

« If you have further questions, please
contact Fred Schleede.




Building Fund

THANK YOU!

Thank you fo everyone who helped us
replenish the Growing in Grace Building
Fund after having to replace an HVAC unit

in the Education Wing!
gmw

happens

WE ARE

HIRING

* SUNDAY MORNINGS \\
* AVERAGE 3 HOURS/WEEK ™=

¢ $15/HOUR

TO APPLY,
EMAIL RESUME AND COVER LETTER TO

PASTORLESLIE@GRACELUTHERANCHESAPEAKE.ORG

Seeking: Nursery Attendant

We are looking to hire a paid Nursery
Attendant for Sunday mornings. If you know
of anyone that might be interested in
applying. Please contact Pastor Leslie.

2024 Congregational Council
3 Y L '

=

Brandon Breitsprecher
Vice President

Beth Woodard
Secretary

David Cooper
President

Walt Anderson

Tom Casey Debbie Dougherty
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Faith Longsworth

Béb Masters Fred Schleede

From the Council

Greetings from the Church Councill
Summer is about wrapping up and cooler
weather hopefully is on its way to stay.

This summer’s special giving campaign to
replenish the Growing in Grace Building
Fund has been pretty successful, raising a
little over $7,000 so far. There is still a few
weeks left to have one final push to get us
to our goal of $10,000.

A note went out in the weekly Scoop email
that there wil be a congregational
informational meeting after worship on
August 25, We will be discussing installing
solar panels on the church and taking any
questions or feedback. The proposal that
the Council would like to go forward with is
a power purchase agreement for a locked
in $0.13 kWh for 13 years, so no ufility hikes
will affect us during that time, then after
that $100 and the system is ours. The biggest
bonuses of this is no upfront costs or loans,
locked in cost of electricity for 13 years, and
then after that should see huge savings due
to not having to pay that any more. More
will be put out at the meeting and if you
have any questions, please reach out to
myself or a council member.

On Sunday, September 15th, our Sunday




Schedule will be going back to the same
schedule as last school year with Sunday
School being at Yam and worship at 10am.
The Fall Flea Market is currently scheduled
for November 2nd so if you or someone you
know wants a booth start planning for that.
Brandon Breitsprecher will be coordinating it
again. If you have any questions or
comments as always please reach out to
myself or council member.

Peace,
David Cooper
2024 Council President

THANK YOU for your generous financial
support of God’s mission!

In July 2024, Grace Lutheran received
$16,104.50 in giving to the General Fund.
Because of your generosity, we were able
to:

o« Collect items to support enCircle’s

local foster care work.

« Provide gathering space for local
organizations:
+ Joys of Recovery (AA)
¢+ American Sewing Guild
¢ Good Mourning's Perinatal Loss

Support Group
o Prepare for the 2024-25 program year
(to name just a few) with $14,051.21 of
expenses and generous gifts of time and
talent.
Year to date (through July 31st), we have
received $109,024.91 for the General Fund
and have had $107,574.01 in expenses
from the General Fund.
The balance of the General Fund (as of
July 31st) is $48,515.08.

,_/’

New (to Grace) Piano
In July, a baby grand piano was donated to
Grace Lutheran by generous members of
First  Lutheran in Norfolk who were
downsizing. An anonymous cash donation
paid for the professional movers and initial
tuning! We are so thankful for this gift, which
we know will enhance our worship for years
to comel!

\CAROLINE FURNACE
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Upcoming Events

o Golf Tournament: September 6-7
o Fall Work Weekend: September 13-15
o Seeds & Sprouts: October 18-20
o Wild Women Refreat: January 10-12,
o Beer Reformation: January 31-February 2

For more information about these and other
events, visit www.carolinefurnace.org




Applications for the 2025 Lay Ministry
Academy cohort
open through September 9
The Lay Ministry Academy is the formation
process for Commissioned Lay Preachers
and Synod Authorized Ministers (SAMs) for
the Virginia Synod.
The Lay Ministry Academy offers to those
discerning a call to serve in worship and
ministry leadership a community, and the
education, training, support, supervision,
authorization, and continuing education to
enable them to serve. Applicants can
indicate whether you feel called to serve as
a lay preacher or a SAM or are unsure.
Learn more at https://vasynod.org/Ima/

United Lutheran Seminary

Kindling Faith

Center for Sabbath Rest and Formation
United Lutheran Seminary: Kindling Faith
Event on ELCA Social Teachings
As our faith informs our day-to-day lives,
Lutherans recognize that “faith is active in
love [and] love calls for justice in
relationships and structures of
society” (ELCA, Social Statement on Church
in Society, 1991). We also know the church
is called to be a community that prays,
deliberates, and acts together when it
comes to complex social issues. In this
election year, how might our Lutheran faith
shape our thinking, acting, and voting on
major issuese Join us to learn and ponder
timely social teachings of the ELCA and to
learn tips for leading discussions in your own
community.

o September 10: Abortion Dr. Caryn
Riswold, Professor of Religion/McCoy
Family Distinguished Chair in Lutheran
Heritage and Mission at Wartburg
College

o September 24: Faith, Sexism and Justice
Dr. Mary Streufert, Director, Gender
Justice and Women's Empowerment,
and Heather Dean, Program
Coordinator, Theological Discernment,
ELCA

o October 8: Earth’s Climate Crisis Study
Guide Dr. Ryan Cumming, Program
Director, Theological Ethics, Education,
and Community Engagement

e October 22: Freed in Christ: Race,
Ethnicity, and Culture Dr. Richard Perry,
emeritus faculty, Lutheran School of
Theology at Chicago

All sessions will be on Zoom (7-8:30pm). If
you are interested, please let Pastor Leslie
know. More information at
www.unitedlutheranseminary.edu/
calendar/kindling-faith-elca-social-
statement-online-via-zoom.

