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The grant from Grace was matched by the Lilly FoundaƟon as a part of the Faith, 
Finances, and Freedom program designed to reduce educaƟonal debt reducƟon 
for pastors and deacons serving within the Virginia Synod. Grace’s grant of $1500 
was matched at approximately 77 cents per dollar producing a total of $2,655 for 
distribuƟon. The grant from Grace and the match was combined with other giŌs 
to create a pool of funds to support educaƟonal debt reducƟon.  
 
In December of 2022, the grant distribuƟon team approved 9 educaƟonal debt 
reducƟon grants to pastors totaling over $40,000. The grant from Grace helped 
make these distribuƟons possible. 
 
Thank you for your generosity and for helping the Virginia Synod reduce the 
burden of educaƟonal debt for 9 of our Virginia Synod pastors. 
 
If you have any quesƟons, please feel free to contact me: 
Pastor John Wertz, Jr. 
Assistant to the Bishop/DEM  
Virginia Synod, ELCA 
wertz@vasynod.org 


