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summer (June-August).

Pastor Leslie will be on Sabbatical this
Check out the covenant on the next
page for more information

:U)
o)
=
)
)
Q
| -
O
Q
@)
©
| -
O

Grace Lutheran Church
521 Providence Road
Chesapeake, VA 23325

Grace Lutheran—a community of believers in Christ called to be servants to all people.



https://linktr.ee/gracelutheran

Grace Lutheran Church

XUC€ A worshipping community of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
happens www.GracelutheranChesapeake.org_

July 2026 “Grace Greetings”

Mission Statement:
We are a community of believers in Christ called to be servants to all people.

Sabbatical Covenant
During the 3 months (June-August 2026) of Pastor Leslie’s Sabbatical...

* The congregation will:

o Sustain their participation in the life of the parish, in worship, in ministry, and in
stewardship (time, talents, & treasures).

o Look for the gifts of this season of renewal, and be patient when things aren’t the
way they usually are.

o Take seriously their role in welcome of visitors and guests, and mutual care for one
another.

o Please notify the Council President (Rebecca Headings) of any special needs or
changes, in your own household or that of another member/friend of Grace, that
may require special care from the congregation or Coverage Deacon.

o As always, look for ways their talents (things they are good at) and the things they
love to do that might enrich the common life or ministries of Grace; and affirm other
members when they offer their gifts to the church.

o Respect Pastor Leslie’s sabbatical by not contacting her during her 3 months of leave.

Council President (Rebecca Headings) will:

o Receive requests for pastoral calls/visits and coordinate response with the
congregation and/or Coverage Deacon depending on what the situation calls for.

o Supervise staff and oversee communications with the congregation.

Coverage Deacon (Deacon Lisa Geiger) will:

o Attend monthly Council Meetings.

o Attend to any pastoral care emergencies (as informed by the GLC Council President
or HCLC Management Team).

Supply Preachers will:
©o Preach and lead worship on Sunday mornings.
Pastor Leslie
o will:
= take time for study, personal growth, and reflection without the responsibilities of
regular service
= focus on social and spiritual reconnection
o will not:
= attend worship or other events at Grace.
= be physically present in the office or available for pastoral care.
= check/answer emails, phone calls, texts, or social media.

If you have a pastoral emergency while Pastor Leslie is on Sabbatical (June-August 2026),
please contact Rebecca Headings [540-664-4675]
to be connected with the Coverage Deacon.
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Worship (hybrid)

Sundays at 10am

Join us for worship on site or on Zoom. You
can also watch on Facebook or YouTube.
Find links to these various platforms and the
weekly bulletin and announcements at
www.gracelutheranchesapeake.org/news--
upcoming-events.html.
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Summer Pause

The following ministries are on hiatus for the
summer. See y’all in September!
e Sunday School
Monday Bible Study
Bell Choir
Wednesday Potluck & Bible Study
Craft Group

Men'’s Group

Saturday, July 11 at 8am

Join the men of GLC for potluck breakfast
and work around the church.

council
C@ 7 Meeting

Council Meeting_(hybrid)

Sunday, July 12 at Noon
https://us02web.zoom.us/meetings/87468766
112/invitations?
sighature=ZmKiw65gXZ_KQMHZ2EIX3Jm3yDWT
IPCXNoM6ZCaOSVRg

Ladies Lunch Out

Wednesday, July 15 at Noon

Carrabba’s Italian Grill

(1217 Battlefield Blvd N, 23320)

Join the ladies of GLC for fellowship & food.
Please sign up in the Narthex by Sunday, July
12th.
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“Wrap Your Crap” Bingo

Sunday, July 19 after worship

Come play Bingo with a twist. Bring a snack
or dessert to share, your own lunch, and a
wrapped “prize” (preferably something from
around your house you are ready to get rid
of). Bingo will continue until all the "gifts" are
gone. If you have any questions, please see
Mongie Schroeder.
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Midweek Fellowship Dinner

Wednesday, July 22", 6:30pm

All are welcome and invited to join us for
midweek fellowship and food at Angie’s
Family Restaurant (335 Centerville Turnpike S,
Chesapeake). Sign up in the Narthex by July

LAWN
CARE

Lawn Care Volunteers Needed

We need your help to care for the lawn at
church! If you have questions, contact Fred
Schleede.

Sign up online: https://tinyurl.com/Lawn26

American
Red Cross

Red Cross Blood Drive

Saturday, August 15, 2026, 9am-1pm

Book your donation appointment online at
www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/drive-
results?zipSponsor=Gracelutheran

Be sure to confirm the location before
reserving your spot!

Support earthquake relief in Venezuela
You've likely seen the news that two
powerful earthquakes struck Venezuela last
week. With your help, Lutheran Disaster
Response will support people affected by
the earthquakes in Venezuela and any other
disasters that may strike this season.
https://give.elca.org/s/5694156/BXSgx1Dr
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Weaving Our Stories
Tapestry 2026

Weaving_Our Stories: Tapestry Story Telling

Zoom Gatherings
Weaving Our Stories invites us to tell stories
and listen deeply to one another. Each of
the five Tapestry Threads will host a series of
three Zooms to explore participant
experiences about the focus Thread.
Tapestry’s aim is to have meaningful
dialogue and learn from each other’s lives.
Members of each of the focus communities,
alies, and those seeking to learn and
understand more are all invited to each of
the series. It’s okay to not have all the
answers and to ask vulnerable questions.
Ractai-Justice(Jan=Feb)
Justice-for-Women-(Apr=-May)