-
EPIC

Effective Practices for
Innovative Congregations

Effective Practices for Innovative
Congregations (EPIC)

Saturday, September 14th, 9am-2pm

St. Paul Lutheran Church in Hampton
Effective Practices for Innovative




Congregations (EPIC) is a one-day

leadership development conference that is

designed to strengthen congregational

leaders for their ministry in the congregation

and in the world. During EPIC we will explore

what it means to have Strong Connections

with topics that explore how to have:

¢ Strong Connections in the Congregation

e Strong Connections in the Community

e Strong Connections in the Synod

e Strong Connections in the Wider
Lutheran Expression

e Strong Connections in God

The event will feature times of worship and

large-group presentations as well as small-

group breakout sessions covering a variety

of topics led by members of the Synod staff

as well as local leaders from each hosting

area. We are hopeful that attendees will

also share ideas and resources with one

another for some holy cross-pollinating!

If you would like to attend, please talk to

Pastor Leslie ASAP.

Feeding the Multitude:‘ |

WorldHunger 50 Bible Study
a September16 & 23 - 7pm

§\" '\\4

Feeding the Multitude—World Hunger 50
Bible Study (Zoom)

Mondays, September 16 & 23 7-8:15pm
“Everyone ate until they were full. They filled
fwelve baskets with the leftover pieces of
bread and fish. About five thousand had
eaten.” (Mark 6.42-44 CEB)

All four gospels writers record the miracle of
Jesus feeding the multitudes — with just five

AS
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loaves of bread and two pieces of fish!
From the everyday staples of bread and
fish, provided by the crowd from what they
already had, Jesus fed the multitudes — with
food, with compassion, and with
community. God is a God of abundancel!
Join Pastor Kelly as we engage this miracle
story together. Let's explore the ways that
Jesus invites us into this great picnic, joining
in God's mission of abundant life as
together we also share food, compassion,
and community.

Register here before September 11th:
hitps://docs.google.com/forms/d/

e/1FAIpQLScSef28YuvSé XgwDYezUHKxQ5J

d1GPmzeJ Bx i-45HWwdtw/viewform

All Lutheran Women's Retreat

“A Cup of Unconditional Love”

November 7-9, 2024

at the Hilton Garden Inn in Glen Allen, VA
More information at https://
sites.google.com/view/alwretreat
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Mike Moody
Rebecca Headings
Pastor Leslie Weber
Debbie Jennings
Elaine Russell
Yvonne Shepherd
Annabelle Wolfe
Pat Jackson
Barbara Moran
Margaret Van Dyke
Shelley Simpkins

Ed Opperman

Roy Russell
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Sep 13  Kris & Amy Peterson

Sep 20 Hugh & Debbie Dougherty
Sep 24 Steve & Nancy Springsteen
Sep 26 Terry & Yvonne Shepherd

To add/correct any birthdays or
anniversaries. Please email

Secretary@GracelLutheranChesapeake.org
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PASTORAL CARE

Please contact Pastor Leslie if you are in
need of a pastoral care, hospital, or
Communion visit.
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We Pray for Our Members

Walt Anderson Ed Opperman
Elaine Babb David Pritchard
Suzanne Bergsten Monique Schroeder
The Howell Family Rose Mary Sidam
Grantley Jackson The Stillman Family
Leonora Jones Juanita Urps

Jack Justice Steve Urps

Betty Keefer Thomas Washington
The Kilian Family Annabelle Wolfe
Faith Longsworth Beth Woodard

Kurt Longsworth Mark Woodard
Charlotte Maurer The Van Horn Family

The Moody Family

We Pray for Our Friends

Bill Babb Bobby Masters
Alex Beklik Faye Miles
Richard Bowell Katie Milliner
Sarita Bowell Paftricia Petro
Laura Braugh Stephan Pleli

Lee Cartwright Tommy Reeck
Madison Garriott Lisa Sanders
Jenell Gordon Kathy Sidam
Lettie Groshel Ron Simmons

Jax Hockenberry Rosemary Skinner
Brian Hubert Larry Smith

Chris Jones Kristen Spawn
Henry Kappes Jr Karen Stratton
Murray Leffers Jr Samantha Strother
Bill Manke Tim Theis

The Military & their Families
Our Food Pantry Clients
ELCA Missionaries & YAGM students
All who mourn

In a effort to keep the prayer list up to date,
please vupdate Pastor Leslie monthly
regarding your friends/family on the list.
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