Care for Creation

© Mondays, Aug 17, Aug 31, Sept 14
LGBTQIA+ Inclusion

°o Tuesdays, Oct 13, Oct 27, Nov 10

Learn more and register at:

https://vasynod.org/ministries/tapestry/
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LAUNCH
July 12-16
LAUNCH is an event for youth who have just
graduated from high school. Its purpose is to
give you a chance to take stock of where
your faith life has led you so far and also to
provide an opportunity to engage in
discussion on matters of faith and life that
are likely to face you as you move on to the
next stage of your life, whether it be the
workforce, military or other public service,
college, or something else.
More information at:
https://vasynod.org/event/launch/

PYWER
SPIRIT

Power in the Spirit

July 16-18, 2026

at Roanoke College (Salem, VA)

Power in the Spirit is an inspirational
conference for people of all ages who wish
to explore God’s call to service through
joyous worship, Bible studies, keynote
addresses, workshops, games, and
fellowship. More information at:
https://vasynod.org/power-in-the-spirit/

At the Water’s Edge Junior High Servant Event
July 25-31, 2026

At The Water's Edge is the VA Synod’s annual
event for youth who have completed grades
6-8, and their adult advisors. It is held every
year at a church in Tidewater and allows
participants to engage in a week of service
and reflection while they enjoy building
community with each other.

This year's event will be held at St. Michael
Lutheran Church in Virginia Beach on July 26-
31. More information and registration
instructions will be available on the Synod
website soon.

2027 ELCA
YOUTH GATHERING W

2027 ELCA Youth Gathering_in Minneapolis
June 28-July 2, 2027

The 2027 ELCA Youth Gathering is more than
an event — it’s a movement where young
people and leaders come alive in faith, grow
in hope and move with purpose. This is
where the church comes to life.

More information at:
https://www.elca.org/gathering.
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2026 Congregational Council
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Bryan Black
Secretary

Monique Schroeder
Vice President

Rebecca Headings
President

Rich Fraenkel
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Toni Comack

Doug Miller
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OPEN SEAT OPEN SEAT
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Fred Schleede

Dear Siblings in Christ,

As we move into the quieter months of
summer, our regular church activities may
be on hiatus, but our call to fellowship and
community remains strong. We encourage
everyone to take advantage of opportunities
to gather, connect, and strengthen
relationships with one another during this
season. These informal moments of fellowship
help build the bonds that sustain our
congregation throughout the year.

We continue to Ilook forward with
anticipation to the installation of our solar
panels and are grateful for your patience as
we await the next steps in the process. This
project represents an important investment
in the future stewardship of our church.

Summer is also a time when many travel to
visit family and friends. We pray for safe
journeys, meaningful reunions, and
refreshing times of rest for all who are
traveling in the weeks ahead.

As we look toward the future of our
congregation, we invite you to prayerfully
consider serving on Church Council. Councill
members play a vital role in enhancing the
life and ministry of our church, helping to
guide decisions that support our members
and our mission. If you feel called to serve, |
would welcome a conversation with you.

Thank you,
Rebecca Headings

2026 Council President
froehead@verison.net

WE NEED YOU
FOR WORSHIP
SERVICE!

There are many ways to
serve during worship:
Assisting Minister
Lector (hybrid!)
Communion Assistant
Acolyte
Greeter
Usher

Worship Servers Needed

There are many ways to serve during
worship; assistant minister, lector (hybrid),
communion assistant and more! Sign up
here: https://tinyurl.com/Servers26
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HAPPY
BIRTHOAY

July 2 Doreen Smith
July 3 Autumn Kraft
July 6 Emma McGrath
July 7 Kyle Weed
July 8 Leonora Jones
July 10 Brandon Breitsprecher
July 10 Robert Campbell
Jully 11 Charlotte Maurer
July 11 Courtney Weed
July 13 Peggy Barry
July 13 Bob Masters
July 15 Nita Urps
July 30 Toni Cormack
July 31 Scott Kayser
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July 20 Ernie & Gwen Scherman
July 26 Toni Cormack

To add/correct any birthdays or

anniversaries, please emalill
Communications@GracelLutheranChesapeake.org

We Pray for Our Members

Elaine Babb
Suzanne Bergsten

Brandon Breitsprecher

Emma Eley
Annette Fillmore
Carmen Fraenkel

Marlene Hubert
Grantley Jackson
Patricia Jackson
Leonora Jones

Jack Justice

Scott Kayser

Betty Keefer

Dawn Killian
Lori Killian
Faith Longsworth
Ray Miles
Collin Moody
Kim Moody
Mike Olson
LaQuita Opperman
The Pritchard Family
Monique Schroeder
Juanita Urps
Thomas Washington

We Pray for Our Friends

Rebecca
Shannon Babb
Katie Benisek
Sarita Bowell
Laura Braugh
Shirley Bright
Doc Dougherty
Marge Fantaskey
Madison Garriott
Cindy Garwood
Jenell Gordon

Ashley Marie Hampton

Bryan Harrover
Jax Hockenberry

Ruby Hockenberry

Brian Hubert
Mark Kohan

Murray Leffers Jr
Andrew Lowe
Faye Miles
Jaeger Miles
Bob Miller
Doug Patterson
Kim Patterson
Stephan Pleli
Kenneth Price
Lisa Sanders
Kim Schleede
Ron Simmons
Larry Smith
Marilyn Stern
Samantha Strother
Cindy Van Pelt
Jennifer Worley

The Military & their Families
Our Food Pantry Clients
ELCA Missionaries & YAGM students
All who mourn

In a effort to keep the prayer list up to date,
please update the Communications Director,
Savanna, monthly regarding your
friends/family on the list.
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